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N/A E have peruſed. it] _ 
Y Y.: Book you ſent us, En- 
| _ - | fituled, 4n Account. of 
| the Soutetaes for, Refarmation, of 
| Mamers;the D:fgnof which. is10 
| trulyGreatapd Nable,ſopiach 
| for the Honour of God; the 

Advancementdk Pijety and Vir- 

tue, and the publick Good both 
| of Church and State; that it 
| cannot fail of being approved 
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by all 'go0od Men. ' The Method 

likewife' propoſed, in order its 
the Promoting and. Accom= 
pliſhing the faid Deſign, is, We 


(*2)  . cons 


ho — 
©— —_— _—_— 


* 
= WG Ra - Y 
# " = I RO TT IEESY TIT "= "IN — _—_— ” 
ph hr oY i 
: 8 —"- La : Wo” "I na 7 
_- » . . _ % * + i * - Fe Fo » 4 ot. 4 , 
Fomnn—_ - $6 fu, 4" 0% b, , #* P4 vv (08G Bs: we Ns 


—_— 


conceive, molt proper, and (by 
the Bleff $0, Gqd attending 
it) Four Fes to prove: effe- 
Etual. And x #6 Phos Men of 
all Ranks ks and Qualities may be 
exCite: 'by-this > Hood Book to 
con Feria, 37 their reſpective 
Places and Stations, their beſt 
Endeavours'towards'a National 

Ref) ation of Manners, is the 
foſHhimblesnd Hearty Pray- | | 
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| Lindſey. . 
Kent. 


Thanet. 

| Radnor. 

| Abrngdon. 
Portland. 
Falconberg. 


"| Warington. 
Rochford.. 
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Townſend. 
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' Lords Temporal, 
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Parham. 
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i Bridgwater. 


Say ST Sele. 
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WE of the Kingdom of Irr- 
land, whole Names are 
under=-written, do highly ap- 


prove of the Pious Deſign of 


a Book, Entituled, An Account of 
the Societies for Reformatian of 
Manners, &c. and do heartily 
Join therein. 
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| Henry Echlin. 


N. Domneltgn, 
k Coote.” 


R. Tray, 


-- 
F | 
£ 
” 


i. —_ i. 


— _ — 


_ —— 


WE of the Kingdom of 
Scotland, whoſe Names 

' are underwritten, do highly 

' approve of the Pious De- 
fign of a Book; Entitled, Ar 

. Account of the Societies for Re= 

| formationof Manners, &c. And 
do heartily join therein. 


Hamulton: 
Tweeddale. 
Tullibardine. 
|| Ruglen, 
| Rofle. 
Yelſter. 
B, Hamilton. 
a The 


Ca -oont 


I— 
——_- 


; HE Commiſſioners appointed by the lats 
General Afembly of this National Church 
conſidering how much nmoraligy and 
Vice Goth ſtill abound in this Nation, through the 
Neglect of the due Execution of the Laws againſt 
Prophapeneſs ;, and it being recommended to them 
by the faid Aſſembly, to aſſiſt and encourage any 
Propoſals that ſhould be made to them for the 
more effeQtual Suppreſling of the ſame; and being 
likewiſe informed, that the Chriſtian Endeavours 
of ſuch as have entred into Soczeries for Reformation 
of Manzers, both in ENGLAND and IRE-« 
LAND, have, through the Bleſſing of God, 
proved very effectual for cyrbing and puyſhip 

Vice, and advancing Sobriety and Virtue; an 

fome of the ſaid Cormiſſioners having ſeen and 
peruſed a Treatiſe written upoy that Subje, En- 
titled, Ar Account of the Sogigties for Refonmation 
of Manners, with a Perſwaſive, &c. and molt of them 
having ſeen and peruſed the Hſtratt thereof, they 
are ſo well ſatisfied with the Purpoſe and main 
Deſign thereof, (as very proper for exciting Per- 
ſons of all Ranks toa more thorough Reformation 
in their own Lives, and Advancement thereof a- 
mong others,) that they reckon themſelves obliged 
to bleſs God, who hath put it into the Heart of o- 
thers to go before them in ſo laudable an Example, 
and their Duty to imitate the fame in their own 
Perſons ; and likewiſe to recommend it to all 
Miniſters and Elders to peruſe the faid Book and 
its Abſtract, and ſtudy to. induce all piauſly diſ- 
poſed Perſons to imitate the. laydable Zeal of theſe 


worthy Societies, and their Methods, fo far as may 
be. 
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be ſuitable to the Circumſtances and Laws of this 
Nation, and the Conſtitutions of this Church, for 
compaſling ſo glorious an End, and fo abſolutely 
neceſſary to the Proſperity and Welfare both of 
Church and State. And that both Ago and 
Elders, and all other well diſpoſed Perſons, may 
more readily underſtand how the Meaſures and 
Methods of theſe highly commendable Soczerzes 
may be adapted and ſuited to the Circumſtances 
and Laws of this Kingdom, and the Conſtitutions 
of this Church, the ſaid Commiſſioners appointed 
by the generat Afﬀembly, do alſo hereby recom- 
mend a Diſcourſe lately printed, concerning the 
Execution of the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs, as a 
Piece very vfeful and neceflary both for Miniſters 
and all others who have a Zeal for God, and de- 
lire to ſte Yice and Prophaneneſs curbed and reſtrain- 
ed, and the Wrath of God averted, which other- 
ways may be expected will inevitably overtake the 
Land. Extracted from the Records of the ſaid 
Commiſſioners and ſubſcribed by 


Geo, Meldrum, Moder. 

Nic. Spence, Cl. Pa ]. 
At Edingburgh, ths Ninteenth 
Day of June, One Ty-onſand 


Seven Hundred Years, PA} 
Merediem. | 
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Ous Souſſignez Commiſſaires nommez par 
PEglize Francoiſe de la Savoie pour examiner 


ſtre Frangoiſe a faite d'un Livre Anglols qui a pour 
titre, Relation des Soctetez etablies en Angleterre & en 
Irlande pour la Reformation des Moeurs, &c. declarons 
avoir lu cette traduCtion dans laquelle nous nauons 
rien trouve qui ne ſoit conforme a L'original. Nous 
jugeons de plus, que cet ouvrage pourra etre tres 
utile a toutes les Egliſes Chretiennes pour reprimer 
le Vice, & faire pratiquer la Vertn. Et nous croions 
dignes de la reconnoiſlance publique la Zele & la 
Pietedes Perſonnes illuſtres qui ont forme & appuie 
le deflein dont VAutheur a tres bien ecrit P Hiſtoire, 
& dont on peut ſe promettre, avec la benediQtion de 
Dieu, des ſnittes tres avantageuſes. Fait a Londres 
le 17 Decembre, 1700, 


De Larnreiere. 
Calamothe. 
7. de la Farque. 


L. de la Faye. 


WE 


la Tradu&tion que Monſieur Gally de Gaujac Mini- 
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We whoſe Names are under-written, Com- 
| miſſioners appointed by the French Church 
| at the Savoy to examine the French Tranſlation of an 

Engliſh Book, Entituled, 4» Account of the Socteties 
for Reformation of Manners in England and Ireland,e+c. 
done by Monſieur Gaty de Ganjac, French Miniſter, 
do declare, that we have read the ſaid Tranſlation, 
which we find exactly agreeable to the Original. 
And we are moreover of Opinion, that the faid 
Book may be of great Uſe to all Chriſtian Churches 
for the Suppreſſion of Vice, and for Encouraging 
the PraQtice of Virtue; and that all Men muſt 
commend and praiſe the Zeal and Piety of thoſe 
worthy Perſons who have contrived and promoted 
the Deſign, the Hiſtory whereof the Author hath 
excellently well written, and which we hope will 
prove, with God's Bleſling, very ſerviceable and 
ſucceſsful. | 


De Larrere. 
Calamothe. 

F. de la Farque, 
L. de la Faye. 
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 TOus Souſſignez Miniſtres & Anciens del Egliſe 

\ Francoiſe de Londres aſant ete chargez par 

le Conliſtoire de la dite Egliſe de lire un livre An- 
glois, Intitule, 4: Account of the Societies for Re- 
formation of Manners, &c. & d'en donner en fon 
Nom notre Jugement, declarons que la Retorma- 
tion des Moeurs eſtune choſe ſe excellente, ou les 
Etats & les Egliſes ont tant d'Intereſt que nous ne 
doutons nullement que les Etrangers qui n'enten- 
deat point la Langue de ce Rolaume verront avec 
plaiſir la tradufion de ce liure qui en montre la 
neceſſite, & qui mtme fait voir qu'elle n'eſt point 
une belle idee qui ne pniſſe avoir de realite. On 
S imagine communement, que comme le diſoit au- 
trefois un grand Maitre en Politique, il ne faut 
point attaquer les deſordres enracinez depeur de 
commettre les loix publiques & den decouurir 
trop evidemment la foibleſſe, Yon voit cepandant 
ict que des perſonnes denuez preſque de tout appui 
humain & ſoutenus ſeulement par leur Zele aſant 
entrepris de $'oppoſer an torrent de divers Pechez 
qui inondoient cette Nation, ont eu des Succez tres 
conſiderables qui montrent qu'on ne ſe donneroit 
pas une peine inutile d'entreprendre la corretion 
des licences qui font gemir les bonnes ames. Ainſi 
Ia lefture de cetraite pourra Etre tres vtile a engager 
les gens debien a $unir autant que les loix & les 
coutumes de leur pais le permettent, pour arrcter 
le cours des vices qul les deſoJent. Et dans cette 
Pensce nous, ne pouuans que nous ne le reconman- 
dions comme un ouurage digne d*ctre leu atten= 
tivement, & qui merite qu'on 1mplore la benediction 
de Dien ſur Pauteur qui Va composs, ſur ceux dont 
il decrit & recommande le project, & ſur les per- 
| {onnes 


le 15 menjour de 24ars, 170%, 


ſonnes illuſtres qui fayoriſent la noble & elorieuſe 
Entreprize a laquelle 11 encourage; Fait a Londres 


D. Primeroſe. } 
Ch. Berthean. [ 
R. Zautunt. | 
Robert Mhre, 
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APROCLAMATION, 


For Preventing and Puniſhing 


Jmniozality and Pzophaneneſs; 


the Concluſion of ari ponoutable Peace; 
fo rae are not leſs touched with a Be- 
ſentment, that NEUANUNg bis wn 
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Proclamation. 
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"many other great Bleſſings and Delive- 


rances, IMplety, PIoPUnnees and Im- 
mozality do till aboundinthis our King=- 
dom : And whereas nothing can pzove a 
greater Diſhonoz to a well ozdered Go- 
vernment, where the Chziſtian Faith is: 
yofelled, no2 is likelier to pzovoke God 
to withdzawHis Percy and Bleſſings 
from us, and inſtead thereof to inflitt 
heavy and ſevere Judgments upon this 
Kingdom, than the open and avowed 
Paattice of Uice, Jmmozality and P20- 
phaneneſs, which amongſt many 9en 
has too much pzevalled in this Dur 
Kingdom of latePears, to the high Diſ- 
pleature of almighty God, the great 
Scandal of Chziſhanity, and the ill an 

fatal Example of the rett of Dur Loving 
Subzefts, who have been Soberly Edu- 
cated, and whoſe Inclinations would 
lead them to the Exerciſe of Pirty and 
Cirtue, Did they not daily find ſuch fre- 
quent and repeated Jnſtances of Difſy- 
lute Living, P2ophaneneſs and Jmpie- 
ty, which has in # great MWeaſure been 
occaſioned by the Neglef of the Bagi- 
flrates not putting in Execution thoſe 
god Laws which have been made foz 
SUuppreſſingand P uniſhing thereof, and 
by the i). Example of many tm aAutho- 
rity, to the great Diſhonour of on 

an 
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A Proclamation. = 


WE 


{ and Repzoach . of . Our Religion ; 
| TWherefoze, and fo2 that We canuot ex- 
| peff Encreaſe 02 Continuance of the 
| Bleſſings We and Our Subjetts Enz 


jo, without yzoviving Remedies fo 
p2event the like Evils to2 the future; 


Cae think Our Selves bound by the 


Duty Uie owe to God, and the Care 


. We have of the People committed to 


Our Charge, to pzoceed in taking effe- 
tual Courle, that Religion, Piety, and 
God Banners may, acco2dinig ts Dur 
hearty Deſire, Flouriſh and Encreaſ?e 
under Our Adminiſtration and Governz- 
ment; attd Veg thereunto moved by 
the Þlous Addze! 


s of the Commons 


in Parliament: Aſſembled, We Have 


thought fit, by the Advice of Dur P2ivy 
Council, to Iſſue this Dur Royal Pzo« 
clamation, and to Declare Dur Royal 


| PÞurpoſe and Reſolution to Diſcoun- 


tenance and Puniſh all manner of Uices 
Immozlity and. Pzophaneneſs in all 

erſons; from the highelt to the loweſt 
Degree Within this Dur Realms any 
particularly in ſuch who are Employed 
near Dur Royal Perſortz and that f6x 
the greater Encouragemettt of Religion 
and Bozlity, We will, upon all He 


. 


cagons, Diſtinguilſh Ben of Piety and 


Uirtue by Parks of Our Royal Fas 
| . A> 


vVourts 
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cri — — | 
vour-/. And we.do rpc that all Per- 

ſons of Þonoz; oz in Place of Authoaity, 

will to their utmoſt contribute to the 
Difcountenancing. Yen of Dillolute 
and'Debauched Lives, that they being 
reduced to Shame and Contempt, may 
be: enfozced the ſooner to Refozin their 
ill Þabits and.Pzaiftices, that the Dil- 
pleaſure of Good Ben towards them. 
may ſ{upply what the Laws (it may be) 
cannot wyouly prevent, Aud fo2 the | 
moze Cfeitual Refozming -*theſe Yen, 


_ who are a Diſcredit to Dur Kingdom, 


Our further Pleaſure is, and We do 
hereby ffriftly Charge and Command 
all Dur Judges, Bayo2s, Sheriffs, 
Juſtices of the Peace, and all other Dur | 
Dfticers and Yinillers, both Eccleſialti- | 
cal and Civil, and other Dur Subjeifs, 
whom 1t may concern, to be, very Uigi- | 


lant, and Strif in the Diſcovery and | 


tye Eftectual Pzoſecution and, Puniſh- 
ment of all Perſons who ſhall be Guil- 
ty of Exceſſive Dainking, Blaſphemy, 
Þ2ophane Swearing and Eurſing, 
Lewdneſs, Pzophanation of the Lo2d's- 
Day, 02 other Dillolute, Jmmozal 02 
Diſozderly pzaifices, as they Will an- 


-\wer it to Almighty $0d, and upon 
un of Our Higheſt Diſpleaſure. And 


N the moze Effeitual pzoceedings eels 
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A Proclamation. 


| Te do hereby Dire and Command 


Dur Judges of Alſizes and Juſtices of 
Pract; to give {iritt Charges. at the re- 
peitive Aſl13es and Seſtions, fo2 the due 
proerurion and puniſhment of all Þer- 
ons that ſhall pzeſume to Dffend in 
any the Kinds afoze-ſajd, and alſo of all 
perſons that, COOLragy to their Duty, 

all be Remiſs 02 Negligent in put- 
ting the ſaid Laws in- Execution, and 
that they do at their reſpettive Alſizes 
and Quarter-Seffions of the Peace, 
cauſe this Dur. Pzoclamation .to be 
publickly Read in Open Court im- 
inediately befoze the Charge 1s given. 
And We do hereby Tupager Charge and 
Command every Miniller in his reſpe- 
five Parilh oz Chappel, to Read 02 
cauſe to be Regd this Dur Pzoclama- 
tion, at leaſt Four times in every Pear, 
immediately after Divine Service, and 
to incite-and ſtir up their reſpective Au=- 
ditozies to the pzaitice of Picty and Uir- 
tue, and the Avoiding of all Jmmozali:y 
and Pzophaneneſs. And to the end 
that all Uice and Debauchery may be 
pevented, and Religion and Uirtue 
paftiſed by all Officers, pzivate Sol- 
Diers, Mariners 02 others, who are 
Employed in Dur Service, either by 
Sea 02 Land, We bay hereby -ſfriffly 


3 Charge 
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A Proclamation, 


Thar 


"Charge and Command all Our Com- 
manders and Officers whatſoever, That 
they do take Care to Avoid all Þ20- 

waneneſs, Debauchery, and other Jm- 
ozalities, and that by rye Piety and 
Kirtue of their own Lives and Con- 
verſations thep do ſet god Examples 
f0 all ſych as are under their Authonty 3 
and-likewiſe to take Care and Jnſpeff 
the Behaviour and Banners of all ſuc 
as are under them, and to.puniſh all 
thoſe who (hall be Guilty of any of on 
ffences afoze-ſaid. And Whereas ſe-= 
al Wicked and P2ophane Perſons 
ave pzeſymed fo P2int and Publiſh 
leveral pernicious Books and Pam- 
ppiets, which contain in them pops 
 Doftrines againft the Holy Trinity, 
and other Fundamental Articles of Dur 
Faith, tending to the Subverſion of the | 
Chaiſtian Religion, therefoze- foz the | 
unifhing the Authozs and Publiſhers 
thereof, and fo2 the pzeventing ſuch | 
Jmpious Beoks and Pamphlets being ! 
publiſhed o2 p2inted fo2 the future, We | 
do hereby (trifly Charge and p2<ibit 
all Perſons, that they do not. pzcſtune 
fo Uirite, Paint 02 Publiſh any tuch 
yerncious. Books 92 Pampdiiicts, iin- 
ver the pain of Jncurrimg Our. High) 

Diſpleaiure, and of being punilhed Ac- 

| CMDING 
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_ A Proclamation. | 
coding to the utmolt Severity of the 
Lay And- We do yereby ſtrictly 
Charge and Require all Dur Loving 
- | KSubjeits to Diſcover and Appzehend 
nd cy Pericn and Perſons whom they 
G {hall know to be the guthozs o2 Þub- 
eg liſhers of any ſuch Boks o2 Pam- 
phlets, and to bzing them befoze ſome 

| Auffice of Peace 02 Chief Bagiltrate, 
in D2der that they may be moceeded 


y | 
11 | Againfl accozding to Law. 

- : 
5 | Given at-Our Court at K enſmgton the Four and 
T: | Twentieth Day of February, 1697. In the 
h | Tenth Year of Our Reign. Eg 
| . 


GOD fave the KING. 


HER LATE: -* 


MAJESTIES. 
GRACIOUS 


LETTER 


. (In the Abſence of the KING, ) 


To the Juſtices of the Peace | in the County 
of \ Middleſex, July 9. 1691. 


For the Suppreſſing of 


P:ophaneneſs and Debautchery. 


ESE R., 


INTE NE 2 Refs and Well-Beloved, 


= - 
Ay .\ 


> We Greet you well. Conte 
I /adering the oreat and in- 
diſpenſable Duty cums 
bent upon Us, to promote 
and encourage a Reformation of the Man- 


ers of all Our Subjeths, that fo the 
my Service 
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Service I Ga, may 7 Aaed and. 
thoſe Bleſings be Sos to theſe. Nas 


tions, which always attend a Conſcientious 
Diſcharge of our reſpefive Duties, acs + 


cording. to our feveral Relations ; We 
think, it neceſſary, in order to the obtain- 
ing of this Publick, Good, to recommend 
to you the" putting in Execution, with all 
Fidelity and Impartiality, thoſe Laws which 
have been made, and are ſtill. in Force 
againſt the Prophanation of the Lord's- 
Day. Drunkenneſs, Prophane Swear- 
ing and Curling, and all other Lewd, 
Enormous, and Diſorderly Practices, 
which, by a long continued negleft, and 
connivance of the Magiſtrates and Offeers 
concerned, have univerſally ſpread them- 


ſelves, to the diſhonour of God, and ſean- 


dal of our Holy Religion, her eby it ts 
now become the move neceſſary for all 
Perſons mn Authority LO abply themſelves 
with- all poſſible Care and Diligence to the 
Suppreſſing of the ſame. We do there- 


fore hereby charge and require You, to 


rake the moſt effeFiual Methods for put- 


! mg 


«2 


' The Queens Letter. 


ting the Laws in Execution againſt the 
Crimes above-mentioned, and all other 
Sins and Fices, particularly thoſe which 
are moſt prevailing in this Realm, and 
that eſpecially in ſuch Caſes where any 
Officer of Juſtice ſhall be guilty of any 
of thoſe Offences, or refuſe or neglef to 
diſcharge the Duty of his Place for the 
Suppreſſinz them, that ſo ſuch Offcer, 
by his Puniſhment, may ſerve for an Ex- 
ample to others. And to this end, We 
would have you careful and diligent in 
encouraging all Conſtables, Church-War- 
dens, Headboroughs, and all other Offcers 
and Perſons whatſoever, to do their 
part in their ſeveral Stations, by 
timely and impartial Informations, 
and Proſecutions againft all ſuch Of- 
fenders, for preventing of ſuch Judgs 
ments which are ſolemnly denounced a- 


gainſt the Sins above-mentioned We 


_ cannot doubt of your Performance bereof, 


fince it is a Duty ro which you are 
obliged by Oath, and are likewiſe 
engaged to the diſcharge of it, as 

you 
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Wh OP The Queens Letter, | 
the you tender the Honour of Almighry&—= 
her God, the flouriſhing Condition of 
ich his Church in. this Kingdom, the 
nd Continuance of His Holy Religion 
any among Us, and the Proſperity of 
my Your Country ; And fo We bid you 
to Farewell, T4 We 
the 3dax ; 

er, Given at Our Court at White-Hall, 
'X=- the Ninth Day of July, One 
We Thouſand Six Hundred Ninety 
in | One, in the Third Year of Our 
IX Reign. 

ers 

ir | By Her Majeſties Command, 

«4 To our Truſty and | 

E Juſtices ofthePeece : | 
| cms: Nottingham, 
go Middleſex at Hicks's 

- | . 

Ve 
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THE HUMBLE 


ADDRESS 


OF THE 


Houſe of Commons 
TI-Q -T H E 


K I N. G> 


For the Suppreſling of 
Prophaneneſs and Vice. 


ro it Pleaſe your MajESTY, 


WEISZ E Your Majeſties moſt 

SSAMLACR Dutiful and Loa Sub- 
FE jects, the Commons 1n 
FAZSZ Parliament Aſlembled, 
Do, with great Joy and 
Comfort, cemeier ch: many Teſti- 


monies which Your Majeſty hath 
given 


OY 
"is 

| 
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The Houſe of Commons Addreſs. 
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gives us-of Your Sincerity and Zeal 
or the True Reformed Religion, as 
Eftabliſhd in this Kingdom”: And 
in particular, we beg leaye to pre- 
ſent to Your Majeſty, our” moſt 


Humble and Thankful Acknowledg- 


ments, 'for the late Gracious Decla- 
ration Your Majeſty hath made to'us 
from the Throne; That You would 
effectually diſcourage Prophanenels 
and Immoralicy, which chiefly, by 
the Negle& and ill' Example of too 
many Magiſtrates, are, like a gene- 
ra] Contagion, diffuſed and ſpread 
throughout the Kingdom, -to the 
great Scandal and Reproach of our 
Religion, and to the Difhonour and 
Prejudice of Your Majeſties Govern- 
ment. | 
Therefore, in Concurrence with 
Your Majeſties Pious Intentions, we 
do' moſt humbly Deſire, That Your 
Majeſty would Iflue out Your. Royal 
Proclamation, Commanding all Your 
Majeſties Judges, Juſtices of the us, 
an 
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I” wa Houſe of Commons Addreſs. 


iy | andother Magiſtrates, to put in ſpeedy 


Execution thoſe good Laws that are 
now in Force againſt Prophaneneſs 
and Immorality ; giving due Encou- 
ragement to all ſuch as do their Duty 
therein: And that Your Majeſty 
would be pleaſed, to Require from 
Your Judges and Juſtices of Aflize, 
from time to time, an Account of 
ſuch their Proceedings. 

And ſince the Examples of Men 
in High and Publick Stations have a 
Powerful Influence upon the Lives 
of others; we do moſt Humbly be- 
ſeech Your Majeſty, Thar all Vice, 
Prophaneneſs and Irreligion, may in 
a particular manner be Diſcouraged 
in all thoſe who have the Honour to 
be Employed near Your Royal Per- 
ſon; and in all others who are in 
Your Majeſties Service, by Sea and 
Land; Appointing ſtrict, Orders to 
be given to all Your Commanders, 
Thar they not only ſhew a Good Ex- 
ample chemſelyes, but alſo Inſpect 
| the 
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the Manners of thofe 'under them ; 
And that Your Majeſty would, upon 
.all Occaſions, diſtinguiſh Men of | 
Piety and Virtue, by Marks of Your | 

Royal Favour. 

We do further, in all Humulicy, 
beſcech Your Majeſty, That Your 
Majeſty would give ſuch Effectual 
Orders, as to Your Royal Wiſdom 
ſhall ſeem fic, for the Suppreſling all 
pernicious Books . and Pamphlets, 
which contain in theiti Impious Do- 
Etrines againſt the Holy Trinity, and 
other Fundamental Articles of our 
Faith, tending- to the Subverſion of 
the Chriſtian Religion ; and that the 
Authors and Publiſhers thereof may 
be Diſcountenanced and Puniſhed. 

And we do alſo moſt humbly be- 
ſcech Your Majeſty, That Your faid 
Proclamation may be Ordered to be 
Read at leaſt Four times in the Year, 
in all Churches and Chappels, imme- 
diately after Divine Service ; and at 
the Aſſizes and Quarter-Seflions of 


the 
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che Peace, juſt before _ the Charge 
is. given. 
We preſent to Your Majeſty, this | 
our moſt Humble ADDRESS, 
proceeding from our Duty and Zeal 
tor 'the Glory of God, and to the 
end that all our Coiunſels may be 
bleſs d by His Divine Aſſiſtance, and 
| may produce Honour; Safery and 
Happineſs, with all the Bleflings of 
2 Laſting Peace, 'ro Your Majeſty; 
and Your People. 
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We may bope..ta ſee the (preſent Undertaking 
_.. carried on..Qto \a. gloriaus \Ifſue,  in' alittle 


pt time, if. thoſe that. are? engaged in it. dequit | 


themſelves 4s they oughte:1\1/. 11 -Þ. TG 
py Applications Fo. Paotts... Men of all. Ranks "Or- 
ders, aud. Denompations. 1. P.T19 


Merlin and Capardiſejn ther Buſineſs of Re- 
formation both miſchievous-aud.fſcandalous'x 2.2 
The horrid Impiety'of ſuch unhappy Mew as-diſ- 
- » FOUT AGE AW coff at juſt, Endeavours of Refor- 

. nation, contemn Sacred things. ibid. 

ww. xs. 'and. Sufferings in..9. good Cauſe.are 

2 . the proper Exerciſes of. Chriſtian's Princi- 
..- ples,. aud ſhould. not therefore too much dife 
courage (Men.'in this pros Work A P«I23 

s he Conſtaucy:.in Suaffe! ings., of ſame + of, the 
vn Moralifts, - but; wich--mort-. of the 
. common Body of the Primitive C hriſtians 
_. does. ac ſhame GE Tas in this 


tbid. 


 Aoe a 
os Fe Pains and. Mi levies which. Zad Mex 
29. through int the. purſuit 4 their. ſecular 
... Concerns, 07" 4s. Deſigns, de reproach.” the 
-. Slath,avd Gap wardiſe of. 'the. Generality of 
\ Chriſtians inthe Cauſe of 'Religion. P. 125 
ek Applicating. t0 all that axe ficertly concerned 


+; 24,7he Wark of Reformation tobe ſteady in it, 


and ta rejoice in any. Sufferings they may meet 
with for the d. tſcharge of their. Duty. p.129 
4 R repreſentation of our Danger if the Attempts 
' of Reformation ſhould be defeated. p. 131 
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LY 


Advertiſement." 

Help to a National Reformation. Containing an Ab 
A itract of the Penal- Laws agzinſt Prophaneneſs and 
Vice. A Form of the Warrants ifſned out upon Offenders 
againft the ſaid Laws, A Blank Reyifter of ſuch Warrants, 
for the Magiſtrates calling of Conftables, Churth-Wardens, 
Overſeers of the Poor, oe. to account at the Sefſtons or 
otherwiſe, for the Execution of them, and the Application 
of the Money thereby levied, to the Uſe of the Poor; and 
for a Society of Reformation to make uſe of tor their keep- 
ing an Account of the Convictions of Offenders upon their 
own Informatione. Directions to Inferior Officers in the 
Execution of their Office. Prudential Rules for the giving 
of Informations to the Magiftrates in theſe Caſes. And 
a Specimen of an Agreement for the Forming of a Society 
for Reformation of Manners in any City, Town, or largec 
Village of the Kingdom. To which are added, His Ma- 
jefty's Proclamations for Preventing and Puniſhing Immo« 
rality and Prophaneneſs; and the lite Act of Parliament 
againſt Prophane Curſing and Swearing ;z which are to be 
Read Four times a Year by all Miniſters in their refpective 
Churthes and Chappels throughout the Kingdom, ESc. 

Printed for the Eaſe of Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and Inferior 
Officers, and the Direftion and Encouragement of private 
Perſons, who, in any part of the Kingdom, are engaged in 
the Glorious Work of Reformation, or are Religiouſly dif- 
poſed to contribute their Endeavours for the Promoting 
of it. Sold, for the Benefit of the Publick, Stich'd Four 
Pence, Bound Six-Pence. 

Blank Warrants and Regiſters in Caſes of prophane 
Swearing and Curkng, Drunkenneſs, and Prophanation of 
the Lord's-Day, &'. 

Sold by D: Brown, without Temple-Barz B. Aylmer, ac 
tbe Three Pigeons in Cornhill ; T. Parkhurſt, at be Three 
Crowns #n Cheapfide, near Mercers-Chappel ; j. Robinſon, 
at the Golden-Lion, D. Midwinter and T. Leigh, ac ebe Reſe 
and Crown, and R. Sympſon, at the Harp, :n Se. Paul's- 
Church-Yard; T. Goodwin, axd W. Rogers, an Fleet- 
Street ; J. Walthoe, #2 ce Temple; If. Harriſon, at Lin- 
colns-Inn- Gate 8 Chancery-Lane ; S. Heyrick, ae Grays- 
Inn-Gate s» Holbourn 3 }. Fox, 5m Weſtminfter- Hall ; and 
l, Downing, #2 Bartholomew-Cloſe near Weſt-Smiih- 

eld, 1702. | 


—_ 


= 


. 0 ARTE TE PAR LI” A AC ABS nf IP 


; uf 4 - , ——_ 
« # mat Y P Ax 
a. AM. 4004-4. k. + ts... ts... FLY 0 AM PR IT " ”"W = ITT | 


F An Accoung of the 
SOCIETIES 
FOR 
Reformation of Mannets, 
i, ES. ” 
ENnGranD and IRELAND. 


" T may be hoped, That this plain Diſcourſe 
will meet no other Enemies than ſuch as 
are likewiſe Enemies to Religion and Virtue, 
and are loſt to the Senſe of Good and Evil, 
ſince the only Deſign of it is evidently to 

promote. the true Intereſt of Religion ;, andit does 

not: oppoſe any one Man's honeſt Advantage; or 
encounter any common Opinion, that I know of, 
among us :* The Obſervation having been long 
linceenade, That how many Diſputes ſoever there 
have been rais'd-among the. too various Denomi- 
nations of-Chriſtians, concetning the Power of tht 

Magiſtrate in: Matters of Religion, with reſpec e1- 

ther to Faithor Worſhip, it hath never been a diſs 


pute, Whether the Magiſtrate harh Power to:puniſh 


Immoralities : 1 he Proſecution of Men for their 
Vices 4s 'not reckoned Perſecution : It : being 


the 


as plainly the Duty of __ Magiſtrate, from - 
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2 An Account of the Societies 


the Word of God, which obliges him to Execute 
Rom, 13 4- Wrath upon thoſe that do Evil, as it is evident from 
the diſmal Effe&s of Vice and Wickedneſs in all 
Ages, that Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Debau- 
thery are neteſlary; for the Preſervation/of Com- 
faunities, as that Þjery.and Yirrue-are rquiite to 
their Well-being ; and that unreſtrained Yzce and 
Prophaneneſs are as fatal to publick Societies, as 
they are deſtructive to private Perſons. 
. But tho' Lawsare neceſlary to the very Being 
of Tohnmunities,»and good Laws to. their Hap- 
pineſs, yet they cannot be ſuppoſed, by any Ra- 
tional Man, to be any more ſufficient of themſelves 
to procure the Welfare of the Body Politick, 
withont Execution, than the beſt Medicines can 
procure the Health of the Natural Body, without 
the Uſe and Application of them. 

If therefore the Execution of good Laws be ne- 
ceffary;as is proved; to the Welfare of Comtmu- 
nities.;} and thoſe that concern Matters. of Religion, 
as do thoſe for the-Puniſhment of Prophanene/s and 
Debauchery, are allow'd, in a Chriſtian Country,to 
deſerve the greateſt regard, the Intereſt of Relzgion 
and the Welfare of the Community being ſo deeply 
concerned therein, it cannot. be a matter of Diſ- 
pute, whether it becomes Men, that: call them- 
{elves Chriſtians, to promote the Execution of 
ſuch Laws : Nay,'it cannot bewell imagined, how 
Men cati have. a Zeal tor the Service of the Great 
God of Heaven and Earth, or can have a'due Love 
to Mankind, who. have go regard tothe Honour 
of God, or Welfare' oi their Country ; as ſhall 
hereafter more fully appear. 

+ 7..Now what becomes all Men, in their ſeveral 
Capacities, to do, in the/Promoting of the Ex- 
ecution of our Laws againſt Prophanineſsrand; De- 
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bauchery, my Buſineſs, 1n the firſt place, is to ſhew 


is Practicable, and that it may be done by us of *admone- 


this Nation ; * and that not only from what was 
done ſome Years ago, in the times of Uſurpation, 


but what hath been done within Eight Tears paſt, 0109 111. 


4n and about this City, and other Parts of the 
'Kingdotn. | | & 

It is very well known, that in the late times 
Prophane Swearing and Curſing, Drunkeneſs, Open- 
Lewdreſs, and Prophanation of the Lord"s-Day, were 
generally diſcouraged, and ſuppreſled. And it is 
as well known, to our Shame. that thoſe Sins have 
not only ſince revived among us, by reaſon of the 
Impunity of Offenders, the Countenance and Pre- 
ferment they have met with, and the Contagion 
of great and il] Examples, but have been commit- 
ted with great Impudence, and without Controul ; 
without either Shame, or the Fear of the Laws; ſo 
that they were ſeen and heard at Noon-Day, = 
1a our open Streets : and as if we were reſolve 
to out-do the Impieties of the very Heathens, 
Prophaneneſs, and even Blaſphemy, was too often 
the Wit and Entertainment of our Scandalous 
Play-Houſes, and /imczre Religion became the Jalt 
and Scorn of our Courts in the tate Reigns, 

And thus Debauchery diffuſed it ſelf throughout 
the whole Body of the Nation, till at laſt our Mo- 
rals were ſo corrupted, that Yirrme and Yice had, 
with too many, changed their Naines ; it was rec- 
koned Breeding to Swear, Gallantry to be Lewd, 


good Humour to be Drunk, and Wit to deſpiſe 


Sacred things; and it was enough to have rendred 
one ſuſpefted of Phanatici/m, or an abjeftneſs of 


Spirit, and a matter of Reproach, not to ſuffer 


'0nes ſelf to be carried away with this Torrent of - 
Wickednels, and aot to glory in thoſe faſhionable 
B 2 Yice3, 
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| Vices. Nay, it was thought an unpardonable._. 


Rudeneſs, even for a Clergy-Man, or Magiſtrate, 
to reprove or puniſh one that was guilty of them, 
notwithſtanding the ſolemn Obligations of their 
Oaths and Vows to do it. And even after-the 
Acceſſion of his preſent Majeſty to the Crown, tho 
Popery immediately vaniſhed, Inmorality and Pro- 


_ phaneneſs ſtill kept their ground, as if they ex- 


' Deur.23. 9. 


pected an Eſtabliſhment with our Liberties, after 
ſo long and peaceable a Poſſeſſion. 

Reformation was indeed talkt of by ſome Perſons 
as an Excellent thing, and as a proper way of ex- 


preſſing our Thankfulneſs to Almighty God for 
his Mercies to this Nation, and to procure a con- | 
Ttinuance of them to- us, and to our Poſterity :- But 


Vice was lookt upon as-too formidable an Enemy to 
be provok'd, and publick Reformation was thought 
{o difficult an Undertaking, that thoſe that gave it 
very. good Words, judged it not ſafe to ſet abont 


1t in the time of War, whilſt there were ſo many 


in Arms on the other ſide; and therefore they 
ſcemed to decline the Thoughts of it till we ſhould 
ſee the End of the uncertain War we were ingag'd 
in; tho? they were, I conceive, otherwiſe inſtruCt- 
ed by God's expreſs Command to the Jews: When 


the Hot goeth forth against thine Enemy, ther keep 


thy [elf from every wicked thing. 

When things were in this diſmal and almoſt de- 
{perate State, it came into the Hearts, it ſeems, of 
Five or Six private Gentlemen of the Church of 


Enaland, to engage in this difficult and hazardous, 


Enterprize, who contidering that the higher the 
Tide of Wickedneſs was, the more need there was 
of Oppoling it ; that our crying Sins were our 


greateſt Enemies, and moſt threatned our Ruineg, 


that we have Laws in Force againſt. them ; and that 
they 


on" No Rofermaties of Mana 
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they ſhould have the Laws of God with the Pray-, | 


ers of good Men on their ſide, reſolved, whatever 
Difficulties they met with, to make their Efforts 
for Promoting the,Execution of our Laws againſt 
Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, and the Suppreſling, 
of them by adviſable Methods. Ry 

This was ſuch an, Undertaking as we might 
well believe would ſoon alarm the Enemy, but: 
which the Patrons.of Vice would fake no doubt 
to.defeat before any Progreſs could be made; and: 
which the prudent and. wiſe Men of the World, 
who rely on ſecond Cauſes, with too little regard 
to the firſt, the Almighty Creator and Governor 


of the World, with whom: ( as King Aſa expreſles 


It in his Prayer) zt zs nothing to help, whether with 2 Cliron, 
many, or with thoſe thai have no power,, would look + "++ 


on with Pity, if not with Derifion ; and fo it 
proved, that the Champions and Advocates of 
Debauchery put themſelves in Array to defend 
their wretched and infamous Liberties ; they ſet 
themſelves to ridicule, to defame, and to oppole 
this Deſign, and to overthrow the hopes and ex- 
pecations of the Undertakers : And ſome others, 
whom in Charity we would not look on as Eneniies 
of Religion and Virtue, tho* we cannot eaſily 
eſteem them our Friends, whoſe Condudt has fo 
greatly obſtructed the Progreſs of this Deſign, 


' conſulting Humane Prudeace, or rather Worldly 


Policy, too much, and perhaps their own Qbliga- 


| tions too little, were very forward to cenſure theſe 


Attempts asthe effe&t ofan imprudent and an unſea- 
ſonable Zeal : But notwithſtanding a furious Op- 
polition from Adyerſfaries, phe ill Offices of thoſe 
from whom better things might have been expect- 
ed, and the unkind Neutrality .of Friends, theſe 


Gentlemen, who in a little time began to add ſome 
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others to their Number, not only kept their 
Gronnd, but made farther Advances; for our 
lateExcellent Q:U E E N, of Glorious Memory, 
having this Afﬀair laid before Her, in the Abſence 
af--the King, by a Prelate of great Learning and 
* The Fame, (the * late Biſhop of Worceſter ) She had juſt 


Right Re- Sentiments of it, and therefore thought it became 


<rogy w Her to cette omen ; She Graciouſly con- 
flee, > deſeended tothank thoſe who were concerned in 
it, and readily promiſed them Her Aſſiftance ; and 
afterwards, upon this Application made to Her 
* July 9. Majeſty, She was pleaſed to ſend Her * Lerter ro the 


1691. Tuſtices of Middleſex, commanding them to put the 


Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Vice in Execution with 
all Fidelity and Impartiality ; and to this end, that 
they ſhould be careful and diligent in encouraging all 
Perſons todo their part in giving Informations againſt 
Offenders, as they were obliged by their Oath, as Ma- 


giſtrates, to do;, and when there was further occa- 


tion, She ſhew'd She was in earneſt to promote 


this Deſign, by taking other more effeftual Me-- 


thods for that'purpoſe. But as it may well be ſup- 
poſed, That the Queens patronizing of theſe En- 
deavours could not but give Credit and Strength 
to them ; ſo the Aﬀair, by Her Death, ( it may 
as eafily be imagined ) muſt loſe a great Advan- 
tage : But yet the Loſs (tho' it appeared ex- 
ceedingly great ) did not diſconrage thoſe that 
were ingaged in this Enterprize. For as they at 


firſt ſet about it with little or no ExpeRation of . 


ſuch a Patroneſs, becauſe they thought it would 
be an acceptable Service to the King of Kings, and 
that it wculd promote the true Intereſts of Reli- 
gion, and the Welfare of their Country : So the 
{ame Conitderations obliged them to purfuetheir 
Pell gn withequal Vigour and Zeal, tho' they were 
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deprived ofſo great a Friend and Protedtor. And 
Divine Providence by this' time ſeemed to' fa: 
your their Endeavours,by the great and remarkable 
Succeſs that had attended them ; for Multitudes 
of Offendets had been by their means brought to 
Puniſhment. The puhlick Oppoſition that was at 
firſt made totheipUndertaking was broke throvgh 

( which the Lord Biſhop of Gt ncefter, who hath | 
been a great Encourager of: this Undertaking, ; 

an Account of in his Findication of 'it, w pps 
may be wiſhed, there may never be any eo 


Occaſion to remember) and tl he Honeſty of it = 
recommended it tp the Kawlns apes 
art of the Nation, whom the"? count of theſe 


Vatters rs reached'; the Enciny, after a ſevere 
Examinati Haylitg hot: been: A L difcovcr, 
that any illegal Methbds had Or that 
any ſecular Intereft was purſued. by "obs lf] 
beſtow'd their Time. and their Pains in carryin 
en ſo ungrateful ad hazardous; a Work, as tha Ree 
Reformario# will be alvays found; fince it is _— 
Oppoling of ill Men } rei ſinful Indulge 
which are often. more defirabl eito hem than; 
very Lives.  'With theſe Env0b gements ThE 
proſecuted their BuſineK, increaſing their Nunber 
by the Addition of Perſons of confiderable Note, 
and of the beſt CharaQer ;"ſome-of whom, tho 
they were of different Opinions from thoſe of the 
Eftabliſhd Chuich, as to ſome-poiuts concernin 
Religion, were willing to unite their Strength it 
the common cauſe of Chriſtianity, and engage in 
{o Noble a Deſign, that had done {o much Good : : 
By whoſe joint Endeavours great Advances have 
been made towards a Reformation of © Manners 
which is every day getting ground, Perfons © 
various Ranks, of conſiderable Fortunes, and of the 
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— Fhareit Charather,, offering: Aſſiſtance to it, not 


only in and about the City:of Zondon, but from 
ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, 


- . But ſince it hath been long deſired, that a more 
diſtinft and clear, View may be given to the 
World of. this Vudertaking, and of the Advances 
pf. it, which, thoſe, that have been 0ncpaly 
concerned, in. it, (;{0 1nduſtriouſly conſulting Pri- 
vacy) have, nothitherto been prevailed on, by any 
Temptations, either, of Vanity or Reſentment, to 
make publick, being more deſirous that it ſhould be 
known by {or Wer Effe&s,it, produces, than by 


# 


any. Hiſtory, or, Narrative ;; 1 ask leave to preſent 
the. World:with.a ſhort Scheme ,of the Deſign, and 
ſome Account pf the. Managers. of it, that the well- 
diſpoſed ;part of the Nation, that -have hitherto 
&n Strangers ; to. it, may, by. the Knowledge 
hereof, be induced to join in ſo; good a Work, 
and* now eſpecially, ſince this Conjuncture is ſo 
favourable to it, þcyond our Expetation. 


oo 21:4 Ytent 165 5 1h: | | 
© There is a very. large Body of Perſons, com; 


ls _ 
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” 


$4. of the Oriaimal Socrety | before-mentioned, 


7ith the Additions, that haye been ſince made of 
Perſons of Eminency . in .the Law, Members-of 
Parkament, Tuſtjees. of Peace, and conſiderable 
Citizens of Longop. of known Abilities and great 
Iatferity, who frequently meet to conſult of the 
beſt Methods for. carrying on the Buſineſs of Re- 
Prmation, and to, be ready. to adviſe. and aſſiſt 
others. that are already ingaged, or any that are 
willing to Join in the ſame Defign. _ 


This Society jsat a conſiderable Yearly Charge for 


the. cffectual managing their Buſineſs; but takes 
ho. Contripitions of any but their own Members, 
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by whoſe Endeavours, as was faid before; Thou+ 
ſands of Offenders in London and Weſtminſter have 
been brought to Puniſhment for: Swearing, Drun- 
kenneſs, and Prophanation of the Lord"s-Day;, and a 
great. part of the Kingdom has been awakened, in 
ſome meaſure, to a ſence of their Duty in this 
reſpec, and thereby a very hopeful Progreſs is 
made towards a General Reformation, | 


A. Second Society is of about Fifty Perſons, Tradeſ- 
men and others, who have more eſpecially applied 
themſelves to the Suppreſſion of Lexdneſs,by bring- 
ing the Offenders .to legal Puniſhment : Theſe 
may have aQtually ſuppreſſed and rooted out about 
Fruve Hundred Diſorderly Houſes, and cauſed to be. 
puniſhed ſome Thouſands of Lewd Perſons, beſides 
Sweaters, Drunkards, and Prophaners of the Lord's- 
Day, as may appear by their Printed Liſts of Of- 
fenders. Theſe Perſons, by their prudent: and 
legal management of their Buſineſs, have received 
great Countenance and Encouragement in our 
Courts of Judicature,. and very. particular Encou- 
ragement and Aſſiſtance, for ſeveral Years paſt, 
from the Lord-Mayor and Court of Aldermen, who 
are {ſenſible of the, great Service that 1s done by 
them, which they expreſs upon proper Occaſions. 


A Third Society is of Conſtables, (of which ſort 
of Officers care is taken to form Yearly a new 
Body 1n this City) who meet to contider of the 
molt effeftual way to diſcharge their Oarths, to ac- 
quaint one another with the Drficalties they meet 
with, to reſolve on proper Remedies, to divide 
themſelyes 11 the ſeyzral Parts of the City, fo as to 
take In the whoic to the beſt Advantage, for the 
inſpeCtuiyg of Diſorderly Houſes, taking,up of —_ 
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hards, Lewd Perſons, Prophaners of the Lord*s-Day, 
and Swearers out of the Streets and Markets, and 
cexrrying them before the Magiſtrates ; and I muſt 
obſerve, that this 1s found a very ſucceſsful Method 
for Conſtables to take, for the Suppreſling of the 
abominable 'Sin of Swearing, when "private 
Perſons are negligent in giving of Informations, 
and the Magiſtrate is careleſs of his Duty. 


A FoxrthRank.of Men, who have been fo highly 
Inftrumental in this Undertaking, that they may 
be reckoned a Corner-Store of it, 1s of fuch as have 
made it ſome part of their Bulineſs to give 7:for- 
mations tO the Magiſtrate, as they have had _— 
twaty, of ſuch Breaches of the Laws as were before- 
mentioned. Many of theſe Perſons have given the 
World a great and almoſt unhaard of Exatnple, in 
this corrupt Age, of Zeal and Chriſtian Courage, 
having underwent, at the beginning more-eſpeci- 
ally of thefe Proceedings, many Abu/es, and great 
Reproaches, not only from exaſperated and hardned 
Offenders, but often from their lukewarm Friends, 
religious Relations, and ſometimes from''TINt* 
faithful Magiſtrates, by whom they have been 
reviled, brow-beaten, and diſcouraged -from- per- 
forming {auch important Service, ſo neceſſary to 
the Welfare of their Country. And herein theſe 
brave Men have acted with fo great Prudence, as 
well as Zeal, that fore-ſee&ing it might one day bs 
the Policy-of the Enemy of all Goodneſs, and the 
Bnfineſs of wicked Men, who are his Inſtruments, 
and who could not generally be brought to Shame 
and Puniſhment for their infamous Practices but 
by their means, to raiſe Prejudices in the Minds of 


bad and unthinking oo again them,jand to 


diſparage their Proceedings, by whiſpering : of 
| I TL Jealoukes 
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Jealouſies of their being influenced in what they 

did by Worldly Conſiderations; That the World 
may be challenged to make appear, That theſe 
Socreties have been ſo much as treated with, by any 
Perſon whatſoever, to give formations with any 
Promiſe of a Reward, or that they have ever re- 
ceived the leaſt Advantage by any Convictions up- 
on theſe Statutes againſt Prophaneneſs and De- 
bauchery, the Money ariſing thereby being wholly 
appropriated to the Poor, except- the third. part 
of the Penalty upon the Statute againſt Prophana- 
tion of the Lord's-Day, which, in ſome Caſes, the 
Magiſtrate hath a_ bare Power to diſpoſe of ; but 
was never, that we know of, received by any one 
of theſe Perſons; which Ithought fit” to obſerve, 

as a laſting Anſwer to any Objection of this kind, 
in Juſtice to them who have gone through Frowns 
and Reproaches for the ſake of doing ſo much good z 
and that all Men may ſee with how great Reaſon 
It 15; both from the Character of the Perſons con- 
cerned in the diſcharging of this Service to Reli- 
gion and their Country, as well as from the Nature 
and Neceſlity of it, (which I ſhall hereafter enquire 
into) that the Name of an Informer is now become 
much more glorious among wiſe and good Mew,' 
than it was grown contemptibleby the ill Practices 
of ſome in our days: And that tt does therefore ap- 
pear truly honourable for Perſons of the greateſt Qua- 
lity to give Informations in theſe Caſes, for the Ser- 
vice of the moſt High God, as ſome among us, of 


greater Ranks than the World does perhaps think 
.of, have of late done; and which, it hath been 


obſerved, in divers  D:ſcourſes lately publiſhed, 
that even Princes under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation 


were not aſhamed todo. Now when theſe things were Ezra 9 
done, the Princes came to me, ſaying, The People of 1,2. / 
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Iſratl, and the Prieſts and the Levites have not ſepa- 
rated themſelves, from the people of the. Lands, doing 
according to their Abominations, &C. 


There are E:ght other regulated and mixt Bo- 
dies of Hoxſe-keepers and Offcers, in the ſeveral 
Quarters of London, Weſtminſter, and Southwark, 
who differ in their Conſtitution from thoſe before 
mentioned, hut generally agree in the Methods of 
inſpecting the Behaviour of Conſtables and other 
Officers, and going along with them, and aſliſting 
them in their Searching of Dz/orderly Houſes, in 
taking up of Offenders, and carrying them before 
the Magiſtrate, and alſo in giving Informations 
themſelves, as there is Occaſion. | 


Beſides thoſe before-mentioned, there are about 
Tine and T birty Religious Societies of another kind, 
in and about Carden and Weſtminſter, which are 


' propagated into other Parts of the Nation ; as 


Nottingham, Glouceſter, &c. and even into Ireland, 
where they have been, for ſome Months ſince 
ſpreading indivers Towns and Cities of that King- 
dom ; as Kilkeany, Drogheda, Mannouth, &c. eſpe- 
cplly in Dablin, where there are about Ter of theſe 
Socieries, which are promoted by the Biſhops and 
Inferior Clergy there. Theſe Perſons meet often 
to Pray, Sing Pſalms, and Read the Holy Scriptures 
together, and to Reprove, Exhort, and Eaifie one 
another by their Relig:ows Conferences. T hey more- 
Over carry on at their Meetings, Deſigns of Cha- 
7:ty, of different kinds; ſuch as Relieving the 
Wants of poor Houſe-keepers, maintaining their 
Children at. Schoo!, ſetting of Priſoners at Liberty, 
ſupporting of Lefures and daily Prayers in our 
Churches, Theſe are the SOCIETIES which 
Our 
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our late Gracious Queen, as the Learned Biſhop 

that hath writ an. Eſay on her Memory tells us, The Bi- 
took ſo great Satisfaftion in, That She inquired of- ſhop of 
ten and much about them, and was glad they went on ——_ 0 
and prevailed; which, Thanks be to God, they (, | na 
continue to do ; as the Reverend Mr. Woodward, ry of the 
who hath obliged the World with a very parti- lateQueen, 
cular Account of the K:ſe and Progreſs of them, + 118. 
hath lately acquainted us. And theſe likewiſe are 
SOCIETIES that have proved ſo exceedingly 
ſerviceable in the Work of REFORMATION, 
that they may be reckoned a chief Support to it, as 
our late Great Primate Arch-Biſhop Tz#o:ſox de= 
clar'd, upon ſeveral Occaſions, after he had ex-» 
amined their Orders, and inquired into their Lives, 

That he thought they were to the Church of England. 


I might now give an Account of a Soczery of Ati- 
niſters of the Church of England, for carrying on of 
this Work, and another 4preement of Juſtices of 
the Peace ;, but I am with-held at preſent by ſome 
Conſiderations from deſcending to any further 
Particulars, concerning them ;z and muſt content 
my ſelf with ſaying what will be eaſily allow'd, 
That the flared Meetings of ſuch Perſons are as 
proper, and may be more uſeful for the Promoting 
of this Work, than any other I have deſcrib'd. 
For what might we not expect from the Zealdms 
Endeavours of theſe Orders of Men in this Aﬀeair ? 
which, 'tis obvious, will not be employ'd with fo 
great Effect, as when they form themſelves into 
Societies, or at leaſt have frequent and ſtarerl Times 
of Meeting, for the Proſecution of this Buſineſs, 
"Tis true, that 14nifters and Magiſtrates have far 
greater Advantages, as well as more particular 
Obligations, than others, ( as I ſhall hereafter en- 
| deavoug 
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Work of Reformation ; but yet, when they a&t 
alone in this Contention between Yzrtze and Yice, 
tho? they will do great good in our preſent Cir- 

_ . cumſtances, and much more than they will-eafily 
: believe till they are heartily engaged in it; yer 
they ' muſt expect to be under Diſadvantage on 
fome Occaſions, as well as other ſingle Perſons, 
who exert their Zeal without a Communication 
with one another, and particularly when they 
encounter Combinations of wicked Men, which, 
It is not- unlikely, will ſometimes happen. Do 
we not ſee by what Methods the Men of the World 
-propagate Wickedneſs, and” conntermine good 
Deſigns? Is it not by their Clubs and Confede- 
racies ? ' Are we not ſenſible with what Advan- 
tage our Civil Concerns are carried on by Com- 
panies and Corporations ? - Nay, Does: not the 
Account before us convince us of the great Ulſe- 
fulneſs, or rather Neceſſity, of good Mens confe- 


cert Methods, and Encourage one another in this 
difficult Work of Confronting and Suppreſling of 
bare-fac'd-and infolent Wickedneſs! And that 
the Reaſon why good Men have not ſooner or 
more generally done it, may be, becauſe the Chil- 
dren of this World are in their Generation wiſer than 
the Children of Light. Since therefore Union and 
Method ſeems evidently to give good Men much 
the ſame Advantage ( abſtrafting from the Conſi- 
deration'of the Goodneſs of their Cauſe, and the 
Divine Aid that they may expect ) in their juſt 
and brave Oppoſition to Prophaneneſs and Immora- 
lities, agatnſt the greater Number, *tis to be feared, 
of the Wicked, as Diſcipline and good Ground in 


War gives a {mall Body of Men againſt a very un- 
equal 
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deavour'to make appear ) to be ſerviceable in this 


derating and mecting frequently together, to con- 
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equal Number of thoſe that are nndiſciplin'd, and 
with diſadvantageous Ground : *Tis highly to be 
wiſhed, That not only Soczeries of Miniſters aud 
Magiſtrates, but of all other Degrees of Men; were 
ſet up in Proſecution of this.Deſign, in all Parts of 
the Kingdom, more eſpecially in all Towns, Ci- 
ties,” and Corporations. And it may charitably 
be hoped, that there are but few, if any, fach 
Places, where there are not to be fonnd Three or 
Four Perſons at leaſt, of one or other Denomina- 
tion of Chriſtians, that have a Zeal for God and- 
Religion, who may eaſily form themſelves into a 
Society, which may enlarge by degrees, and which 
w1ll, probably ſpeaking, go a great way towards 
the Suppreſling publick Diſorders where they are; 
but may have a marvellons Effet, with God's 
Bleſling, for this End, where there is a Magiftrate 
that makes a Conſcience of his Daty, or a Minifter 
that encourages Reformation; as would be manifeſt 
to any that had obſerved in how ſhort a time, and 
to what a degree, open Wickedneſs bath been 
checkt, where a zcalous Xniſter hath given him- 
{elf the Trouble, I might rather have ſaid the Plea- 
ſure, of meeting ſometimes a Soczery of his Pariſhi- 
oners, to encourage their Zeal and Conſtancy in 
this Work of Reformation, even where the Magi- 
ſtrates have been either open or ſectet Enemies to 
it. The Advantages moreover are t00 many to 
be inſiſted on in this place, for the Exerciſing of 
our own Graces, and the Confirming our Virtuous 
Diſpolitions, by our Afſociaring with our Fellow 
Chriſtians for the carrying on Religious Deſigns, 
18 an Age when Chriſtian Converſation, which 
hath an ineſtimable Value with Men of Religion, 
is with ſuch difficulty met with. The Forming 
therefore of good Men into fuch pions Combina- 
| | £1008, 
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tions, for the over-balancing thoſe of. Vice, tl.e 
countermining the contrary Attempts of all wick- 
ed Men, and recovering the Power, as well as Form 
of Religion, is moſt earneſtly recommended to all 
the Friends of Piety and Virtue. And methinks 
it may be expected from all, that have any ſincere 
regard to God's Honour, their own and. their 
Country's Happineſs, that they ſhould exert them- 
ſelves, in their ſeveral Capacities, with. a noble 
Zeal and Emulation, for the PerfeCting of this 
great -Undertaking. And now eſpecially the 
Times of Peace are returned, which we have been 
told, are the Times of Reformation, ſurely none 


that carry the Face of Chriſtians can with Confi- . - 


dence offer new Excuſes any longer to poſtpone 
It ; we may now hope for the Aſſiſtance of ſome, 
at leaſt, of the cautious and prudent Men amongſt 
us, who have hitherto, with great Gravity, ſtood 
Neuters in this Afﬀair, and that they will at laſt 
anſwer the Expectation of good Men from them, 
and ſuffer the Generations to come to call them 
Bleſſed. - ?Tis at leaſt to be hoped, that if they are 

too Great and Wile to engage in the Work them- ' 

ſelves, they will not however obſtruct it more than 
the open Enemies of it can do, by their calling it 
an Impratticable Undertaking, whiſpering ground- 

leſs Jealouſies of the Deſign, or uncharitable and 
diſadvantageous Charatters of the, Perſons con- 

cerned 1n the Promoting it ; but rather, that they 

will let the World ſee that their Zeal 1s engaged 

1n the carrying on of wiſer Methods, for the Ef- 
teting of a National Reformation. And one would 

think, that the employing our Labouror Authority 

in this Noble Deſ#on, of being inſtrumental in do- 

ing good to Multitudes of Souls, by Suppreſling of 
National Sins, and, by conſequence, the REVVIng 

| . 
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the Power and Reputation of Religion, and there+ _ - 
by preventing National Judgmentsz! ſhould be 
more. worth the. Concern and :Apptication : of 
Chriſtians, and ſhould afford a more true! and ſos 


114 SatisfaQtion'than the purſuit-of our Worldly: 


Intereſts or Pleaſures. All indeed are not capabK 
of being ſerviceable in the ſame:-way;. but whes: 
ther it be by. Executing the Laws, or by: Preaching, 
Diſcourſing, Writing, Informing, Setting up of iS = 
ries, or otherwiſe contributing towards. it; whi 

way ſoever it be that 'we can further this/glorious 
Work, it will, I think, be hard taffind a good Ex- 
cuſe for any that ſhall decline'their Concurrence, 


according to their Advantages and Opportunities; * See the 
in an Undertaking which it would þecome the: Help to a 
greateſt Man -upon Earth to promote, * which is moms 
now fo far facilitated by the Schemes that are laid; 50. 
and the Merhods it is put into. - - - publiſhed. 


We have ſeen ſome few Perfons ingaging in this 
Enterprize' before they had any 2erhods'to direft 
them, or many Examples to:incourage them, en- 
countring Oppoſition in the firſt forming their 
Deſign, from open Enemies, and perhaps falſe 
Friends, ſuffering cruel Mockings, unkind Cenfares, 
and unjuſt Reproaches, and-yer_ not -giving'way. 
We have ſeen them ſurmounting'their greateſt 
Difficulties, fo that the main brunt ſeems now 
near oyer, and going 0n with thar Reſolution and 
Succeſs, that the Deluge of publick Wickedneſs is i- 
ſibly abated, We are told, that many Thouſand: 
have been brought to Puniſhment for Swearing 
and Curſing, by their means, Seventy Or Faghty 
Werrants a Week having been executed on theſe 
Offenders, in and about this City only, fince the 
late A of Parliament againſt Swearing and Curſing 
was made, which hath given _— and _ 
able 
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. . able a Checkdto: thoſe ſcandalous Sins, that our. 
Conſtibles ſometimes of late. hate found it diffi- 
cult to; taktppta Swearer in divers of our Streets 
and Markets; where, within a'few:Years paſt, hor- 
nd. ©aths,:Curſes; and Imprecations, were heard 
Eby 2ad:Night { thati a multitude of Drunkards, 
and Prophaners-of thei Lord*s- Day, ſome of whony 
keptias4t” were open-Markets.within'a few Years 
paſtz*have-been-mage Examples by their means z 

* See the & thiw Hundyeds: 'of 'Difordeily Houſes, which were 

priited hetiecbetter thaniStews, arid Nefts for Thieyes 

Accounts Clippers” and''Coihers, &c.: have' been roote 

EL” ,c eatramd: fuppreſitdy and that fome Thouſand? 

theſe 05: 0& iJiewd: Perfordoribhave. been: Impriſoned; Fined, 

fenders © and Whipt,z Keothatithe Tower-end of the Town, 
that haveand-imany of :vur | $treets, have r: been much 

- wo _ purg'd: of that. peſtilent Generatiow- of JNight-= 

2 en. CUatkers, that-ugd \ to infeſt them, ' which 

: were:a :Reproackht9:this'Noble City, and a Scan- 
dal-t6 Chriſttanity; ron ety Nut t9r them having 
been, fent in a:Wenzkito: Bridewel/ where they have 
oftitereceived fach Diſcipling; that aeonfiderable 
Number of them-haver choſe :rather tobe tranſ- 
ported to: our:iPlagtations,' to work there for an 
troneſt Sobſiſtencegzhadn. to expole themſelves, by 
their-lewd way,-ot Þiving, to Shame and Puniſh- 
mont,-to Poverty and -Diſcaſe; to all. ſorts of 
wicked: Practices, and: the danger of the Gallows, 
to-which, in the Concluſion, they are often, if not 
generally, brought./ And I may juſtly add, That 
tar greater things; by:the Application of the Or;- 
ginal Society of Gentlemen, have been accompliſhed, 
than what have: yet-been mentioned, -and ſach-as 
| am not permitredVat this time to difcover. But 
thus much may bedaid; That the Endeavorrs of 
thoſe Gentlemen have rmnot been confined to this 
| City 
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City and Kitgdojmn, but Rave extended as far as 
Treland, where they have had ao Pee, vety 
litfle, I think, to the Honovr* 6f that Kingdom, 
from whence it had its firſt RIP; ;%f which, fi ps 
#tnore particular Account may: he ls ed, 1 may 
fatisfie my felf, at-preſent, with fry frying In g n general, 
of my own Knowledpe, That'the Tran/attions 0 
Reformation here having been. near Tivo Tears ſince 
laid before ſome few Perſons in Jreland; and” ny 
of thoſe (I muſt again obſerve) rivate Perſons 
and of the Yower Rank of Men, nip proper Cohiſi- 
derati6ns to move”em to unite in the fate Deſign, 
and Methods to parſue-it with A vantage, i de- 
termined them to engage heartil J it: 'and they 
have proſecuted it with _ much' kv r, that there 
are now ſeveral Soczeries for Refhynr i inthe Ciry 
of Dublin, which Iam TL 'Accounts 
thatl have in my hands from cs vX. are ſpreading 
into ſeveral Parts of the Kingdo Undt are encou- 
ed by his Excellency ths] Earl of Gallway, (ane 
of the the Lords/Juſfices of reland ) the Right Reve= 
rend the 4/+=B:ſhop of Dublin, many ofthe Clergy, 
and the beſt of' the Mag: ſtrates and Gentlemen of 
that City : In Ore'sf which Socjeries, molt of the 


Pariſh- Miniſters of Dublin, ſeveral” of 'the pious 


Biſhops, perticularly the celebrated” Arch-Biſhop; 
and divers'other Perſons of Ouality, are/Members ; 
ſome of whom have ſhewn a Zeal, which if it pre-, 
vailed the Three Kingdoms over; mipht ſoon pro- 
duce a glorious Reverſe of the Stite they are now 
in; end which in leſs than Two Years ſpace hath 
ſiſeeeeded, tho not without ſach varions Oppo{1- 
Hons, as might be expected, from Combinations 
of bad Men, to that degree in Dab{:7, that the Pro- 
Phanation of the Lord*s-Day, by Tipling in publick 


- Hobſes, by Exercuing of Trade, and Expoting of 


C2 Goods 
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Goods to Sale, 1s.almoſt ſuppreſt ; that Lewd Wo- 
men are 10 ſfrictly . enquired after, and ſeverely 
uniſhed, that.they. have tranſported themſelves, 
5.in Evglard, to our Plantations; and that Swear: 
7g 15 ſo run doyn, that an Oath is rarely heard in 
their Streets; ſo that publick Diſorgers are re- 
tuarkably cured,. and,: in ſhort, Vice is afraid and 
aſhamed to ſhew. its head, where, within a few 


 Years:paſt, it was daring and triumphant. 


We are likewiſe aſſurgd, That Scotland hath 
concurred 50 theſe Matters, where. His Majeſty's 
Proclamation aggiſt- Prophaneneſs. and Debauchery 
hath, been iſſued gut in yery ſtrict terms, and His 
late Gfacious Letter, to the Parhament of that King- 
dom takes notice. of the Progreſs that they haye 
made. in- the Formir:of echods for the Diſcou- 
raging of Yice..and. Jrrcligion, .and..afſures them, 
That ts aW O Rk , moſt acceptable to Hun, 


But to return to our.dwn Nation, We are made 
acquaigted, That. many - Soczerzes,z andi Bodres :of 


' Men, of different Ravks and Perfwaſions, are Cn- 


aged in this Work, to which Men of Virtue, of 


'] emper, and aablemiſhed Reputation, may either 


join themſelves, according,; to. their Quality, Cir- 
cumſtances, or Opportunities, or may form them- 
ſelves into ew Bodzes - That the publick Oppo- 
{tion that was, made to it, which our Poſterity- 
may bluſh to read of, is at. an end, which, *tis to 
be hoped, will be the laſt that we ſhall hear of 1n 


a Chriſtian State, and'under a Proteſtant Govern-.; 


ment : 'T hat the City of London eſpouſes it, where 
there are Two Sexmuns Quarterly Preached, and 
divers of them Printed, to make Men. ſenſible of 
their Obligations in this reſpet, And it's true 
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alſo, That Swearing is much leflened, as we have 
reaſon to believe, by the Accounts we receive.in 
moſt, if not in all Parts of the Kingdom, as other 
publick Diſorders are in many ; and that Soczeries 
for Reformation have been in divers Places already 
actually fornr'd, and are going on in many others ; 
as particularly in Glouceſter, | Leiceſter, Coventry, 
Shrewsbury, Hull, Nottingham, Tamworth, New- 
caſtle, Cheſter, and ſeveral other- Corporations; 
ſo that in a few Months time, by. the Methods 
that are now taking, there is reaſon to believe 
that we ſhall hear of a very conſiderable Progreſs 
in this Work from all Parts of the Nation. - And 
now 1s this a time for Men, that would bereckoned 
Chriſtians, to ſtand Neuters in an Aﬀair wherein 


their Religion, their Country, and their Poſterity, 


are ſo deeply concerned ? Let-the Men who can 
contentedly ſee the Laws of God trampled upon; 


'who can, in their ordinary Converſation, in the 


Streets, and even at their own Tables, hear hor- 
rid Oaths and Curſes, nay, Men calling upon God 
for Damnation upon themſelves and others ; in a 
word, offering high Indignities to the Glorious 
Majeſty of their great Creator, conſider, whether 
the very Heathens, who would not ſuffer their 
Artificial Deities to be affronted, or theirReligion 
to be deſpis'd ; who, in Sieges, and other Diſtreſles 
from their Enemies, were more concerned for 
their Images and Altars than for their own Houſes, 
or private-Aﬀairs, do not condemn them ? Let 
our Learned Rabbies, the great Diſputers of the 
World, and all that make a Profeſſion of Religion, 
but give little better account of it than by expreſ- 
ling a fierce and uncharitable Heat againſt thoſe 
that differ from them in ſome things relating to 
Religion, but not eſſential to it, and wherein all 
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| Men equally wiſe and good have, 'I-doubt, never 


yet been fully agreed; think ſeriouſly with them- 
ſelves, whether they might not employ ſomeſhare 
at leaſt of their Parts and Zeal to much better pur- 
poſe, in furthering the Reformationof Mens Lives, 
and of the Manners of the Nation, by the Suppreſ- 
{ing of Prophaneneſs-and Vice, than by raifng or 
keeping up, with-an unchriſtian Temper, to the 
manifeſt Injury 'ef the Chriſtian Religion, which 
isa1 Inftitution'ot Love, dangerous or unneceſſary 
Controverſies or Diviſions, and'\making; of Proſe- 
Iytesto their new Opinions or Party; all Religions 


- beiftg, I'think, agreed, that bad Men are a Scandal 


tothe beſt Reltigfon, and that they cannot, if they 
comtinne ſo, be ſaved in any; and conſequently, 
that the being inſtrumental in the bringing over 
of atew Souls to the ſincere Pradtice of Piety and 
Virtue by any Chriſtian Methods (which thoſe I am 


treating of will; T hope, be allowed to be)/is of 


gereater Service td the'Chriſtian Religion, and the 
World, than the gaining of Hundreds that are vi- 
c10us tO any particularChurchor Party. But can Men 
of Conſcience ſatisfie themſelves with complaining 
of the Iniquties of the Age, and wiſhing for Re- 
formation, with giving only ſome good Words 
to theſe Proceedings, or even praying for God's 
Blefling vpon them, without doing, as they have 
Opportunity, what 1s neceſſary to promote them, 
when, as 1t hath been ſaid, we have the Laws of 
Got, of the Nation,” and, as we have reaſon to 
hope, the Government on our ſide; and moreover, 
ſo many Examples, and fo great Succeſs, to encon- 
rages, and have now; generally ſpeaking, not 
mnth more to fear than Calamnies and hard 
Words, and moft of thoſe, *tis to be hoped, from 
the Fnemies of God and Goodneſs; which the we 
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of Men, and the beſt Deſigns in all Apes, have 
ever met with, and which, in ſuch a Caſe, it is 
our true Glory to ſiffer ? No. Surely this is a 
Time, as I ſhall endeavour to make appear, for all 
good Men to join their Hearts and Hands, their 
Intereſt apd Authority, in this fo Neceſſary, fo 
Great, and fo Glorious a Work. 


Having now laid before the Reader a ſhort 
Scheme of this Undertaking, which was begun 
with great Oppoſition, in a Time that was.diſ- 
couraging to ſuch an Enterprize, and with ſuck 0- 
ther circumſtances of diſadvantape, as new things, 
be they never ſo wiſe and good, eſpecially At- 
tempts of this kind, generally meet with, and yet 
hath been advanced to ſuch a conſiderable degree, 
from ſo contemptible a Beginning, as it muſt ap- 
pear tohave had to the Wile and the Wary amon 
us, who do not duly conſider, that there is a Go 
that rules in the Kingdoms of Men, and who, as thc 
Prophet expreſſes it, giveth Power to the faint ; 
and to them that have no Might encreaſeth Strength, 
My next Buſineſs 1s to enquire, whether there are 
any Orders of Men among us, who are under more 
particular Obligations to be zealous and diligent 
in Promoting 4a publick Reformation of Manners. 


And, in the firſt place, I humbly ask leave to 
lay this Matter before the moſt Reverend Ordcr 
of the Clergy, beſeeching them, with all that due 
Reſpect which all good Men ought to have to their 
High and Holy Function, to conſider, if what 15 
endeavoured to be proved to be the Common Duty 
of all Mer, and the Special Obligation of Kings, Go- 
vernours, and Magiſtrates, be indeed fo, it 15 not 
the particular Province of thoſe, who have cntred 
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AR.20. 28. into. the Places of Querſeers and Watchmen; and of 


Ezek.3.17, whom the Blood of thoſe that die in their Sins, if they 


15, 20, 


knowingly ſuffer them to ſleep in them, will be required, 
to teach and inculcate theſe Duties as well as 
others: - And if any of their Body, after this Mat- 
ter is plainly laid before them, and they are con- 
vinced *tis their Duty to be diligent in the fur- 
thering it, wilfully neglect to excite all ſorts of 
Peopk, eſpecially thoſe belonging to their Charge, 
of what Rank or Quality ſoever, to do their Duty 
likewiſe in promoting, in their reſpeQtive Stations, 
the Execution of the Laws againſt Prophanencſs and 
Debauchery, they can give a good Account of their 
Condu@: to thoſe of their particular Charge, who 
have no concern to diſcharge their Duty herein, 
only for want of their being admoniſhed of it, and 
are not Partakers, in ſome degree, in the common 
Guilt of the Nation, which, as our Negkect of our 
Duty in this particular Inſtance, of not Promoting 
a Reformation, will encreaſe ; {0 it may be a means, 
notwithſtanding our preſent reſpite from Deſtru- 
ction, to draw down God's Judgments upon the 


Kingdom, if we continue to wake no better uſe of 


the Peace we haye with our Neighbours, than to 
fght, with our crying Enormities, againſt our 
God; which, as I think, few Nations, if any, have 
had, in theſe laſt Ages, greater reaſon to dread ; 
ſo, I ſuppoſe, all will grant, that none ſeem to 
have greater reaſonito uſe all proper means to pre- 
vent, than-thoſe who exped to give Account not 
only for their own Sins, but for the Sins of ſo many 


others beſides, if they wilfully uffer them to periſh 710 


them, by their refuſing to uſe the neceſſary means of 


preventing their living and dying in them. 
[ ſhall not, after 1 have humbly repreſented this 
Affit 0 this Sacrod Order, think fi to enquire 
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whether there hath been any Neglett on the part 
of their Body, or any one Member of it, in a matter 


wherein Religion is ſo highly concerned : I ask 


leave rather to ſay, That 1 am aſſured, upon un- 
queſtionable Information, that moſt of the Right 
Reverend the Biſhops have expreſſed their Appro- 


bation of the Soczeties of Reformation I have given 


an account of ; that I have never heard of the 
Name of any one of theſe Reverend Perſons that 
hath not done it upon an humble Application 
made to them for their Countenance and Encou- 


ragement of them ; and that divers of them, to 


my own certain Knowledge, have promoted them, 
and continue todo it, as a conſiderable Number of 
the Clergy in and about this City, as well as in 
other parts of the Kingdom, have done likewiſe 3 
ſome of them by Preaching, and frequently meet- 
ing to conſult, one another upon this Occalion ; 
and others of them by giving Informations them- 
ſelves to the Magiſtrates againit prophane Perſons; 
among whom, the generous and remarkable Aſlt- 
{tance that was given in this Aﬀair by the two late 
Eminent Divines, Dr. Horneck and Dr. Fekell, 
whoſe Deaths are ſo much lamented, under the 
various Obſtructions and Diſcouragements they 
encountred 1n the Proſecution of it, which thoſe 
pious Men made ſuch diſmal Refle&tions upon, as 
I ſhall vader our preſent Circumſtances forbcar to 
repeat, does demand a particular Acknowledge- 
ment 1n this place. and deſerves to be tranſinitted 
to atter-Ages, when the Names of ſuch as diſcou- 
rage Endeavours of Reformation may either be tor- 
got, or be remembred with Ignominy. And I not 
only ſubmit what I have ſaid on this Head of the 
Clergy, and this whole:Di/conrſe, to This Reverend 
Pody, which, ] thiak, I ſhall never obtain of -y 
ww | te 
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ſelf to Pabliſh without the Approbation of ſome 
of the pious Members of it ; but out of a ſenſe of 
my own Defects, and the tendereſt regard I would 
always have to matters of Religion, I heartily de- 
fire, if I am ever prevalled on to publiſh it, a pub- 
lick Correction from them of any thing I have ſaid 
in theſe Papers through Weakneſs or Inadverten- 
cy ; ( which; I hope, all the Advantages of the 
World would not have prevailed on me. if they 
could have been offered me, to have {aid know- 
ingly) that may not be warranted from the Holy 
Scriptures, or that does give Offence to any but 
thoſe whom the Repreſentation of their Sin,- or 
their Duty to them, and Religion it ſelf offends ; 
whoſe Sentiments of this Diſcourſe as I have no 
reaſon to ask, their Cenſures of it I may know 
how to value. ' | 

And I muſt the rather make this humble and 
ſolemn Addreſs to them for a ſpeedy Genfure of 
theſe Papers, if there is any juſt Occaſion for'it ; 
and that at theſame time they would be pleaſed to 
pnt this glorious Cauſe, that I have here repre- 


ſented with no more Skill, in a better light, which, _ | 


I conceive, would well become the moſt celebrated 
Writers of the Age to do, not only becauſe Errors 
in general, as well as Diſeaſes, are better prevented 
than cured after they are ſpread ; but becauſe up- 
on a long Conſideration and a full Knowledge I 
have had of the Undertaking I have treated of, and 
of the Sreps by which it hath been carried on from 
the very Beginning, I cannot but believe that the 
Virtnous part of the Nation, when it is laid before 
them, will conclude that there is abundant reaſon 
for their Concurrence and Aſſiſtance in it, and 
w1ll think, that either the Happineſs or Miſery of 
this Kingdom may with great ground be WE 

rom 
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from either the Succeſs or the Diſcouragement 
that theſe and other pions and juſt Endeavours 
for a National Reformation meet with. My Buſi- 
_ neſs, in the next place, 1s to confider the Mag:- 
ſtrates Obligation to be diligent in the Execurion of 
the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Debauchery. 

It will, I think, be allowed, That Government 
is of Divine Appointment, and that the Power of 
Magiſtrates, whether it be that of the Supream, 
or that of thoſe that are Inferior and Subordinate, 
is derived.originally from God. St. Paul ſpeak- 
ing of the Magiſtrate, ſays, he i the Miniſter of Rom.13-4. 
God to thee for Good. + There 1s no Power but of God: Rom.11,1. 
The Powers that be, are ordained of God. And Moſes 
ſpeaking to the Judges of the People of 1/rael, ſays, 

Hear the Canfes between your Brethren, and Judge Dent, x. 
righteouſly between every Man and his Brother. Te 16, 17, 
ſhall not reſpe&t Perſons in Judgment, but you ſhall hear 

the Small as well as the Great ; you ſhall not be afraid 

of the Face of Man, for the Jadrment i5 Gods, Take » Chron, 
heed (aid Fehoſhaphat to his Judges ) what ye ao : 19. 6, 
for ye judge not for Man, but for the Lord, who 1s 

with you im the Judgment, Wherefore now, let the 

Fear of the Lord be upon you, take heed and do it : 

for there u n0 Iniquity with the Lord our God, nor re- 

ſpebt of Perſons, nor taking of Gifts, Thus ſhall ye do Ver. g, 

' tn the Fear of the Lord, faithfully, and with a perfetF 
Heart. From whence we may, I think, conclude, 
without adding any.further proof of what is ſo 
generally confeſt, that Magiſtrates do a&t by God's r Pet. 2, 
Authority, are his Miniſters or Inſtruments, which 13» 14+ 
he maketh what uſe of he pleaſes in the Govern- 

ing the Natural and Rational World ; that they 

are to act for his Honour, and the Good of his 
People ; and that He will call them to account for 

their Behayionr in this 'refpe&, Accordingly, 


for 
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| 3 Tim. 2, 


much the Puniſhment © 


for Kings, and for all that are in Authority, the 
Apoſtle does particularly dire&t, That Smpplica- 
tions, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks be 
made, thas under them we may lead a quiet and peace- 
able Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, For our King 
therefore, and all ſorts of Magiltrates, does it not 
behove us to pray, That God would be pleaſed. 
to inſpire-them with Zeal for his Glory, and the 
Good cf his. People, and particularly to direct 
and aſſiſt them in this neceſſary and moſt weighty 
Affair of Reformation ? 

And as the Magiſtrate's Power is primarily and 
originally from God; fo is the Office and Power 
of Subordinate Magiſtrates immediately and viſt- 
bly conferred upon them as a weighty Truſt, by 
their Prince, and their Country, which they have 
an Obligation to the faithful Diſcharge of, in their 
natural Allegiance and Fidelity ; bug this Obli- 
gation riſes yet higher; they are bound yet cloſer 
to the faithful Diſcharge of their Office by a So- 
tema Oath, relating to their particylar Truſt, as 
well as by the Oath of Allegiance. Now the Obli- 
gation being thus great and various mult, I think, 
neceſlarily draw the dreadful Guilr of Perjury, as 
well as Breach of Truſt, upon thoſe, who being 
thus entruſted and obliged to execute the Laws, 
do wilfully negle& to do their Duty : For a 
Juſtice of the Peace takes this Solemn Oath at his 
Entrance into that Office : 


That in the County of in all Articles in the 


King*s Commiſſion to him dirctted, he ſhall do legal 
Right to the Poor, and to the Rich, after his Cunning, 
Wit, and Power, and after the Laws and Cuſtoms of the 
Realm, and the Statutes thereof made, &c. W herein 
ke is firſt obliged to do R:ght, which regards very 
e Ottenders, as appears 
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more fully in his Commiſſion ; and this equally 
reaches Rich and Poor. The whole County 1s af- 
ſign'd in the Oath, as the Extent of his Juriſdi- 
Aion, and therefore his Authority 1is'not confin'd 
to a part; he is not tied up to att only in any 
leſſer Diſtri& of it ;' but is to iſſue out his War- 
rants/againſt Offenders. upon Informations offered 
him by Perſons that -live never ſo remote from 
him in the County, or for Offences committed in 


any part. of it; which, tho *tis ſo obvious from 


the very Words both of the Oath and Commiſſion, 
I thought fit to take! notice of, leſt if we ſhould 
have any Magiſtrates:that ſhould think it too 
'much to give themſelves the Trouble to look into 
. the Diſorders of any kind that are committed 
even in their own Pariſhes, toſuppreſs them when 
they hear or obſerve them any-where elſe ; as 
Swearing and. Curſing, tor Inſtance, :1n Bowling- 
Greens, Coffee- Houſes, and other publick Places ; 
Drunkenneſs, Lewaneſs, and Prophanation of the 
Lord's-Day in the Taverns and Streess;, Or that 
ſhould 'uowillingly: receive Informationsfrom 0- 
thers of them, they ſhould, in either of theſe Caſes, 
| be tempted to think thoſe worthy Magutrates too 
officious, and take the Liberty to ſpeak-of them as 
ſuch, who, by. inſpeting into- theſe:\Diforders, 
where-ever they hear of them, in any.part of the 
County, and by giving Encouragement. to thoſe 
that bring them. Informations of ſuch Offences, 
(which will 10 conſequence draw a more than. or- 
dinary, Artendagce.upon them of ſuch Perſons on 
this Occaſion as live at a diſtance from. them) will 
thereby, make their Unfaithfulneſs in their Office 
the more remarkable... .He is obliged to:do Jaftice, 
according to the Laws, Statutes, and.\Cuſtoms. of the 


Kal, Hs is not then to break the Laws himiggt, .. 


Or 
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or to ſuffer others with Impunity to break ther, 
He isto diſcharge his Office according to his V- 
aerſtanding and Ability. But can any be ſuppoſed 
to be of ſuch weak Abilities, as not to' know: that 
Offenders ought to be puniſhed, when legal 1n- 
formations are offered them, or when Offences 
are committed before them ? If then any \Magi- 
ſtrates 'can diſcourage thofe who are 'ſo' much 
Friends to' their Country, as to bring them 1In- 
formations againſt Offenders, can Tefuſe' to;con- 
vict upon: them, or can fee. and hear one atiother 
break God's Laws, and the Laws of their Coun- 
try, at their Diverſion, and”/their own Tables; 


what is more dire&ly contrary to their Office and 


Truſt ? / What becomes of the Oaths that are 
upon. them ?' In -how many Inſtances do. they 
notoriouſly :break' them ? And if-the Violation 
of a Private Truſt is juſtly eſteemed - baſe and 
deteſtable, how much higher Aggravations muſt 
their Offences.admit of, who break a Publick one, 
{o Solemnly taken upon: them? And certainty 
Perjury, .that-is of ſo black anature 1n its ſelf; is 
not a leſs Enormity, or: leſs Infamous, in'a' Magi- 
{trate; than. it is in one-of aniaferior Order; 7 - 

The'Commaiſſion for a' Juſtice of. the Peace alſo 
ſets forthy. That he ts to! conſerve the Peace in ſuch: or 


Juſtice, p. /uch 4 County, and to keep, as well as Cauſe 10'be kepr 


18. C. 5. 


all Ordinances and Staruzes made for the Goad of the 
Peace, and the Conſervation  thereof,, and: for the 
Ouict, Rule.and Government. of His Majeſty's People, 
and in all: and every the Articles thereof, according t0 
the Force, Form, and Effett thereof, to chaſtiſe/ and 
puniſh all Perſons in the ſaid: County offending avainst 
the Form of theſe Qrainancts aid Statutes, or any of 
ther in the County, &c, | 0 
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It deſerves our Obſervation, That as the 
* Roman Government, the | Lacedemonian and R 99 ne | 
|| Athenian Common-Wealths, provided by thelr ,.1,,;cma. 
Laws againſt ill Magiſtrates, kept, when they yiftratas,' 
flouriſhed, vicious Men ' out of their Magiſtracy, quaſi 'Reis 
and entruſted thoſe with: the Execution of their publice 
Laws'that would ſhew fuch a Behaviour to-others — 
as. they: expected from: them. So ow? Goyern- qua prate= 
ment hereby ſtrictly requires the: Magiſtrates LO rea eſt ars, 
give a good Example. *Tis a mighty forte that facile pati- 
Example hath; one can hardly conceive any thing, ©" finmi- 
on-the-one hand, fo fooliſh and unaccountable ; 10% me ge 
and on the other, fo difficult and brave, as that ;nocentia 
Men may not 1n a great: degree be led to by it: contentus , 
Good' Example hath-often the advaiitage of Hu- &!t\ "Tallis 
mane Precept, of Admonition or Reproof, and ©'4'*" #7 
ſometimes of the Exerciſe of publick Juſtice, or + yi.toy 
private Authority, which, bekdes that they are in primis 
not always practicable, have often too little In- apud 'La- 
fluence upon the Mind ; but good Example hath ceoxme- 
a.great and ſecret.Charm to draw others to Imi- + ang 
ration; . It attradts and: aſſimilates by a Power, of 3%; Som 
which 'we cannot give a full. Account, tho' by goz"fem- 
ſhewing; Virtue as it were viſibly, it hath nnde- per ſpecta- 


niably thereby a great Advantage of other Me- Day 
| "= | ; Politic 

praceptum in quavis Republica ſervari ex uſu” flet, Nie. Cragin .de 

Repub. E acedemontorum, þ. $3. wh 


|| Inter 'pracipuos Athenienfium Magiftratus cenſendi ſuot annui 
Novemviri.  Oportebat in eorum vitam inquiri, avtequam Magiftratum 
capefſerent, Peticws de Legibus Ateics 236. Tantam honeftatiscuram 
his Novemviris yoluit efſe Solon, ut fi quis Archon vino fe ingurgitaverit, 
capiral ej fuerit ex hac lege. To dgxon wy waver Aupyy Surar®- 


"£570 1 Cnwiar Jurabant in leges ſe effe obſervaturos Novemviri. Jus- 


jurandum  Novemvirorum; _ Leges obſervabo, quod ft fecus fecero, 

aureamn ftatuam meam zqui ponderis pendam, Petitus de Legibm At= 

rick 140. "Agyorris cuvtun Mains dpya} x; Ie wr nndedaty 

&6c, Heracl, Pont. de Politins Athenienſiumn, - 
-. thods 
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®* Segnius thods of Inſtruction ; * thoſe' things being al- 
rritant 2- [owed to.make a much deeper and longer Impreſ- 
- will; = ſion upon our Minds that are repreſented to us 
I”; by our Eyes, than thoſe that are admitted by our 
' quam.quz Ears. Precepts, tho they are in the general not 
oculis only highly uſeful, but neceſſary, are not always 
om clear,,and when they are underſtood, the —_ 
eabus:.\ of them, af Admonition and Reproof, ſeems of- 
ten to be'more- or leſs according to the Example 
of them that give them ; ſuch Perſons are lookt 
on as a Reproach to Religion, and unqueſtionably 
do often give bad Men a further Averſion and 
Prejudice to it, that do, not prattiſe themſelves 
| what they: recommend in their Diſcourſes. As 
* r Tim. 4. the Chriſtian Religion does: therefore. ſtriftly 
16. oblige all its Proſelytes to ſhew a good Example, 
#Mat.23.3. Þy 2 {tridt Obſervance of its Precepts ; fo it does 
more eſpecially inculcate upon thoſe whoſe par- 
* T& &- ticular Office it is to teach others their Duty, their 
2242 wp Endeavouring to periwade them to it by their own 
zra7%/21;- £00d Example, as well as by their Doctrine, * that 
ver ky oip, they may thereby both ſave themſelves, and thoſe that . 
 axegrrey hear them; and when this is wanting, | when they 
3 zJups. [ay, but do not, how exceedingly miſchievous the 
+=#x-;- conſequences of it are, highly deſerFes ſerious 
tut A 3g Conſideration. The Heathen Moraliſts coyld 
73v vis Obſerve the great Miſchief that was done. the 
aiguy #&x World by Mercenary Mafters of Precept, by 
tuna; Whom they meant thoſe *-that endeavoured to 
Gu” and Falk elegantly of juſt things, but not 'to ao 
 irreimesr, Fm; and that it was not the Diſcourſes, but 
& !.ixs The good Examples; not the Schools, but the 
76 07 Manners of Philoſophers, that miade their 
[= <0 loo belt Diſciples what they were, and fo much 
x 267, fe. celebrated. | 7 knew (ſays Plato) Socrates by 
Laches, Fi5 good Works, more than by his good Woras , 
p. 437. | * and 
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* and he makes it a neceflary quality 
of a good Orator, that be hinſclf be 
Tuft and Virtuous. And accor- 
dingly Socrates ( iis Maſter) bemg 
axked what: he: thought to' be” the 
beſt Inſtrution, anſwered, Erpraxie, 
or © well-doing; | Example hath inz 


| deed ſuch a power, that Men are in 


a great degree too 'often ſuch as 
thoſe are with whom they converie; 
as even the Proverbs of many Nations 


have obſerved : So that he that gives 4 good Ex= 

ample, tho? he be but a private Perſon, does, in 

truth, a publick; Service, and lays an Obligation - 
n the Age he lives in : But the good Exain= 


u 
ao of Governours and Magiſprates 


add of Minifters ) have a far greater force of Per- 
{waſion ; their Virtues are generally derived, by 


Imitation, into the Manners .of the 
People. * How fatal an Influence 
more-eſpecially muſt then the v1- 
cious Examples, which the corrupt 
Nature of Man does with ſo much 
Eaſe cotuply with, of Superiors, of 
Perſons in Authority, whoſe parttt- 


cular Proyince it is to look to: the 


Execution of the Laws, have upan 
thoſe below them ? Thefe Men carry 
not only thoſe of their Neighbour- 
hood, but a great part of the Coun- 
ties they hve 1n, after them , many 
of whom, *tis very obvious, are apt 
to think it an Excuſe, if not a War- 


rant, to tranſgreſs after their Ezam- : 


ple. The Commiſſion of a Juſtice 
of P7zce does therefore with great 
B 
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* Qna!zs funimi civi- 
tatis viri--flerint, talis | 
C:vitas. eh | | 
Ut enim vitiis & (cele- 
ribus Magiftratuum infi- 
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reaſon tell him, That he i to keep himſelf, as well 

4 cauſe to be kept, all the Ordinances and Statutes, 

&c. AS his giving a good Example 1s a likely 

way to procure a due regard to his Office, to 
maintain his Authority, and, with the Exerciſe of 

ir, to reform others; ſo, on the contrary, his giv- 

ing a bad Example is as effectual a courſe to teath 

* Sine bo- others to break the Laws, * and to-bring a Con- 
nitate nul- tempt upon his Office, and the Government it ſelf, | 
la Majeſtas. 25 can caſily be thought of, I needed not to have 
PPX*9%# been thus long upon” this Head of Example, and 
n 991% particularly the malignant Influence of the bad Ex- 
en we amples of Magiſtrates and great Men, if moſt Ages 
ki 79 didnot abound with ſuch nnhappy Inſtances ; and 
$02.47” if-this Nation, in particular, had not felt ſo much 
691, 07- the fatal Effects of them, as may be ſome Excuſe 
rav 05% for my inſiſting on it. : But to go on : Beſides the 
mAtvs x2 Miſchief that 15 done by the vicious Examples of 
014m 84, Magiſtrates, with what reaſon can we expect, that 
\ thoſe that make no Conſcience to break the Laws, 

ſhould diligently and conſcientiouſly execute the 

Laws rpon others? And fuppoling ſuch Magi- 

ſtrates ſhould ſometimes, either out of a fear of 

. the Inſpection of the Government into their Be- 
.haviour, in the Reign of a Prince' that is zealous 

in the Diſcouraging of Vice ; or out of a deſire of 

keeping up their Reputation with better Men, be 
ſometimes enclined to -puniſh ſuch Offences in 

others as they are themſelves guilty of, conſciou{- 

neſs of their own Faults will, when they a& npon 

: No better and firmer Principles, deprive them of 
Conrage, and be very apt, upon many Occaſions, 

to draw them back from the Puniſhing of others, 
eſpecially when the Offenders. are either their 
Superiors or Equals; whereas the Law knows no 

reipect of Perſons; and they whoſe Buſineſs it is 

to 
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J 
to execute it, muſt do it without DiſtinQion ot 
Partiality. Their Commiſſion tells them, that. 
they are to chaſtiſe and puniſh all Perſons in the ſaid 
County offending, And can any that conlider this 
That we live under a Chriſtian Government, and 
that the Apoſtle acquaints us, That the Magi- — 
ſtrate is the Miniſter of God for Good ; That 4+ Rom.t3.3; 
beareth not the Sword in vain; Is a Revenger to ex< Ver. 4. 
ecute Wrath upon him that does Evil ;, and that Chri- 1 Per. 2: 
ſtians ſhould have a far greater Concern for the 13, 14- 
Honour of God, than for the Honour of theit 
Prince, their own Reputation or Eſtates, but think, 
that the Laws that relate to Piety and Virtue are 
to be chiefly I by the Magiſtrate ; that his 

incipal Care ſhould be applied to the reſtraining, 

En, Even thoſe of the higheſt Rink, from openly 
breaking thoſe Laws; by a ſtrict and impartial 
Execution of them, ſince the Reaſonableneſs' of 
the Puniſhing of Nen for the Violations of Reli- 
gion ſeems to have been evident by the Light 
of Nature? It being, I think, a juſt Obie - 
vation 'of the Heathen Philoſopher, * That tho' * Adver- 
ſeveral Nations do appoint ſevgral Puniſhments for (8. miale- 
the Violation of Religion, yet iÞ does nor in any ** pn of 
Country go wholly unpuniſhed. No Mens Quality g5,us. Ha. 
ought to ſhelter them ffom Puniſhment in this micidii, 
Caſe; even Privilege of Parliament does not veneficii, 
give thoſe who are allowed it for the Service parrician, 
of their Country, the miſchievous Liberty £90 
to trample upon the Laws of God and their ent ata; 
Country, nor will excuſe Magiſtrates from aQing alicubi ti- 
according to their Oaths in theſe Matters. Cha- verſa pez"a 
rity and good Manners would forbid us, if ſuck ﬆ : {cd u- 
a Caſe had never been heard of; of was like to iy 
happen, to ſuppoſe that this Privilege ſhould ever ,, #4 1:5, 


| be pretended, on fach an Occation, by any one of 2.; 6, 


3 thoſe 


4 — BS _ 4 a 
RI 9 or ona orgy WET ern Ser" ane A F 


IT 1004 AGO EI 6a ev 
+ ls 19h EI Se Ae am grooms 


36 An Account of the Societies 


FRecep: thoſe Bodies, who, as they * make Laws againſt 


tumq; om- Debauchery and-Prophaneneſs, ought likewiſe to en- 
Gentt,rr  deayour, by their own exemplary Behaviour, to 
' promote Piety:and, good Manners, to give Laws 


tempo. 


ramq; me- 6f;Civility to the reſt of the Nation ;, and toadd, 


moria, ut that.zf theſe things.do happen, good Magiſtrates, 
ad legum tis to be hoped, will a& as become\them.. And 
latarum 1.cre-is, 1 think; no doubt but*the bringing to: 
obſervan- oh 5 , { 

tam invi- : 1egal Puniſhment a Man, of \Title-or. Authortty, 
tarentar ”: that makes uſe of his Power or Intereſt to be more 
inferioris vicious, and to do-greater Miſchief to the World 
fortis ho- than others, 1s.4*preater Service;to Religion and 
mines, ex” our Colt | ighly honourable among 
emplo pa- WF Country, and more highly ho mong 
ten'um, Men, than the Puniſhing of a private Perſon, per=- 
qui primi haps than many poor Creatures, who, as hatli been 
eas cuſto- ſg obſerved, generally ſuffer the Extremity of 
wack ©: $& Law for ſuch Offences as their Neceſlities,are 
preſe-tim #2 IRmMPpration to: them, tho' not a Reaſon for 
Ill ip6 qui BEM, £0 commit, ” when. great Men, that cheat 
eas tulil- whole Provinces, and- þid defiance to Sacxed 
ſent, things, go. unpuniſhed, if they are; not rewarded. 


M iſt = C © 5 
has Gniber + If Hiſtory cap tell us of Heathens that could do 


natores, Regefque obediunt quoque ipſi legibus, iÞcft;-rectz ration. . 
. \ ' ; 


[Dstdorus Stculus. e R-fino. ; AV; 3 v9. t- 3% 
_ Sua t;g2 docyii;y wil aliud precipi debere, niſi quod priys quiſque fibi 
impetraverit. Val. Max. lib. 8. c. 6. Tit. 3. 4] | 
Preceptum (alubre Pittaci ſapientis apud Aufoniym : Pareto legi 
quiſque legem fanxeris. Rofimy de Ants. Rom. ir i 
+ $; quis convictus furti effet apud Locrenſes, effdiebantur £1 och. 
Contigit autem ut Zateuci filius furti revs convitiaretnr 3 cut quam 


» Locrenſcs peenam remitrerent, non tulit id Pater, ſed fibi unum, filio 


alterum, voliit erui oculum. Her. Pont. de Pol. Tened:orum. 

Legen quandam Tenediis fulif Tennes, qui licebat, 4dulterum de- 
prehe::(am i;.curi necate : Quum it«que fal'us ejus effet captus, interro- 
gavte regem qui ceperat, Quid ei faciendam ? Reſpondebat, Lege 
atendim: qyipropter & nmimmo ejus ab una parte fecuris excula, ab 
ater facies vii & mulieris Gno collo junta, Her. Ponr, qe Pol. 
Ing rim. | 


and 
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and ſuffer ſ--much for the. Maintenance of: the 
Laws. of' their Country, ſhall it be ſuppoſed that 
the. fear - of diſobliging a' Mani of Intereſt, that 
hath a ſwelling Title, one that 1s 1 doubt, ampro- 
perly called a Man of Honour; who affronts and 
contemns Religion, ſhould keep: Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrates from Executing the Laws of their Country, 
that are made for the Support of Religion, and to 
which they are Swern? And yet, as unworthy 


and unaccountable as ſuch a Behaviour may appear 
to be, even by the Light of Nature,Xit were well, if * pudet 

for the Honour of Chriſtian Magiſtrates, nay, even hzc oppro- 
of Huſhane Nature, that it could be denied, that Þiia nobis 


many, Iam unwilling to ſay moſt of the Magiſtrates E 
inthe late Reigns, lived and died with their Com- 


miſſions, without putting any one of the Laws, that iff refelti. 


our more virtuous Anceſtors had left'us againſt 


Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, in Execution, which 


ſome of the worthy Magiſtrates of this Reign, mak- 
ing a Conſcience of Diſcharging the Oaths they 
have taken, and the Truft that is repoſed in them, 
by their Perſonal Watchfulneſs and Diligence, as 
well as by their giving due Encouragement to thoſe 
who, without having Oaths to oblige them, or Re- 
wards to encouragethem, bring them Informations 
of the Breaches of thoſe Laws, which were grown 
almoſt obſolete and uſeleſs, have, to their great 
Honour, ſo ſucceſsfully done, with ſuch Oppolitton 
gnd Difficulty ; and not only with greater Cla- 
mour from hardned Offenders, but with more 
Reflection from too many others, than tiney might 
have met with if they had been breaking them in 
the moſt impudent manner, had been making 
Attempts to deſtroy them. .To prevent there- 
fore, tor the future, the Miſchief that this Nation 
may otherwiſe fall under, as it hath done, by the 
D 3 Untairh- 
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? Cogunt eos qui Magi- 
[ve abjerint, apud Cen- 
ores edere & exprimere 
quid in Magiftratu geſſc- 
rint, Go:h»fredus de dug. 


Jabul. Fraz. 


Cenforum Officipm 
erat deſcrihere facultates 
cujaſque Civjs, obſervare 
finguiorum hominum 
mores & vitamn, tollere 
guogue omina que pro- 
bitati morum'peſtem & 
PERCY i:latura vide- 

ntur, Roſinus de Anti 
q":itatibits Rent. fol. $20, 
© Cen'ores mores populi 
regun: 0. | 
cura Cenſoribus, quan- 
doquidem eos in Repub- 
lica ſemper volumus eſſe, 
Cugro de Leg. p. 349. 


Unfaithfulneſs of Magiſtrates, ir 


' keep L 


Hezc detur. 


r may deſerve Gone | 
ſideration, whether ir would not be 


. 


highly adviſable,* that,as we —_—_ 


the Romans for this reaſon order 
their Magiſtrates to give an Account 
of their Diligence for the Mainte- 
nance of the Laws to their Cenſors, 
+a chief part of whoſe Qffice it was, 
to look to a Reformation of Man- 
ners; and as our Magiſtrates are, by 
the late pre of Parliament againlt 
Swearing and Curſing, requyzed to 
7 of rhe they 
have convicted of thoſe Offences, 
and to return them to the Seſſions ; 
our Magiſtrates ſhould be likewiſe 
further obliged, to bring in to our 
Judges of Aſlize, or to the Quarter- 
Seſſions, Liſts of ſuch as they have 
convicted upon all the Statntes a- 
gainſt Prophanengſs and Debauchery, 
which Method will, I humbly con- 


? His au- celve, not only be effetual for the quickening the 
tem du9- Diligence of Magiſtrates, but give a juſt Terror 


b'1s, pre- 
mils & pAQX- 


to Offenders, and will afford the Government a 


na, ſalus MEANS of knowing what Magiſtrates are Unfaith- 
Reipubli- ful in their Office, * and deſerve Diſcountenance 


ez quam- and Puniſhment ; and, on the contrary, who they 


plurimun are that moſt honouxably difcharge their Truſts, 


eontinetur. 
Solon 


; do the greateſt Service to their Country, and de- 


Rempubli- ſerve the higheſt Regard fm it. And can any 


f 


cam dua- bnleſs they are faithful and 'zealous Miniſters 0! 


RR 
ixit pr 


F4 . 


Jay Cc. ad 


bus rebus the Goſpel, be ſuppoſed to deſerve more' Reſpect 
_ than thoſe Magiſtrates that conſcientiquſly apply 
io & pox. eOemiſelveg to the Suppreſſing of Vice and Pro- 
b phanenc(s, and fo the Promoting of Religion ? 


VY 
. 
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As the doing of this is, I conceive, the greateſt 
Benefit of Magiſtracy, and may be ſuppoſed, as 
hath been ſhewn, to be a great End for which it 
was appointed, ſo it can't, I think, be doubted, 
but God's Bleſſing may attend his Ordinance, the 
Magiſtrates zealous and united Endeayours for 
this purpoſe, ſo that they may ſucceed to the Spi- 
ritual good of particular Perſons, as well asto the 

ood of the Publick ; that as Afﬀictions are often 

ent by Him, to awaken Men out of their Lethargy 


in their vicious Courſes, and in the nature of them 


tend to that end, the legal CorreQions of Offen- 
ders, which may be looked on as Aﬀeittions, may, 
with God's Bleſſing, work the fame happy Effet 
upon them ; and the rather, ſince they are the im- 
mediate and ſenſible Effe&ts of their Sins ; and of 
this, we are told, there have been ſo many happy 
Inſtances ſince the beginning of theſe Tranſactions, 
as may be ſufficient, without other Conſiderations, 
to encourage the Magiſtrates Diligence : But 
when this fails of the deſired Succeſs upon parti- 
cular Perſons, yet it is a vaſt Advantage to the 
Cauſe of Religion in general, to keep the Multi- 
tude, by the ſtrict and exemplary Puniſhment of 
ſome Offenders, from the publick Commiſſion of 
ſuch ſcandalous Sins as waſt the Conſcience, at- 
front Religion, and dire@tly tend to bring it into 


Contempt, that, as the Scripture expreſſes it, Al Deut, 13; 


Ifracl may hear, and fear, and do no more any ſuch 11. 


Wickeaneſs. For conſidering the, Original Cor- 
ruption of our Nature, which is generally more 
depraved by our Education in a degenerate Age ; 
that being thus depraved and weakned, we find it 
no very eaſe work to reſiſt Temptations to Sins, 
to which we have either habituated our ſelves, or 
bave a natural propenſity, when they are naked 

| D 4 and 
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and alone; and that” tis much more difficult to en- 
counter thoſe Sis When Temptations to them are 
nade ſtronger by the bad and eminent Examples 
which are almoſt every-where to be. ſeen in our 
Commerce with the World, there being but few 
that we meet. with that . do nat recommend one 
Vice or other by their Example to our Imitation, 


and (which is, I think, Kill worſe.) molt of thoſe 


not ſuch as profeſs themſelves Enemies of Religi- 
on, but that pretead themſelves Chriſtians, enter- 
tain hopes of receiving the Benefits of Religion, 
and attend its Ordinances with Allowance, as of- 
ten as they think it for their Intereſt or Reputa- 
tion to do ſo; confjdering, I ſay, theſe things, 
have we not great reaſon to fear, that moſt Men 
will continue to £0 over to the major Party, that 
triumph in Wickedneſs, and that few will "have 
the Coprage and Bravery to join with the leſler 
and too much deſpiſed Party of Virtue, to go a- 
eainft the Stream of a Debapched Age, (which, 
for ought'l can ſee, there is greater likelihood that 
it ſhonld ſtil] grow more ſtrong, and furious, than 
that it ſhould abate) till frequent and publick 
wagrrs Jl of Vice are taken out of publick View 
by either the Exccution of our Civil Laws, or by 
the Revival of the ancifnt Diſcipline of the Church. 
Seneca could, it ieems, obicrve, That it was enough 
[0 ſhake the Re olution of a Socy ates, Or a Cato, tO 


bear up again#t and ſtem Vice, when it becomes ſo 


general and faſhionable, that it preſſes upon us 
with a kind of publick Anthoricy. And tho? 
Chriſtians have a clearer Revelation than thoſe 
Heathens had of their Duty, higher Obligations, 
aovJer Motives, and greater Aſſiſtances to per- 
form 1t, yer, I conceive, our Religiap does not 
teach us, nor our own Experience of Humane 

Frailty 
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Frailty does not encourage us to maks the way to 


our Duty and Happineſs as difficult as-we can, 
*Tis true, as may be objected; that Men are by no 
means to be ſuppoſed Religions, who are reſtrained 
from their Vices only by fenſe of-Shame, or fear of 
Humane Puniſhment ; but yet they muſt be thought 
to he ina much fairer way of being ſo under thoſe 
Reſtraints, than they would be without them. 
By their being kept by Humane Laws from an 
Indulgence of their yicious Inclinations, they may 
in time find the Pleaſure and the Advantage of the 
Reſtraint: And bad Examples, that abound in 
moſt places, which I take to be the great Occaſion 
of Sin, being by this means taken away, Vice will 
become ſcandalous, and Virtue will be in propor- 
tion eſteemed faſhionable ; and thus, I think, very 
great points are gained, For when Men that are 
vicious in their Inclinations,and even thoſe that are 
grown old in Senſuality, ſee plainly that Religion 
gives Men Eſteem and Advantage, as Debauchery 
and Irreligion hath too much done within our Me- 
mory, and they find that the Stream 1s turned, and 
bears hard againſt them, that they cannot commig 
their Diſorders with Jmpanity, nor without Shame z 
and moreover, Temptations to them are very much 
taken out of the way, then they will take ſome 

ains to be Virtuous, at leaſt to appear in the Dreſs 
of Virtue; then may we expect thar ſuch Men will 
begin ta enquire inta the Nature and Reaſons of 
Religion, and when they find, by a ſober Adver- 
tence to its Propoſals, ( which they will now make 
without Prejudice) and by ſome Experience they 


will have of the happy Effects of it, by their en- | 


deavouring to imitate it, that it prohibits us thoſe 
things that would be moſt highly injurious to us, 
and allows a SatisfaQtion to our ratianal Appetites; 

| that 
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that "it hath ſuchExcellencies as out-bid and put 
out of countenance all the Advantages that the 
World can offer ; that it fortifies us againft the 
croſs Occurrences and Calamities, the Changes and 
Storms of Life, and the Fears of Death, diſarms 
' tt of its Stings and Terrours; to ſay no more, 
that it filences the bitter Remonſtrances and ſting- 
ing Reproaches of Conſcience, delivers us from 
Plagues and Fears, Confuſion and Sorrow, from 
the tormenting Guilt, and the cruel Uſurpation 
and Outrages of our Luſts and Paſſions, and gives 
us in Exchange the noble Pleaſure of the Victory 
over our ſelves, who are our worſt Maſters, the 
Joys of Tanocence, the Triumphs of a good Con- 
Fence, and the Extafies of Heavenly Hopes, and 
direas us to the Regions of Bliſs, to Joys anſpeak- 
able and everlaſting : Then may it be that the good 
Diſpoſitions, which we may call the Seeds of Vir- 
tue, which ſeemed before as it were choak'd in ſome 
with ill Habits, may (with God's Bleſſing ) be a- 
wakened, and revive; and that others, who had 
ſome weak Inclinations to Religion, but had not 
ſtrength enough to bear the Contempt that now 
too often, if not generally attends the ſincere Pra- 
Eice of it, to go in an untrodden way, againſt the 
Tyranny of Cuſtom and Example, may take con- 
rage: Then may we hope to ſee Virtue, that hath 
been ſo long lighted and oppreſſed, drawn out of 
its Obſcurity, delivered from that Contempt which 
thePrevalency and Inſolence of Sin hath flung upon 
it, and imbittered it, be admired, embraced, and 
enthroned. 'So that the Magiſtrates taking away 
out of publick View Examples of Prophaneneſs and 
Debauchery, by a ſtric Execution of the Laws, 
ſeems as proper, if not as neceſſary a means for the 
keeping of Vice from the further ſpreading its 
:. j- | Contagion, 
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Contagion, and the retrieving of Virtue, as the 
preventing of thoſe that have the Plague \ 5 
them from mixing with thoſe that are not infetted, 
and ſhutting of them'up is neceſſary to the ſtop- 
ping the Nagin of that Diſtemper ; and, as it is 
not to be doubted, that where thoſe that have 
the Plague viſibly upon them, are allowed to con- 
verſe promiſcuouſly with the Sound, even to walk 
publickly in the Streets, it muſt be a certain ſi 

that the Diſtemper is Epidemical, that there is lit- 
tle hopes of putting a ſtop to it, or that thoſe whoſe 
proper Buſineſs it is to ſhut up and take care of 
the Diſeaſed, are themſelves infefted with the 
Diſtemper ; ſo it muſt in hike manner be thought 
to be when there is no care taken of the moral 
Diſeaſes of a State, when publick Prophaneneſs 
and Vice not only go unpuniſhed by the Magi- 
ſtrate, but are triumphant. From hence there- 
fore 'tis evident, that fuch Magiſtrates as diligently 
diſcharge their Office are not only inſtrumental 
in doing good to particular Perſons, but to the 
Publick, and may be ſo of a General Reformation, 
and+do therein what we have gronnd to believe is 
highly acceptable to God ; for thus faith God by 


the Prophet, Them that honour me I will honour ; 1 Sam. 2. 
. and they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed. And 3% 


accordingly we are told i the Holy Scriptures 
how acceptable to God the Zeal of Phinehas was, 
in Executing of Judgment upon Zimr:i and Cos: ; 


B ehold, F4 g wwe unto him my Covenant of Peace, and he Numb. 25. 
ſhall have it, and his Seed after him, even the Cove- 12113: 


nant of an Everlaſting Prieſthood, becauſe he was 


ZealouMfor his God, &c. And the Pſalmift tells us, * 
That zt was accounted to him for Righteouſneſs unto Pal, t06. 


all Generations for evermare, 


But 
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But now fince. His Majeſty's late Proclamation, 
and the Addreſs of the Honſe of Commons to His 
Majeſty, do not only give us too great reaſan.to 
fear, that all Magiſtrates will not duly conſider 
this as they ought, but plainly tell our Magiſtrates, 
That their Negligence and Unfaithfulneſs in their 
Office is the great Cauſe of the Debauchery and Pro- 

aneneſs of the Kingdom : It. may not be indecent or 
1mproper in this place to ſhew, in ſome Inſtances, 
how Magiſtrates may be liable to this Imputation. 
And firſt, ſuch Magiſtrates as can take ſuch 
ſolemn Oaths, and accept of ſuch Truſts, with- 
*Magiſtra- Out any ſerious Intention to diſcharge them, who, 
tus aut Ju- tho* they: are not vicious themſelves, can ob- 
dex neque {crve, without any concern, the Breaches of God's 
pro juſtis Laws; nay, :in the courſe of many Years do not 
orart PEG exerciſe their Authority, by any one fingle aCt, 


- proinjuftis 


exorari de. {0r the Puniſhing and Suppreſling of the horrid 
bet. Indignities that are daringly and almoſt in all 
t Hzc tria Places offered to the Great God of Heaven and 
= ſecuta Farth, at the ſame time that they. are very ſenſible 
« s 4 | = of, and do highly reſent any Aﬀeronts that are of- 
quoque ſe- tered their Prince, and even their own Perſons : 
qui debet, Or thoſe that areſo wonderfully gentle and flexi- 
ayt uteum ble, ſo over-run with Pity, that they can diſcharge 
quem PU” Impious and Debauched Wretches uponany com- 
=o 4 "foe NON Pretences, their Cries or Complaints, or the 
pena ejus {candalous Interceſſions of their powerful Advo- 

czteros Cates, tho* frequently brought before them, and 

meliores often with great difficulty, by faithful Officers, or 

a jy rh zealous Informers. +F As the inflicting of Puniſh- 

Oi. fects MENT ON ſuch Offenders* is what Magiſtrates 

riores cx- are ſtrictly obliged to, and is moreoveEwhat a 
texi vivant. ju{t Compaſſion to Criminals and the Community 
Sex. de C'- doth laudly call for : So, on the contrary, this 
mentzs, h#. Gontleneſs to them, which I have deſcribed, is a 
I, cap 2. breat 
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great Ihjuſtice, and'may, I think,” be reckoned a- 
mong thoſe Merciesthat Solomon tells us are cruel. 
* It mulſt at firſt naming appear to thinking Men. * Sicut-eft 
a fooliſh and criminal Pity, a great» Cruelty to the) jg 2 
Offenders themſelves, and the Community. To, £7, 
the Offenders themſlves, who, by being ſuffered to cudelitas 
paſs unpuniſhed iritheir:wicked Courles; generally parcens. 
£0 on, frequently. grow obſtinate-in; them, and Salutaris 
often bring on themſelves, with the Permiſſion, or ſeveritas 
by. the. Judgment.of God, fas greater Safferings in/y,n, (ee 
this:World than the.legal Puniſhment of them ciem cle- 
would haye amounted to ; . the Ruine: of their mentiz. 
Eſtates, Families, Health, a ſudden or aſcandalous 
Death by publick Juſtice, and withont Repentance,: 
Everlaſting DeſtruCion 'in the World $0 come 3's cjemen- 
all which'the timely and: wholſome Puniſhment of tiores lege 
thein' by-the Magiſtrate.might have been a means judices eſſe 
of preventing. X* But thisGentleneſs is a Cruelty 222 opor- 
and great Injuſtice to the Community ;, for hereby * Lonu "i 
publick Juſtice is obſtru&ted, and triumpHh'd over, ac Magi- 
Magiftracy is deſpiſed, the F Governmett it ſelf ftratuum 
is diſparaged and weakned, National Guilt, which contem- 
calls for National Puniſhment, is contra&ed, thoſe P!2n (e- 
that are either already. actually vicious, or that - no oY 
have vicious Inclinations, are encouraged to Ccon- gitioſz vo- 
tinve, or to.engage: nll Courſes, which the Body ces, & ad- 
of the People groan under the fad Effects of, by verſusPrin- 
the continual Sufferings of one kind or other that ©P** ipſos 
are by this means brought upon them. \And thus .$00000e” 
other Mens Sins ſeem to be made, in ſome ſenſe, tectiones, 
the Sins of Magiſtrates, according to that known Boden. Rep. 
_ faying,*Thar he that permits Offences tq be committed, #1: 3 6. 1. 
which he hath Power and Opportunity to prevent, doch <2 "01 
; - prohibet 
3 ſome fort command them to be done ;, or in Scripture PRnafire 
Phraſe, Magiſtrates hereby ſeem to be Partaktersin cum po- 
others Sins, Out of a ſenſe whereof, a former tel}, j.bet, 
Prince 
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upon his hearing that a Perſon whom he had par- 
Gen. 9. 6. doned for one Murther, againſt the'expreſs Word 
of God, had committed another, That he himfelf 
Murthered the fecond Perſon, by Pardoning the Offtz- 
der for his firſt Offence. Such Magiſtrates then as 
theſe are plainly Acceſſory to the Debauchery of 
the Nation ; as, in the next place, thoſe muſt be 
thought toi have been, if there have been any fuch, 
"who have been ſo far. from applying themſelves, 
as their Oaths oblige them, -to. the Execution of 
the Laws againſt Prophaneneſsand Vice, that they 
have uſed their Skill-and. Diligence to diſcourage 
and hinder thoſe of their own Body in doing their 
Duty, who have had the Honeſty and Zeal to diſ- 
charge it, by making it troubleſome and difficult 
-to them, by muſtering up, upon Occaſion, falla- 
cious Arguments, even the' common Excufes of 
Criminals againſt their Proſecution and Puniſh« 
ment. Asfor Inſtance; If they ſhould haveurged 
againſt the Puniſhing of Men for Swearing and 
Curſing, that *tis too ſevere to make Men Examples 
for Words, which, tho? they ſhould not- be uſed, 
may fall from them unawares, without arm ill In- 
tention, and without Injury, no Man being fup- 
poſed to be the worſe for another Man's proe 
phanely wiſhing him Damnation; and if Men 
are accuſtomed to ſuch Language, or likewiſe to 
Drunkenneſs or Lewaneſs, *tis difficult to break Ha- 
bits, eſpecially of ſuch Vices to which we have 
Temptations from our corrupt Nature ; and 


therefore to puniſh Gentlemen for theſe Offences - 


ſeems to be ill Breeding, as well as Severity, and 
to tend moreover to the deſtroying of Converſa- 
tion, and to the making of Life an infipid thing 3 
and to execute the Laws againſt Vice , —_ 
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ze/s upon Men of an inferior Rank, is to difable 
them to.pay Taxes, for the Support of the Go- 
vernment ; the Reſtraining more-eſpecially of 
ſome of them from frequenting of Afe-Houfes and 


T averns on. the Lords-Day, and others of them 


from the Permitting of 'Tipl;»g in thoſe Honſes, 1s 
the dire&t way to lefſen His Majeſty's Revenue 
ariſing by Exciſe, &c. If ſuch Arguments as theſe 
ſhould have been made uſe of by Magiſtrates in 
this, or in the former Reigns, to obſtrutt the Sup- 
preflion' of. theſe Enormities, it will: be readily 
confeſſed by Men of any virtuous Principles, That 
fach Men plainly fall under the Charge of being 4 
great Cauſe of the Debauchery of the Natzon, But 
having been led beſides my Intention to name theſe 
fallacious and ſcandalous Arguments, and: parti- 
cularly the laft and ' nioſt ſpecious of them that 
concerns the Exciſe, 'Þ ask leave of my Reader, 
leſt we ſhonld have any ſuch Men among - vs as 
ſhouldbe fo over-run with Concern for the Sup- 
plies of the Government.; as to have little or no 
Concern for their Duty to their God, or Regard 
to his Providence ofer-ruling Kingdoms, and 
ſhould not therefore be ſenſible of either the Im- 
piety or Abſurdity'of theſe Arguments, to put 
{ſuch in-mind, "Thar if the poorer ſort of Men are 
allowed to ſpend all, or.a great part of their Mo- 
ney, in Taverns and 'Ale-Houſes, they will not 
be 1n a very good Condition to maintain their 
Families, or to pay Taxes,-which ſuch Men are, 
vpon this Occaſion, I doubr, chiefly concerned a- 
bout; or that if Men of a ſuperior Rank have 
Money enough to maintain their Families, and 
diſcharge their other Obligations, and to ſpare, 
and they have no better Inclinations than to carry 
it to thoſe Houles, they have thme guovgh to ſpend 

it 
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it in them: on the other fix days of the Week, 
withont doing it upon the Zoxd"s-Day, to' the 
Negle& of their Duty to their Families, and the 
manifeſt Danger of the Ruine of their own Souls ; 
or that, laſtly, if a conſiderable Number of ſuch 
Houſes, many of which are Stews or Receptacles 
for High-way-Men, Coiners, and Pick-Pockets, 
were ſuppreſſed, as they ovght to be by Law, we 
ſhould therein act agreeably tothe commonReaſon 
of Mankind;as well as:to:the Wiſdom of our An- 
ceſtors, who; from a ſenſe:of the great Miſchief 
that. is done the Publick, by ſaffering an uvnneceſ- 
ſary 'Number .of. Publick Houſes; the true. and 
reaſonable-Defign* and, Uſe whereof are, as is ob- 
1 7ac. Rep. ſerved in the Preamble of one-of our Statutes, for 
cap. 9. the: Entertainment of Tramellers,: aid for the Conve- 
Co. 832. mience of Day-Labourers andpoorer Perſons, and not 
for .a Refuge. for idle and yicious People, thought 

it: neceſſary to diſcourage the Encreaſe; and to re- 

{train: the exceſſive Number of :them by the!Laws 

11 Hes. 7. made for . this purpoſe : : If this; I fay, was now 
«'& 6 xg, 40ne, there would be enough left-4 might be ſuf- 
6. cap. 25. cient not only to anſwer: the reaſonable Uſes of 
them, but to: ruine, as *tis not, 1 think, to be 
doubted they actually do, : many more Families 

than are ſupported by them ;, and thePerſons that 

keep fuch diforderly Houſes, 'as they :might be 

much more honeſtly employed; ſo more uſefully 

to the Publick, in ſome othet. way of Living than. 

in thisEmployment, which ſeems above moſt o- 

thers deſtruftive to it. From a Conſideration 

whereof we may ſuppoſe 1t was, that-our late 
Gracious Queen, inthe Abſence of the King, did 

iiguitie by the Right Honourable the Lord Chan- 

cellour of. England, to the. Juſtices of Af:ddle/ſex, 

whom his Lordſhip ordered to walt on him _—_ 

this 


v- a. CI 7 


1 hw (0 wo Y mu %Y yy FR We tu wy 


aw 


I 


Fg ated. dit... ts. tt. AS. 


OTE for Reformation of Manners. mM 


49 


this Occaſion, ( as by their printed Order made in 
purſuance of it may appear ) That it was Her 
Majeſty's Pleaſure that they ſhould. uſe their ut- 


moſt Diligence to prevent the Frequenting of 
Ale-Houſes and Taverns on the Lord"s-Day, as well 


out of time of Divine Service as in, by putting tlie 


May 30. 
1693, 


* Laws made againſt Tipling in thoſe Houſes in *17ac. c.9; 
ſtrict Execution, which they are ſince put in mind 21 7 <74 


of by His Majeſty's late Proclamation, But ſuch 
Objections as theſe have ſo little appearance of 
common ſenſe, and leſs of a good meaning in 
them, that they do not deſerve a more particular 
Confutation ; and as they ſerve as well for the not; 
Ponlſhing Peyery; Bribery, &c. ſo they would be 
with much more Decency offered, and one would 
hope ſooffter to hear of them urged under a Hea- 
then Corn than in a Proteſtant Country, 
and eſpecially WMder the Reign of a Prince that 
hath declared, that he deſires his Government 
ſhould be ſupported by the YVirtmes, and not by the 
Vices of his People, Ii therefore ſuch Arguments 
as theſe ſhould be uſed in this Reign, eſpecially by 
Magiſtrates, what an Indignity would thereby be 
offered to the King, and to the Nation ? His Ma- 
jeſty hath-not ſurely gone through ſo many Years 
Fatigues, and expoſed Himſelf to ſo many Perſonal 
Dangers by Land and Sea, and the Nation hath 
not loſt ſo 'much Blood, and ſpent ſo many Mil- 


lions for the ſecuring of our Liberties, and the 


obtaining a Peace with our Neighbours, that bad 
Men may have the Liberty to Blaſpheme the God 
of Heaven, and by their crying Sins to provoke 
Him to deſtroy us; to fling Contempt upon Re- 
ligion, and inſult over our Laws, and to ruine us 
as well as themſelves, under, the falſe and ſcanda- 
Jous Pretences that we ſhall " by their Impunity 


1 Car. Cc. 4. 
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the better enabled to pay off the Debt that is upon 
the Nation ;- that His Majeſty's Revenue will be 
encreaſed by the Encreaſe of Drunkenneſs, Propha- 
nation of the Lord's-Day, &c. If we ſhould have 
any Magiſtrates who ſhould thus-wildly argue, to 
hinder the Proſecution of ſuch Offenders ; and if 


* this Frenzy ſhould thereby prevail, what an infa- 


tuated Nation muſt we be thought to be? * 

But ſuppoſing that we are not in danger of 24a- 
8iſtrates, eſpecially in this Reign, that ſhall thus abuſe 
their Authority to the vileſt Purpoſes, by making it 
a Covert for acting the baſeſt things, what ſhall we 
think, in the next place, of ſuch'Magiſtrates, if we 


ſhould have any of them, who, when their Com- . 


miſſion tells them that they are to keep the Laws, as 
well as cauſe them to be kepr, ſhould frequfntly and 
openly break them, by whoſe _— Mul- 
titudes may be led into vicious Eourſes, or con- 
firmed in them, and by it and their Unfaithfulneſs 
in their Office, (which I take to be generally a 
Conſequence of the other ) a Nafion may bedrawn 
into Ruine, inſtead of being reformed by them ? 
May not ſuch Magiſtrates be juſtly charged with 
being a great Cauſe of the Debauchery of the Na- 
tion? And what a load of Guilt muſt thereby 
lie upon them ? Unhappy Men, that when they 
have ſo many Sins of their own, they will by this 
means contract fo terrible an Addition to them. 
Hiſtory may, I think, tell them of more than one 


Unfaithful Magiſtrate who have been flea'd, and 


whoſe Skins have {erv'd to cover the Bench or 
Place where they fate : But what is this Puniſh- 
ment to that which an Unfaithful Magiſtrate hath 
reaſon to fear in the. next World, tho? he meets 
with none in this? Snppoſing then from His 
Majeity's Proclamation, and the Addreſs of the late 

| Houſe 
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Houſe of Commons, that there may have been, 
within our Memory. ſome ſuch Magiſtrates as 
theſe, does it not behove ſuch Men ſpeedily to lay 
to heart the dreadful Sin of their having been 
Promoters of the Devil's Kingdom, and of publick 
Ruine? And I need not furely tell then, that 
*tis not Enough for them to be ſenſible of theif 
Guilt and Danger, to be ſorry for the great Miſ- 
chief they have done their,Country, without hear: 
tily endeayouring, as they. haye opportunity, to 
retrieve it. by'their future Diligence, and contrary 
Behaviour. ' *Fhe Nature of diſtributive Juſtice, 
which their Office acquaints them with, requires 
a Man to repair the. Injuries he has done to. any. 
This 1s fo ſtated a Rule artong -Divines, in the 
various kinds of known and wilful Injuries we 
may do to the Souls and Badies, Eſtates: and-Re+ 
putation of our Neighbours, and is ſo generally 
acknowledged, that I ſhall not labour to prove it, 
If then *tis allow'd, that all ſorts of wilful Injuries 
that we do our Neighbours, without Repentance 
for them,; expoſe us: to the: Juſtice of God ; and 
that our Repentance 15 not- in ordinary: Caſes 
reckoned ſound and compleat unleſs we endea- 
your, wheh it-is:if -our power, to repair the Inju- 
ries we haye done :; Can ſuch: Men be umnagined 
{o blindly partial to themſelves, as not to think, 
when they have publickly diſhonoured God, have 
drawn, by their wicked Examples, Numbers: of 
Men into Sin, or confirmed em in it, have tnade 
uſe of.their Authority to patronize Vice, ( and © 
perhaps to diſcredit and oppoſe jult Endeavours 
of Reformation) in Contempt of their Oaths and 
Truſts ;- and: have thereby done ſo (much Injury 
to a Kingdom, that they are not obliged, for the 
removing the load of Guilt that is upon m_ 
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the obtaining Forgiveneſs from God, a well- 
grounded Peace in their own Minds, and Efteem 
from Men, ſincerely to endeavour to repair the 
Injuries they have done to their Religion, therr 
Neighbours, or their Country, by their future Care 
and Diligence?  Andtill they do give the World 
ſome proof of this, they will not take jt amiſs if 
we do not think, that their late Repreſentatives 
in Parliament - have put them under too heavy a 
Charge; and if we ſay that'this is ſo very great, 
that tho” we are ſure that the Chriſtian Religion 
is the beſt Religion in the World, yet it fo much 
condenmns ſuch Practices, that ſuch as are guilty of 
them are a Diſhonour-to their Profeſſion, that we 
reckon that honeſt Heathens are not the worſt ſort 
of Men; or rather, that there are few, if any, worſe 
than' corrupt and unfaithful Magiſtrates. And 
therefore, methinks, tho* ſuch Magiſtrates were 
deaf-ro all Counſel, were fo given over to a Spirit 
of Slumber, that no Motives that have been: of- 
fered them from Religion will make any fach 
Impreſliion apon them; as to awaken-them- to a 
ſenſe of their Sin and Danger, if they have: yer 
any thing of the Modeſty of Men remaiming; 
Shame might oblige them to-a better Behaviour * 
that they ſhould. not. be able to look a Man 1n the 

Face. that hath a-Love to God and:his Country ; 

but..more eſpecially, . that they -:ſhonld be in the 

greateſt Confuſion:to hear in our Churches, ifthey 

{hould come there, the King's Proclamation Four 

times inthe Year, charging them with being the 

great Cauſe of the Encreaſe of Prophaneneſs and 

Vice in the Nation. It hath been generally thought 

an Indication of a good and generous Mind to de- 

fire an honeſt Reputation among Men ; and, on 

the contrary, a ſign of a baſe Soulayhally to dee 
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ſpiſe it-; on which Conſideration Soloz might well 

reſume, in the Laws he gave the Athenians, That 

e that bath no Valuc for his Reputation, will have 
little or no Regard to the publick Intereſt : For how 
can it be reaſonably imagined, that he ſhould have 
a tender ſenſe of the Honour or Intereſt of his 
Country, who hath no ſenſe of his own Honour 
and greateſt Intereſt, but that he will ſacrifice 


them upon Occaſion ? 


Indeed he that hath net- 


ther regard to Conſcience, nor ſenſe of Shame, 
ſeems not only in great danger of not being re- 
duced to Virtue by any common Methods, but to 
be loſt to almoſt all good Purpoſes, to be unit 


for common Intercourſes with Men, 


* but much more unfit to be honoured . 


and entruſted with the Care of the 
Execution and Maintenance of the 
Laws, wherein the Religion, Þ the 
Honour and Proſperity of the Nation, 
Is fo highly concerned : And there- 
fore I ſubmit it to the Judgment of 
thoſe who are more eſpecially con- 
cerned to conſider of theſe impor- 
tant Matters, whether it 1s not highly 
to be wiſhed, phat cffectual Care may 
be taken for the preventing the fatal 
Conſequences of ſuch Mens obtain- 
Ing, in any future Reign, Commiſ- 
fions of this kind, particularly by 
diſabling any to hoid them after chey 
are convicted a certain number of 
times of the Violations of the Laws 
which they are entruſted to execute. 


* Periculoſum eſt in- 
ſanienti gladinm, ac 1- 
probo viro Mapiiiratum 
commiltzre, 
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{+ Inter oTna qua 
Rempublicam «juſque 
telicitatein contieryvanty 
ml utiiius, nib] pi. 
fiantins quam viros ad 
Magiftratus gerendos e- 
ligere, furmma prudentia, 
ſapientia & virtute proe 
ditos ; quique ad honores 
obtinendos non ambitio»- 
ne, non largitionibus, fed 
lege eritute & modettia 
695i parent aditum. Gre» 


ral. dz: Op Sen. p. 109. 


For if we enquire into the Reaſcns of the Happi- 
neſs of moſt, if not all of thoſe Nations, who have 
arrived at the greatelt* pitch of Glory and Pro- 
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ſperity, we ſhall, I believe, have a / ary Conſent, 

That the Diligence and Faithfulneſs of Magj- 

ſtrates have been one of the greateſt Cauſes of it, 

unqueſtionably far more inſtramental therein 

# Vert dj. than * good Laws, which, we know, are but dead 

ci poteft Letters without the Magiſtrates Execution of 

Magiſtra- them. | And therefore Plato in his Common- 

, tym lege \Wealth appointed, that the Conſervators of the 
ell: o <- arti . ; \J; 

Laws, whoſe chief Care was to promote Virtue, 
quentem, bs , - 

tkeem ay. ſhould be ſuch Men as were eminent for Virtue, 


tm mn- and + more apply'd himſelf to the Forming of 


rom eſſe Magiſtrates than Laws. And accordingly 'twas 
Magi.'ra= yyiſely obſerved by Cicero, That if Magiſtrates 
n- , Ma- keep the Laws themſelves, they had little more to wiſh 
piltratibus ; ; 4 
3zitur o- for- || And by the Famous Athenian” Law-giver, 
pus eft,fine That aviftirates ought to obey the Laws, as well as 
gaorum rhe People the Magiſtrates, that a Goverment may be 
| 6rd izſring. Indeed we cannot eaſily conceive how 
4 = ki any Nation can be long happy without gopd 
non poteft Magiſtrates : So that *tis with great reaſon that 
ſtzre. C:c. our Church directs us to pray, That all that are put 
ae Leg. Þ- in Authority may truly and indifferently miniſter Fu- 
=3% .," ſtice, to the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, and 

( 11997 40 the Maintenance of God's true Religion and Virtue ;, 
ev Ty 


! INGEN 3nd that we eſteem thoſe that thus diſcharge their 
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mirina2 fint, Magiitratus autem optimj vel abſque legibus foriptis ipfi 


ſunt di leges, merito P/zzo non in condendjs Legibus, fed formandis 
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Duty as great Bleſſings to their Country, and may 
praiſe God for them ; and, on the contrary, that 
we think that thoſe unhappy Men, who, under 
the Obligations of Oaths and Truſts, have neg- 
lected or oppoſed the Execution of the Laws for 
the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, and 
Maintenance of Religion, do deſervedly lie un- 
der the dreadful Imputation of having been 4 
great Cauſe of the Prophaneneſs and Debauchery of. 


the Nation, and the fatal Enemies of 
it, * ſince we may look on that Na- 
tion, whether it be our own, or any 
other, to be in a very languiſhing 
Condition, -and in manifeſt danger 
of Ruine, where the Magiſtrates and 
the Generality of Men of greater 
Ranks, who have, by their being 
Placed in higher Stations, as Stars 
1n higher Orbs, ſo many Advantages 
to conduct the lower Ranks of Men, 
by the ſhining Examples of virtuous 
Lives, toſupport the Reputation and 
Intereſt of Virtue, do, by the Abuſe 
of their Authority, %or by their vi- 
cious Behaviour, ſcatter a peſtilential 
Infection where-ever they come, 
baſely make uſe of the Advantages 
they have above others, to the Diſ- 
honour of God, by whoſe Permiſſion 
they enjoy them ; | inſtead of being 
Patrons of Religion, help to debanch 


* Nam licet videre, fi 
velis repiicare memori- 
am temporum, quale(- 
cunque fummi Civitatis 
fueriat, talem Civitatem 
fuifſe. Idque haud pauio 
eſt verius quam quod 
Platoni noftro placet, 
qui Muficorum cantibus 
ait mutatis, mutari Civi- 
tatum ftatus, ego autem 
Nobilium vita, victuque 
mutato, mores mutart 
Civi:atum puto, C:c de 
L-g. p. 336. 

+ Accidit Magiſtratu- 
um negligentia, & vitis 
Nobilium, cives paula” 
tim 2 virture deſciſcant, 
variiſque malis Rempub- 
licam afficiunt, quibus 
inundatis Rempnblicam 
flukuare necefle eſt, 
Grim.de Opt.Scn.'.2.1 32 


thoſe about them, and ruine their Country. 
Inferior Officers are likewiſe obliged by their 
Oaths, as well as by the Deſign of their Offices, 
to be diligent in bringing Offenders to Puniſh- 
ment ; and therefore they are highly criminal if 


they are negligent therein, 
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The Conſtable's Oath tells him, That he # to 
uſe his Endeavour that Night-Walkers be appre- - 
bended. To ſee that the Statutes made for Pu- 
niſhing Vagabonds, and ſuch idle Perſons, coming 
within his Bounds and Limits, be duly put in Ex+ 
Ecution. To have a watchful Eye to ſuch Perſons 
as ſhall maintain or keep any Common Houſe or 
Place where any unlawſul Game 1 or ſhall be 
tſed ; as alſo, to ſuch as ſhall frequent or uſe ſuch 
Places, or ſhall uſe or exerciſe any unlawful Games 
g-ere or elſewhere, contrary to the Statutes, To pres 
ſent at the Aſſizes, Seſſions of the Peace, or Lect, all 


.and every the Offences dong contrary to the' Statutes 


made to reſtrain the inordinate Haunting and Tipling 
?n Inns, Ale- Houſes, and other Vittualling- Houſes, 
end for Repreſſing of Drunkenneſs ;, and that he 1s 


. well and duly, according to his Knowledge, Power, and 


Ability, to do and execute all other things belonging 
ro 4 Conſtable's Office. | 

Whyever therefore they are that undertake this 
Office, and wink at Offenders, or do not endea- 
vour to bring them to Puniſhment, would do 
well to conſider, how they can be acquitted fron 
Perjury'; but how much clgarer 1s their Fault, if 
they neglect or refuſe to ſerve thoſe Warrants 
which are brought to them agaznſt Swearers, 
Drunkgras, Lewd Perſons, and Prophaners of the 
Lord*'s-Day ;, or to leyy the ſeveral Forfeitures 
for theſe Offences ? as too many Conſtables, 
Headborovghs, Overſeers and Church-Wardens 


mM f *15- have done, which the Commiſſion of a Juſtice of 


the. Peace tells him he is to enquixe after. Their 


» Guilt is of the ſame nature with that of thoſe 


Juſtices, wha diſcourage Informations, and refuſq 
to gn Warrants againſt ſuch Offenders, where- 


by, beſides all other Aggravations of their' Sin 


before: 
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before-mentioned, they hinder the Poor of that 
Relief which the Law gives them out of the Pe- 
nalties upon thoſe Statutes, *which in ſome Caſes * Panis 
may happen to be the depriving them of their Pauperum 
Lives, and ought to be a dreadful Conſideration *ft Ng pu 
to thoſe that have the Guilt of it upon them ; the gm ane 
Poor having as good and undoubted a Right -to «| yir ſan- 
theſe Forfeitures, veſted in them by Law, as any guinis. 
Man hath to his own Eſtate. I have ſaid fo much 
of the Conſtable's Duty, that there is the leſs need 
of my adding much of the Church-Warden's, Sideſ- 
man's, and other Inferior Officers Obligations 
in this reſpe&, which fall in with that of the 
Conſtable's, | hy 

The Church-Wardens and Sideſmens Oath 
does not run in the ſame terms 1n all Diocelles, 
tho? their Office is, I ſuppoſe, much the ſame in 
moſt, if not all. The Tenor of the Church- 
Wardens and Sideſmens Oath in the Dioceſs of 


London, is as follows : 


You ſhall Swear truly and faithfully to execute the 
| Office of a C burch-W oven, within your Pariſh, 
ard according to" the be$+ of your Skill and 
Knowledge preſent ſuch Things and Pgrſons as- 
you know to be preſentable by the Laws Eccle- 
ſraſtical of the Realm. | 


And one of the Articles of Enquiry exhibited 
to the Miniſters, Church-Wardens, and Sideſmen 
of every Pariſh, runs thus : Are ud your Pariſh 
known or ſuſpetted to be guilty of Inceſt, Adultery, 
Formication, or any other Enormons Crimes? Do 
any Prophane the Lord's-Day, or any other great 
Holy-day, or the Name of GOD? And if the 
Church-Wardens and Sideſmen negle& to Pre- 
{ent, the Miniſters are told, That they may, a 

mh | ought 
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ought to Preſent, as they have the hiche## Obliga- 
tions to ſuppreſs Iniquity. 

From hence 'tis plain, That the Power of In- 
ferior Officers, as well as that of Magiſtrates, is 

reat, and would have a very remarkable Effect 
tor the Suppreſling of publick Diſorders, if it was 
generally uſed, and might ( with God's Bleſling ) 
go very far towards a National Reformation, 
with the Aſſiſtance of the Magiſtrate, if private 
Perſons would but do as, I conceive, becomes 
them, in giving Informations againſt Swearers, 
Drunkards, Lewd Perſons, and Prophaners of the 
Lords-Day, to the Magiſtrate, which ſhall be my 
next Buſineſs to recommend to the Conſideration 
of all that have a Love to God, their Neighbour, 
or their Country. OE, 

It hath been proved, That the Execution of 
good Laws 1s requiſite, in our preſent Circum- 
ſtances, for the Suppreſſing of Vice, and the 
Eftecting a Reformation of Manners ; but Magi- 
{trates cannot put the Laws in.Execution againſt 
Offenders without they have the Knowledge of 
the Offences ; and they cannot be preſent at all 
Places to obſerve them, tho* they have either 
ſuch a Senſe of their Duty, or ſo pious a Concern 
todo all the good they can in their Office, as fre- 
y_y to take their Walks, to obſerve Diſor- 
ders, (as divers of the worthy Magiſtrates have 
here done) in the ſeveral Quarters of the County 
in which they live, and to embrace all Oppor- 
tunities of uſing their Authority for the Sup- 
preſſing them: And thoſe Offences, that are 
Deeas of Darkneſs, it may be hoped, for the Ho- 
nour of our Magiſtrates, are not now generally 
and knowingly committed before them. One 
would tlunk that the Preſence of a ———_ 
| | | = 
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fhould have Tach an Awe upon 1ll Men, that they 
ſhould not dare to tranſgreſs before him : That 


' he ſhould reſent it as a high Afﬀront to him, if a 


Perſon of the higheſt Rank ſhould diſcover {o 
baſe an Opinion of him, as to expect that he 
ſhould - be content to break his Oath, to ſuffer 
him, upon the account of his Quality, to go un- 
puniſhed for any Offence of this kind committed 


before him. Ir is certainly much ſo where Ma- magiftra? 
iſtrates have a juſt ſenſe of Honour, or are as tus indicat 
exons and Faithful in the Diſcharge of their virum, 


Office as they ought to be : But the leſs this may 
reaſonably be hoped from all Magiſtrates at this 
day : there appears, I am ſure, the more reaſon, 
or rather a neceſlity, for private Perſons applying 
themſelves to this Buſineſs of giving Informations 
to them of our reigning Sins, without which, it 
is not reaſonably to be expected that Offenders 
will be generally brought to Puniſhment, eſpe- 
cially in Cities and Corporations, where it. may 
be preſumed, without Uncharicableneft, 125 ma=- 
ny are daily either publickly or privacety breaking 
the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and inmorsiiry, 
Thus then our giving of Informations 0 theſe 
Offences to the Magiſtrate ſeems abſoluteiy ne- 
ceſſary in onr preicnt Circymftances, as we hear- 
tily deſire or expect the S2upprefiicn of Propaane- 
neſs and Vice by Humane Laws. And { Qelire 
thoſe who would be informed whether there is 
any Direction or Example tor this Pra@tice irom 
the Word ot God, to conlider the following 
Texts of Scripture : 1} there be ford among you 
within any of thy Gates which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee, Man or Woman: that hath wrought Vickean]s 
zn the fight of the Lord thy God, in tran!orefſing his 
Covenant, And he hath cone aud ſerved other Goas, 
bo aud 


Deut.17. 2; 
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Ver: 5. 


Lev.24.11. 


Ver. 13. 
Ver. 14. 


 Fzrag.r. 


Mat.18.17. 


Deut.13.6. 


Ver. 83, 


Ver, 9. 
Ver. 11. 


w 


; JF Ver. 4. and worſhipped them, And it be told Fee, and thou 


ba#t beard of it, and enquired diligently, and behold it 
be true, and the thing certain, that ſuch Abomination 
zs wrought in Iſrael : Then ſhalt thou bring forth that 
Man, or that Woman, ( which hath committed that 
Wicked thing ) unto thy Gates, even that Man or 
that Woman, and ſhalt ſtone them with Stones till they 
die. And the Ijraclitiſh Woman's Son Blaſphemed 
the Name of the Lord, and Curſed, and they brought 
him unto Moſes. And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, 
ſaying, Bring forth him that hath Curſed without 
the Camp, and let all that heard him lay their Hands 
upon his Head, and let all the Congregation ſtone him. 
Now when theſe things were done, the Princes came to 
mp, ſaying, The People of Iſrael, and the Prieſts and 


the Levites, have not ſeparated themſelves from the 


People of the Lands, doing according to their Abo 
mimations, &c, And if he neglect to hear them, tell 
zt to the Church, Nay. they would do well to 
conſider, in how many Inſtances, under the Jewiſh 
Diſpenfation, thoſe who ſaw, or were acquainted 
with ſuch Offences, were poſitively commanded 
to be Witneſſes or Informers againſt the Perſons 
who committed them, tho' they were their near- 
eſt Relations: Thus, 1 thy Brother, the Son of 
thy Mother, or thy Son, or thy Daughter, or the Wife 
o thy Boſom, 'or thy Friend which 1 as thine own 
Soul, entice thee ſecretly, ſaying, Let us go and ſerve 
other Gods, Thou ſhalt not conſent unto him, nor 


hearken unto him, neither ſhall thine Eye pity ham, 


neither ſhalt thou ſpare, neither ſhalt thou conceal him, 
But thou ſhalt ſurely kill him , thine Hand ſhall be 


fir# upon him to put him to Death, and afterwards 


the Hand of all the People. And all Iſrael ſhall hear, 
and fear, and ſnali do no more any ſuch Wickeaneſs as 
this 1s among you. 


giving 


Now tho? this Method of | 
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giving Informations to the Magiſtrate againſt 
prophane and vicious Perſons may appear to un- 
thinking People to carry Severity in it, I ſhall 
endeavour to ſhew that it may be lookt on as a 
comprehenſive Branch of Charity, and a Religious 
Office, when it is performed, as other good. Acts 


ſhould be, with pure Intentions, upon proper Oc- 


caſions, and in a Chriſtian Temper. 
[t is, in the firſt place, a great Kindneſs to the 
Poor; the Money that is raiſed by Convictions 


- upon theſe Statutes againſt Prophaneneſs and 


Vice being by Law given to them, whereby they 
have 1n Fact had, for ſeveral Years paſt, in Zon- 
don and Weſtminſter, a conſiderable Supply, in the 
times of their great Diſtreſs 3, and the Burthen of 
the Proviſion for them, that hath lain ſo heavy 
on Pariſhes, hath been eafed : So that this Office, 
if there was no other Reaſon for it, one would 


think ſhould be agreeable to Men of Charity, to 


thoſe eſpecially whoſe Circumſtances will not per- 
mit them 'to give ſnch Aſſiſtance to the Poor as 
they could otherwiſe wiſh ; the Good of our poor 


Neighbour being hereby promoted by the ſame 


Ac that prevents God's Diſhonour. But the 
giving of Informations againſt Offenders will, I 
conceive, be found, upon an impartial Enquiry, 
to be a real Act of Charity, even towards::the 
Perſons offending, and to the Publick, as well as 
to thoſe who are relieved by the Penalties -le- 
vied upon them. | 
*Tis univerſally acknowledged, that we are 
not only to apply our ſelves tothe working out 
our own Salvation, but that we are to be con- 
cern'd for the Salvation of one anothers Souls, 
2nd to endeavour to further it, according to'our 
Advantages aud Opportygities ; and that thus 


Care”. 


. 
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Care is an Expreſſion of great Charity to. our 
Neighbour, and highly acceptable to Almighty 

Jatn. 5.20, God, For we are told, That he which converteth 
a Sinner from the Error of his way, ſhall ſave a Soul 

| from Death, and ſhall hide a multitude of Sins; and 

\ Dan, 12. 3. that they that turn many to Righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine 
*Jam.5.16, 45 the Stars for ever and ever. * Prayer, Exhorta- 
1Tim.2. 1, ti07, Admonzition, Reproof, and good Example, are 
Heb. 3. 13. all proper means for this end, and are plainly 
Rom. 15. jnculcatcd in the Word of God ; but when there 
9 , is but littie or-no hope of our Neighbour's A- 
1s. © mendment by the uſe of ſuch means, ( as I con- 
Eph. 5.11. ceive there often ts) where the Offender 1s ſo 
Mat. 5. 16, impudent and hardned, that he deſpiſes Counſel 
and Reproof, or they-make no ſort of good Im- 

preſſion rpon him, but; he rather takes an Occa- 

lion to commit the: more Sin, by falling 1nto 

Paſſion, 'or other Unchriſtian Irregularities, and 

. he bids defiance to all -other means, as he too 

often does, when he is ſo far from being aſhamed 

of his Wickedneſfs, that he values himfelf upon 


Proy.14.9, It, and: makes a dock at. Sin, as Solomon :tells us / 


Fools do, that he calls upon his Maker'to damn 

him, or. he otherwiſe. glories in his Shame : And 
Matt. 7. 6. our Saviour's Direction takes place, of nor caſting 

of Pearls before Swine : And we have, laſtly, little 

or no reaſon to expect any help or redreſs in 
this Caſe from the Eccleſiaſtical Power, by telling 
Mat.18.17. his Offences to the Church: Is if not an Act of 
Charity to try what the bringing the Offender to 
a legal CorreCtipn will do towards the recovering 
the poor Captive:out of the Snare of the Devil, 
and bringing him to a right mind ? And does 
not the neglect of doing this, the ſuffering him 
to go on in his wicked Courſes, to the manifeſt 
danger of the ruine of his Temporal and Eternal 
latereſt, 
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Intereſt, rather than the bringing him to whol- 
ſome Puniſhment, ſeem rather an Argument of 
fooliſh Pity, than'of Love; of a cruel and trea- 
cherous Fondneſs, than real Kindneſs? We do 
not think -it an expreſſion of Kindneſs to our 
deareſt Relations, that are lying under dangerons 


, Diſtempers, to chuſe rather to ſee them quietly 


die, than to uſe Medicines that ' will give them 
more Pain and Diſturbance, but are proper for 
the Recovering them.- And it is not the leſs 
Kindneſs to them becauſe m their deſperate and 
delirous Fits they have not a ſence of the Good 
we intend them by it, but refuſe the Remedy, 
and perhaps fly in the Face of the Phyſician ; 
nay, when [Inciſions are neceſlary, when a Mem- 
ber is to be cut off to prevent a Gangreen, we 
tie them down, and their Cries and Reproaches 
of Hardfhip and ill Uſage, tho' they are in their 
Senſes, do not hinder the'Operation. And have 
we not ſo much Compaſlion for thoſe miſerable 
Creatures who have little or no true Compaſlion 
for themſelves, that lie under the Lethargy of 
Sin, whereby their Souls are in fo great and evi- 
dent danger of being for ever loſt, to endeavour, 
by the Magiſtrates Puniſhment of them, to ſca- 
rifie and awaken them out of their deadly Sleep, 
to a ſenſe of their dangerous Condition ? and the 
Conſideration of it, which may have its beginning 
in the Fear of the Law, that they are driven to by 
the Shame and Puniſhment that is'thereby brought 
upon them, tnay be a means (with God's Grace) of 
working the happieſt Effects, may end in their hear- 
tily embracing wholſome Counſels. And will not 
they then think, that they that brought them to 


: legal Correction did them a Kindneſs, how grie- 


yous Toever it was to them when it was upon 
o them . 
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' them ; and that it was happy for them that they 


met with that Puniſhment that led them to Wiſ- 
dom? and when this Method fot the gobd of 
our Neighbour's Soul fails; we may, as after. the 
uſe of other proper means for the Cure of his 
Body, tho* without Effe&t, reaſonably give our 


ſelves ſome Satisfa&tion upon this Conſideration 


alone : But, in the next place, this Practice is 
however a high Service to the Community z for 
Religion being every Man's great Intereſt, every 
one's Work or. Daty, * the Community, accord- 
ing to the Senſe of the Civil Law; is injured by 
the Contempt that is flang upon it; by the open 
Afﬀronts and Violations of it, which every Man, 
as in a common cauſe, is therefore concerned to 
prevent. Now the Exemplary Puniſhment of 
open Offenders is the proper way ( as Reaſon 
and Experience may convince us) to repreſs 
publick Vice and Prophaneneſs, to keep the 
Generality from it, and to prevent God's Diſho- 
nour. It 1s, I conceive, one way moreoyer to 
keep us from being Partakers in other Mens Sins, 


and to take away National Guilt ; for a Nation 


may then be ſuppoſed to contra& publick Guilt, 
when Wickedneſs 1s publick and infolent, when 
the Supream. or- Subordinate Magiſtrates and Mi- 
niſters do, by their own ill Examples, and by their 
not Exerciling their Power or Authority, coun- 
tenance and confirm Men im it, and the Body of 
the People have no concern for the Supprefling 
of it : But a Nation is not thought to draw up- 
on it that publick Guilt which calls for National 
Puniſhment by the private Sins of particular 
Perſons, which covld not be prevented by either 
the Magiſtrates, Miniiters, or- the Peoples Care 
and Endeavours ; much of which ſeems to be in- 
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timated to us, as from other Texts of Scriptures: 
ſo particularly from theſe following :, The Hands Deit.17.7: 
of the Witneſſes ſhall be fir## upon: him to put him to: 

eath, ' and afterward the Hands of all the People;) 
So thou ſhalt put. the Evil away from: among" yous. 
And all the People ſhall hear, and -fear;_ and :do; no'Ver. 13; 
more preſumptuouſly. Then ſhall: bys- Father and” his Deut. 211 
Afother lay bold.on him, and bring him out unto the 19: 
Elaers of. bus. City, and unto. the:Gate of his. Place: 
Lnd they ſhall ſay unto the Elders of his City; This .Ner. 26. 
our Son 1s ſtubborn and rebellious, he will nat obey 
her Voice, he 15:4 Glutton and a Drunkard. fnd.Ver. 21: 
all the Men of bis City ſhall ftone him with Stones: | 
that he die + So ſbalt thou put Evil away from among 
you, and: all Iſrael ſhall hear and fear. Where we 


' may obſerve, that for the Suppreſling of Sin, aud 


the Preventing of publick Guilt, even Parents 
were commanded to bring their. own Children 
to be puniſhed with Death, if after. they were 
corrected by them for Gluttony. and Dranken- 
neſs, &c. they were not amended by it. _ 

If then the Puniſhment of Offenders; by the 
Execution: of the Laws againſt 'Debauchery an4 
Prophaneneſs,/ is neceſſary -to. the Suppreſhng..of 
Vice, and thoſe. Laws will not be generally Exe- 
cuted, unlefs Perſons acquaint Magiſtrates with . -- 
the Breaches of them ; if thoſe that-do ſo exerciſes - 
Charity to the'Souls of the Offenders, take a pro> - 
per courſe thereby to ayoid a-Participation il 
their Guilt, to make a Proviſion for the Wants 
of the Poor, to promote 'a General Reformation 


_ of Manners, to remove National Guilt, and prez 


vent God's Judgments falling upon the Body of 
a People, can any wiſe and geod Men, that duiy 
conſider theſe things, conclide, that they that 
zealouſly, and upon proper Occaſions, giye In- 
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Fre forma mations 'to "the Magiſtrates of the crying 


Enoxmities of this "Kingdom, do that which is 
not-agreeable to their Profeſſion, as becomes 
Chriſtians, or as -good Members of the Commu- 
nity ?inay, that conſidering our p 
ſtances, that there is-ſo little probability that 
a general: Reformation. of Manners 'will be' car- 
ried on:'without it, whether they are not'almoſt, 
if:not altogether-as neceſſary for this purpoFe as 
our \Statute-Book;,' Twas like- to \haye' faid, as 
even our Magiſtracy-?-- -And then, laſfly, can any 
wiſe. and cunprejudiced Men' think; that ſuch er= 
viceable Perſons as theſe, that often expoſe them- 
ſehvests Inconvenientits'in diſcharging this Office 


for” Conſcience-ſake, (which may be-perhaps the. 


moſt difficult and invidious; and: therefore a high- 
by honourable part i this arduous Work of Re- 
formation Jdo not-deſtrve great Teſpe&t; and good 
Words-at leaſt fron thoſe, 'who, tHb? they have 
juſbthoughtbof the Reaſonableneſs and Neceflity 
of it, have not ZeaÞ:enough- thetniſtlves to difſ- 
* Primum charge! it? *andthegood Words that are given 
cer vene- themz; andthe Reſpect that is paid: them upon 
ps 12.4. this account may; in:many- caſes;' be'a"means of 
aFciantur, faxtHering this Work, | which ateNich cheap and 
Lavs enim ſafe-Things, -that, tis fo be hoped; they will not 
parit emu- b&thoupht too much"to beafforded by the moſt 
ationem, faing-hearted Chriſtian that/is willing to contri- 
virtuiem, Dare any Endeavours towards it; which, it may 
$:0b. p. 50. ÞEiexpected,/ thoſe that deſerve the Name of Chri- 
ſtians'will bs. For tho* thoſe brave Men-are thus 
willing' to expoſe themſelves, often- to Reproach 
and\ Hardſhips from bad Men, for. ſuch noble 
purpoſes, it'will, Fthink, notwithſtanding, con- 
fidering the Infirmities-of Humane: Nature, and 
the Wickeduels of this Nation, be'our Prodence 
all 


reſent Circom-' 
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te Dk; FER ally de. _ Our. Laws ſup- 


poſe ſach Men thus highly, RE as cleat: reaſon 
bel 's they ate; n bi Promotion .of. Virtues 
and indeed far the Preſervation of 20F Governs 
ment. Her late jeſty of Glorious Memory, iti 
purſuance of Her great deſign of | Reforming the Na> 
Fa, G6 therefc iT in Her 


Lerter-tO the foly 9} 


5 of Mida gex, Command them tobe careful and 1691: 


ff ent in Encouraging all Perſons that ſhould bri 
gen Informations S 7 efe Offences ;, and the futios 
6f Madleſe ex, the Magiſtrates of London, and of, 
oops other Cities of the Kingdom, from a ſenſe 
grept SEP that is done the Publick by 

fa PS Gigs ing Lafoenpations or rather, as 
may be-ſup ws the abſolute Neceſlity of 
it, do in their Prideed Orders invite thoſe that ara 
Wellwiſhers to their Country, #6 bring thert 
Informations of the Breaches of the Laws again#h 
Prophaneneſs and, Yice; and tell Hem "ris. 
their Duty to do; ,.: and promiſe. to. give them 
Encouragement.” now, laſtly, His Majeſty 
by His Proclamation does command. all Judges, 
Hig, Sheriffs; Fuſtices of the Peace, and all other 
xs and Mmiſters, both Eccleſraſtical and agus 


: ar Subje&s, whom it may concern, to be very 
wr i anc 79 rict in the ;Dilrovery, and the 
wolecution ad Pagiſhment of all 
7 mal. Eo be guilty of Exceſſive Drinking, 
hemy, Prophane Noor iti and Curſing, Lend- 
neſs; Prophanation of | the Lord's-Day, SC. as rey 
will anfwer 4 to Almighty God, and. i: p02 pain 9) f bis 
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be Difptegſure. 50 th thoſe wh oppofe 
Dips nformati OY in theſe Caſe: Hike 
fe y Fer i direRly: to ſtrike at the. Foundativ of 
our Conſtitution, LY, 'do"'oppole Reformation, 
and: confront the Government, which are ner 
mities ithat demand a 'dve'Re Reſentment fr froth all 


that are concerned for the Honor of our Go-. 


vernment; our: Laws, or our Religion. And. if 
any Magiſtrates ſhoulddiſcoutag ethioſe that bring 
them Informations on theſe Potions, by giv 
rot hard-words, making, _ Work” as diene 
to then as'th Gn by ully forcing then to 
'"\ Ing and Cee; y Fee: dance ot them in this 
Buſineſs, 0? not TOO Toe from the Infults 


of obſtinate' Offerider®. IF. ? any ſhould be 


In, 
{olentard Uaring' as t5 offer rem, "ris, I thidk, 


evident, that they, not* only a&t therein contrary 
to! their Diity, 'as Chriſtiaris, bur to their Oaths 
3d Truſts, as Mares and. to Kr digg 
fions of Loyalty and Obedience xo. thE Govern- 
Metit, as Subjects. And now, .i5.Tt poſſible fo: 
Ehceive? [that any pag es can deſire. the 
Execution of thoſe Laivs ny; thar + any .that FIG 
hot the greateſt Enemies to it, and ate nor loſt to 
M ſciiſe of true Honopr*as Well" as Conſcience, 

Aovid iridefianceof all tir © ligations, and'i in 
full ContradiRion to their printed Orders with 


_ their - Nantes" to them, pnblickly et up by their 


Direction on Churches and other*publick: Places, 
not treat with reſpe@, and” give the greateſt En- 
couragement to thoſe excellent. Perſons, patticu- 
larly by making this bufineſs as caſie to them as 
they can, by P 
Afﬀronts and *Aſſaults from wicked Men, and "BY: 
ing them all poſſible diſpatch; who, in ſuch a pro- 


fligate Age, do, tor the preventing the ta 
\ tnat 


vtecting them from any kind' vf 
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that are offered to the preat God, ant] the'Ruijis | 
them 


#4 


of their Country, brin : n, fenerally with tron- 
ble, and ſometimes with great difficulty, Informa- 
tions of fuch Offences ? Boe a6 


And, on the other hand, I do not fee, generally 
ſpeaking, how thoſe'that are copvinced, that the 
giving of Informations to Magiſtrates of theſe Of- 
ences is a Chriſtian Office, a likely and proper, if 
not a-neceſlary means of Reformation of Manners, 
and yet wholly negle& the doing jg; at atime when 
they ſee their-Fellow-Chriſtians engaging ſucceſs- 
fully in it, can in ordinary caſes eafily fatisfie them- 
{elves that they have a due Zeal for God's Honour, 
or Charity to their Neighbours. Tis allowed, thar 
this will be ſometimes done with ſome Danger and 
Inconvenience, * but ſo much the more landable 1s * Dulce eſt 
the doing of it, A brave Man who refuſes to tive F*: dro 
under the laviſh Dominion of Cuſtom'and Exam- 7" =* 

le, -who frequently works againſt Wind and 

ide,-and ſteers in the Teeth-of Danger, muſt | | 
expect to be ſometimes toſt and batter'd ; Þ but F Avidaeft 
Dangers and Difficulties do often invite, rather Pericui | 
than*difcourage ſuch a one from doing that which wy 
becomes him. Virtue could, I think, be hardly gg, quod 
diſtinguiſhed from a kind of Senſuality, if 1t were paſſura elit, 
gained, without any Labour. Every mean Soul cogitat ; 
can do ſuch things as require no Reſoſution or \ 090m ie 
Courage, that are not attended with any Trouble 190 
or Inconvenience; but tho there has never bcen fo ;,gr;z pais 
general a Corruption in any: Chriſtian Age or Na- eit..Sen. de 
tion, as that there have not been ſome conſpicuous Pr. cp. 4. 
for their Piety, yet the number of thoſe wiſe and P: 737: 
happy Perſons have, in moſt Ages of the World, 
been too few, who have preferr'd their Duty to 
all other Conſiderations. If *tis not generally 
thought taſhionable to Inform, let it be — 
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ether tis faſhippable to be Religious. Don't 


tendumelt of them, otherwiſe the Notions .of Good and 
od wanprl & Evil will be ſoan confounded. Thoſe Attions 
orave ipfj- are diſhonourable that carry, 10 their Nature a 
us conſci- Repugnancy to Reaſanand Religion; but if thoſe 
evtiz pon- Actions that dirgty tend to preſerve and ſtreng- 
dns eſt,qu2 then Government, to promote Religion, and the 
ay 7 good of Mankind, be honourable, then the BIVITg 
nia. Cic, Of Informations upon theſe Occaſions, that are fo 
| - - much countenanced and encouraged by the Go- 
vernment and the Laws, are, I conceive, truly 
honourable, tho corrupt Men judge otherwiſe ; 
* Apyd -- * ſuch, for inftance, who think it more honoura- 
quosvirtus ble to reſent an Afront with the loſs of their own 
_ - or their Felow-Chriſtians Lives, and reckon, in 
icims” ſhort, Temperance and Chattity, Meckneſs and 
'_ **  Humllity, Zeal for God, and Heavenly-minded- 
\ 2Cor.5.7. neſs, contemptible Qualities, and fitfor mean and 
7 Nun Ex- bafe,Souls. Let it be remembred, that Chriſtians 
006 WAy are.}|.:o maſk by Faith, and. pot by Sight ;, + by Pre: 
4268 1 les ed 4 ? por. 301692 
radican- CAPS» and not by Examples; . that” tis to the moſt 
um, High God, who judgerh Righteouſly, and with "OR 


"T + | & 


% A be 3 alt. 


je 


TT for Reformation of OS a. | 


the W:/dom of this World #5 Fooliſhneſs, and. not to 1Cor.3. 19+ 
a ſinful Generation that, in divers Inſtances-that 
might be mentioned, calls Evil, Good; and Good, 
Evil, that we are to approve our ſelves. So 
that putting this Caſe at that diſadvantage as the 
cowardly and formal Chriſtian ( who will not fail 
to raiſe ObjeCtions, and ſtart Difficulties on ſuch 
an Occaſion ) would have it, and will be ſure him- 
flf'to do; ſuppoſing that the giving of Informa- 
tions of theſe Offences ſhould ſometimes expoſe 
Men to reproachful Words or rude Treatment 
from an ill Magiſtrate, or a profligate Offender, 
which it will not be for the Honour of any Go- 
yernment to'countenance, *tis the Buſineſs, I think, 


of Chriſtians to conſider, whether they ought nor 


©o ſuffer Shame, and undergo ſome Trouble and 
Loſs for the Exerciſing an A of Charity to their 
Neighbours Souls, for the ſuppreſſing of National 
Sins, the preventing of God's Diſhonour, and the 


"ruine of their Country, now eſpecially that their 


Endeavours of this kind will be ſo very likely to 

be effecual for theſe ends. © If the Work is un- 
queſtionably good, we are told in the Holy Scri- 

ptures, That ?*r;5 'good to be zealouſly affetted always Gal. 4. 18; 
3n a good thing, That Chrift gave himſelf for us, Tj, 2, 14, 
that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purifie 

unto himſelf 4 peculiar People zealous of good Works. 

And we are further tojd by our Bleſſed Saviour, 

That becanſe his Diſciples were nor of the World, Joh. 15. 


but he had choſen them out of the World, therefore the 12 19. 


World hated: them, as it hated him, And by the 
Apoſtle, That all that w:# live Godly in Christ 2 Tim. 3; 
Teſus ſhall ſuffer Perſecution, which, I think, Chri- 12, 
ſans in this Age experience in ſome degree, as 

well as they did in the times of Perſecution. For 


-d6 we not ſe the faithful Servants of God fre- 
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Wifd. 2. 


| 32, 


Ver. 14. 


Ver. 15. 


Ver. 16, 


Ver. 17. 
Ver. 196 


Ver, 29. 


ce them calumpiated, derided and contemned by 
them. and expoſed to.many Aſſaults and Suffer- 
ings from them for the ſake of their Religion. 
Their holy Lives they are ſenſible do reproach 
them, which is very grievous to them; and for 
this Cauſe they often, I ſuppoſe, bear a Hatred to 
them,which pars them-upon ſeeking Opportunities, 
which they ſoon enopgh find, to injure tliem, el- 
ther in their Goods, in their Bodies, or in their 
Reputation; of which there is given us, in the 
Book of W:{dom, a very. lively Deſcription : Let 
us lie in wait for the Righteous, becauſe he 15 not for 
our turn, and he i clean contrary to our doings : he 
tpbraideth us with our offending the Law. He was 
made to reprove our Thoughts. He is grievous unto 
245 ever to behold ;, far his Life is not like other Mens, 


; his Ways are of another faſhion. We are eſteemed of 


him as Connterfeits : he abſtaineth from our Ways as 
from Filthineſs : he pronounceth the End of the JuSt 
to be bleſſed, and maketh his boaſt that God is his Fa- 
ther. Let us ſee if his Wy ords be true, and let us prove 
what ſhall happen in the End of him. Let us examine 
him with Deſpitefulneſ# and Torture, that we may 


know his Meebneſs, and prove his Patience, Let ws 


condemn him with a ſhameful Death : for by his own 
ſaying he ſhall be reſpetted. Butzin the fifth Chapter 
there 1s a Repreſentation of the differegt State of 
the Righteoys and the Ungodly, among whom 
thoſe that are either for or againſt Reformation will 
find themſelves one day ranked, either to their 
unſpeakable Comfort or Miſery, that may be ſo 
much more encouraging to good Men, than the 
other Accoppt may to any appear uncomfortable, 
that I ſhall give the Reader at the ſame time ſome 


Wild. 5.1: View likewiſe of it, Then ſhall the Rightcous Mar 


ſtand 


for Reformation of Manners. 


ftand in great boldneſs before the Face of ſuch as have 
afflifted him, and made n0 account of his Labours. 


When they ſee it they ſhall be troubled with terrible fear, Ver. 2. 


and ſhall be amazed at the ſtrangeneſs of his Salvation, 


fo far beyond all that they looked for. And they re- Ver. 3. 


penting, and groaning for anguiſh of Spirit, ſhall ſay 


within themſelves, This was he whom we had ſometimes 


in Deriſion, and a Proverb of Reproath. | We Fools Ver. 4. 


accounted his Life Madneſs, and his End to be with- 


out Honour. How is he numbred among the Chil- Ver. 5. 
aren of God, and his Lot is among the Saints? We Ver, 7. 


wearied our ſelves in the way of Wickedneſs and De- 
ſtrubtion : yea, we have gone through Deſerts, where 
there lay no way : but as for the Way of the Lord we 


have not known it. What hath Pride profited #5? Ver. % 


Or what good hath Riches with our V aunting, brought 


#? All thoſe things are paſſed away like a Shadow, Ver. 9. 
and as a Pot that haſted by. For the Hope of the yer. 14. 


Unfodly is like DuSt that is blown away with the 


Wind: But the Righteous live for evermore, their Ver. 1 5, 


Reward alſo is with the Lord, and the Care of them is 
with the mot High. Therefore ſhall they receive 4 
Glorious Kingdom, &Cc. | 

If then wicked Men have ſuch an Enmity to the 
Righteous, and do by various ways often injure 
and oppreſs them, it is no wonder that the giving 
of Intormations ſhould, as well as other Chriſtian 
Offices or Duties ſometimes do, make Men liable 
to Oppoſition and Sufferings from bad Men, who 
defire to indulge themſelves quietly 1n their Vices, 
becauſe this is a downright diſturbing and con- 
fronting them in their vicious Practices : But *tis, 
as hath been ſaid, our Buſineſs to conſider, that 
the Chriſtian Life is a Wartare, that Chriſtians are 
{ent into the World, as-Soldiers into the Field, 
to fight againſt ir, the Fleſh, and The Devil 3 and 

FT tnat 
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that as a'Captain is tryed in a Battle, an — way 
Seaman in a Storm, ſo isa Chriſtian by the Tem- 
ptations of all kinds that he meets with in his War- 
fare, by which he is diſcipliged or catechized 
# Per infa- for a happy Eternity z and that therefore he muſt 
- -rg oc march on through all Difficulties and Diſcourage- 
mam graſ- MENtsS, * particularly through Honour and Diſ- 
fari ad Im- honour, through good and bad Report, to Immor- 
mortalita- tality ; and therefore, whether the danger of our 
tem. being expoſed to Reproach and Contempt from 
y- LY * wicked Men is a ſufficient Reaſon for our having 
+ Nemo #0 regard to this Chriſtian Office T am recom- 
mihi vide- mending ? The Heathen Emperour, || 1/arcus Ar- 
tur pjuris 207277225, could tell us, That in the purſuit of Virtue we 
s nar muſt expett Reproaches and Contumelies, but that we 
nemo ill, 47 720t to be acterred from it by the common Opinions 
magis elle of Men, which, ſays he, Socrates reckoned as the 
derotus, common Bughears of the World, or the Terrour 
quam qui of Children. And Sezeca.in like manner, That 
+ fog ! Men will ſometimes (which he judged the laſt 
verdigit, Ac of Deſperation) reproach, hate, and perſe- 
n> conſci- cute even Virtue it ſelf ; + and that he ſeemed to 
entiam have the greateſt Value for, or devotedneſs to Virtue, 
perderet. that loſeth the Reputation of being Virtuous, to avoid 
= Epiſt. the being otherwiſe, In truth I think *tis much to - 
# F-- bs be feared, but being very unwilling to fall under 
"Arck-Bi- the too common Errour of not duly conſidering 
ſrop of Can- Humane Frailties and Prejudices, or to advance 
j pong 5 poſitively any Opinion that may juſtly bear a diſ- 
{ar Leeeer. Pure with any but thoſe that bring the Reaſon of 
ith tbe Mankind and Religion its {&lf into diſpute, ( as I 
Concurring hope will appear throughout theſe Sheets ) *I ſub- 
Lereers of mit it to the Judgment of the Caſviſts, that tho? 


[2 = ba the former peneral Negligence of good Men in 
that Province, for the Obligation of Perſon: to pive Informations of the 


Breaches of the Laws againſt Ptohaneneſs and Vice, p. 6. be 


oQ Ss 4 1 


1- 


ah CrEEwy 4 CT 


for Reformation of Manners, 


this Matter may,. and indeed, I think; muſt in 
Charity be ſuppoſed to have been very much ow- 
Ing to a —— from Magiſtrates, to 

rivate Perſons Ignorance of the Methods of per- 
Tming this Office, or ſingle Perſons deſpairing of 
doing thereby much Service for the Ends before- 
mentioned, under the diſmal State this Nation in 
the two laſt Reigns was in ; If this Negligence is 


. continu'& after this Matter is plainly laid before 


vs, the giving, of Informations 1s now more gene- 
rally inſiſted on by our Clergy in their Sermons, 
eſpecially at thoſe ſtated times that they are re- 
quired to read the Af of Parliament againſt Swear- 
no and Curſing, with the other Statutes againit 
Prophaneneſs and Vice, by His Majeſty's Letter, and 
His late Gracious Proclamation for the enforcing 
the Execution of them; and we have moreover 
ſuch a change of Circumſtances, and ſuch favour- 
able Occurrences, as that our Diligence in giving 
Informations will at this time fo effeftually pro- 
mote a National Reformation, ( as it is eyident it 
will do from-what is already done by it) that it 
will be found, notwithſtanding, the Objeftions and 
plauſible pretences that will be made on this Oc- 
caſion by many for their being excuſed from it, to 
proceed frequently, if not generally, from worſe 


| Cauſes, that we are either afraid or aſhamed of 


diſcharging it, from a want of Faith, or of Love 
to God and our Neighbour, not duly conſidering 


the Admonition, Fear ye not the Reproach of Men, Ifa. 51. 7. 
neither be ye afraid of their Revilings. That the Fear- Rev. 21.8. 


ful and Unbelieving are joined together with thoſe 
who ſhall have their part in the Lake which burneth 
with Fire and Brimſtone ; nor the Extent of our 


Saviour's Threatning, Whoſoever therefore ſhall be Mar. 8. 3% 


aſhamed of me, and of my Words, ia this EY 
: ; Y an 


— 
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and ſinful Generation, of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man 
be aſhamed when he cometh in the Glory of his Father, 
with the Holy Angels ;, nor, laſtly, the great En- 
couragement given in the Word of God to thoſe 

Matt.5.10, that ſuffer for diſcharging of their Duty; Bleſſed 
are they which are Perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake + 

2Cor.4.17. for theirs is the Kingdom 'of Heaven." Our light 
Afftietion, which 1s but for a moment, worketh for us 

a far more Exceeding and Eternal Weight of Glory. 
sPet.4.16. If any Man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let him not be aſha- 
p med: but let him plorifie God on this behalf. Where- 

Het-4-19: fore let them that ſuffer according to the Will of God 
commit the keeping of their Souls to him in well-doing, 
4 unto a faithful Creatonr. | 

And now, if notwithſtanding what hath been 
ſaid, or that may be urged by our Clergy with 
more Advantage in their Diſcourſes, for our giv- 
ing Informations againſt prophane and vicious 
Men, and the Magiſtrates Diligence and Faithful- 
neſs that was before inſiſted 'on, this criminal Fear 
and Shame ſhall ſo generally prevail, as to keep 
private Perſons from giving Informations in theſe 
Caſes, and ſhall likewiſe keep Magiſtrates ( who 
have leſs colour-of Excuſe for their Unfaithful- 
neſs, they being under the Obligations of Oaths 
and Truſts, fuper-added 'to thofe they have as 
Chriſtians) from uſing their Diligence in the 
Execution of the Laws, and particularly from 
giving all Countenance and juſt Encouragement 
to thoſe who bring them Informations, at the ſame 
time that Prophaneneſs and Debauchery do ap- 
pear ſo ſhameleſs and fearleſs among us, what a 
weight of Guilt may be ſuppoſed to lie upon this 
Nation? And in how great danger of Miſery 
and Deſtruttion may it be apprehended to- be, 
which I do not {ke with what reaſon we can exe 
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peA will ſo likely be prevented by any other 
means,. as by the cloſe Conjunction, the zealous 

and united Endeayours.of good Men, for the Re- 
trieying.of Religion, and the Morals of the .Na- ; 
tion, by all Chriſtian and Prudent Methods. For | 
Religion in general, and the Pratticeof every Mo- 

Tal Virtue in particular, do in their own Nature 

tend, not only to: the Felicity of every Man's pri- 

vate Life, bit doalſo. conduce to the Peace, Order 

and Welfare of. all publick Societies, :and good 
Government over.Men, as it hath-the greateſt In- 

fluencefor theſe Ends uponJ/. iſtrates and Subje&s. 

©. Religion teaches. and obliges Governours | 

to oyer-rule their Subjects in the Fear of God, to 

tis Glory, and; for, the Safety and Proſperity of 

thoſe that are"in. Subjettion to them ;, and there- 

fore, I think, to endeavour to ſupport and encou- 

rage them in the Exerciſe of Religion and Virtue, 

and this as- well by,the Uſe of their Authority, 

(which may, for inſtance, be expreſſed by their * yg, 6: 
Perſonally Countenanting and 'Promoting Men inflecere 
of Virtue, and Diſcountenancing vicious Men, by ſenſus hr2 
their taking Care that good Laws be made for the Manos e- 
Security of Religion ;; and that the Laws that are mee _ 
made for the Promotion of Chriſtian Virtues, ;egentis. 
and the Suppreſſion of Vice, be put in-Execution ) Qui Mace- 
as by their own.Exemplary Behaviour, * which donizre- 


| hath a wonderful force, is as. it were a living 82 erudit 


Law, and Religion .inſtills in Subje&ts ſuch Prin- Jet” 
ciples: and -Diſpoſitions'as in their 'own nature toy erugit. 
tend to make a G&vernment ftrong and proſpe- Detirant 
rous, as wall as themſelves happy : It inſtruQts and regess ple- 
obliges them to obey Magiſtrates, 'not only for prey 
Fear, but out of Conſcience. + And as Piety and  Factle oft 
Virtue do thus evidently conduce to the Stability ;mperium 
and Happinefs of any Kingdomand Rn ; in bonos. 
4 0 


An Account of- the Societies 
"Þ Vice and Irreligian, in the natural-conſequences 
of them, tend to brin Decay and Ruine-upon 
* Homs 6- them, as they' unqualifie Magiſtrates for Govern- 
ne Religio- ment; and * imake SubjeQs unfit for Commands, 
—_ 4 averſe to all good Order, and deſtruftive'inſtead 
- voy of helpful Members of a Comrhunity; from whence 
t Svy:un- T Plutarch hight juſtly eſteen! it the Foundation i or 
x doug Cement of Humane Society, and with Plaro.con- 
yoywrias clude, That in the Inſtitution: of Magiſtracy the 
2} Payode- firſt and chief Care ſhould be of Religion ; and 
oias Yeeage the Famous: Stip ;0 obſerve, That it was impoſlible 
wa, Plutar- Ny City Hhovid. ſtand if their Manners were 
chus ad- choronhty y Gefharyit tho* their: Walls were ne- 
verſus Co- yer {0 || Accord, ingly, 1 TE there have 
lot. p. been but Al if any, amo "ancient and. 
*a7:s . j; Celebrated Legiſlators and *Statefinen, whatever 

there have” been among our TR who have 


i= 757 not had the greateſt Regard to: Religion in the 


pay .v 
P14 Ts - dy) isgwy nywern, Plato de Legibus, lib; 6« p. 771. 
T8. guAarmietoy GTA3 Ts ot rodbpurrion Fol ob aaiy oy 006, 
Plato:de'Rep.-lib. 4: p- 424. 
Haud'ſcio an pietate ſublata fides etiani & [= 4b humani generle, 
& juftitia tollitur. Cic. de Nat. De. lib. 1. p.1 196, ' 
Oun de T4 y, £ ds Tengen, 8% veoptoy Nov mu a { 0AIS, þ Aa 
Bid Jv,ciuernemy b Jru wie, sH TAME, $2 puphSues ard dptins.. 
Non itaque menibus, nequetriremibus, neque'navalibus indigentcivyi]; 


fates, Alcibiades, ad hoc, ut-felices ſink, neque verd aut hominum mils 


tadine, potentizre magyitudine;; abſque virtnte. Plato Alcib. P- 134 
"AM TAG &v mT TA) pay tx ports epis, " TD ALT EH) TY 
eps Iv” Nieus avape os. TRY Tu mot; OG Aghiy n At SFog? 
Typnozs, Plut,p. 1125. | 
Pietas inefſe-non poteſt, eum-qua fimul Sr fanGitatem &: religionem 
tolli necefſd eft - -quibus ſublatis perrurbatig: ritz Eequitur, & magna; 
confuſio. Cic. de Nat. De. p. 196. J 
"Oux 1 vv w 22075 &y mA To & me, als a 3dle; 1 #) Se uo cus dmin- 
6 cus 'bpmrn's TT 70 KGKAOs TegTTOV, Plato Aldi, 135; - 


= * us Modelling and Governing of Civ Societies; for 


w — 
$ * 


Fo 20K | 


& for Reformation of Manners. 


how 1s it poſlible to conceive that any State ſhould 
long ftand and be proſperons without Honeſty 
or Peace ? Or that it ſhould either enjoy a 
laſting Peace, or have a-general Honeſty, without 
Religion? And therefore if was no weak, tho* 
a wicked piece of Policy, which they tell us of 
a King of Afyria, who choſe rather to endeavour to 
overeome the City of Babylon, by ſending in of Play- 
ers, Lewd Women, &c. to debauch it, ( by which 


' means he <ffeQually did- it, and at laſt obtained 


his End ) than to invade it with a powerful Army. 
Upon the whole Matter, We may dare to chal- 
lenge all the Politiczzns in the World to form 
a ſound Scheme of Government without ſirppo 
ſing and" ſeevring Religion” for the. Baſis of it. 
And as we never Heard of a Government that 
publickly declared for' Immorality'; fo if we 
could eyerſuppoſe thereſhould be any ſuch; nay, 


that there: were ſuch a one, where a 


dency4n any Government; we might 


conclude what: its Fate-would ſooner 
or later be: *For when Religion is 


deſpis'd; and Virtue is loſt in a Na- * 


tion; which, ' as hath*been* prov'd, 


would in time be the conſthuence of 


a publick Contempt'of"it, how eaſie 
a Prey wilt it prove” to its Neigh- 
bours ? Or how ungvoidably. will 
it fall into Diviſions, Confuſion and 
Ruine of it ſelf ? | 


, conſiderable numberof fuchMonſters * Religio gr maxi- 
\ 9 PT EE s Aſren. mam peftem in Civita- 
ſhould obtain and keep the Aſcen Pry ragrnencs- 


lerum feneftram aperit:; 

Terus&v 6&1) F iepw- 
ewes. Sroderioy ov wed 
mire ard mins 8.074 
yum. Arilt. de Rep. 


| lib, 7, P. 583: 


- Thy If bdztwovriay 
wopis dpirys Swans 
vTdg yr. Arift, de Rep. 
lib. 7. p. 582, 


Of fuch, conſequence therefore Religion and 
Virtue fenr plainly to beto a Nation, abſtrafting 
from the Conſideration of a Juſt God that rules 
tn the Kingdoms of the Earth, that rewards Righ- 


reous 
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Pſal. 107. Yea, tho 
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teous. Nations with Proſperity, and executes Ju- 
ſtice upon thoſe that are Wicked, which we muſt 
believe if we have any due regard to Sacred or 
Prophane Hiſtory, to the Experience and Suffrage 
of all Ages of the World... For thus its faid in 
the Holy Scriptures, to this: purpoſe ; 'The Nation 
and Kingdom that will not ſerve thee, ſhall. periſh - 

*-4 Nations ſhall be utterly waſted. ' A fruitful 
Land he turneth into Barrenneſs for the Wickedneſs 
of them: that dwell therein.” And by the Account 
that is given us.in the Word of God of the Di- 


. vine Juſtice, of God's charging Guilt upon Na- 
. tions, as well as upon. particul 


rticular Perſons, and of 
his Proceeding . with the Old World, the Jewiſh 
Nation, &'c. have we. not ſufficient;:Reaſon to 
think, that in the ordinary. Courſe of God's Pro- 
vidence, a Nation that: is eminently Righteous 
ſhould have his Bleſſing in an eminent Manner ; 
and that a Nation that 1s remarkably Wicked will 
feel, ſooner or later, the Effects of his Dif Nagſure- 
We are acquainted, . that. before God deſtroyed 


the Old World, He.ſaw. that the Wickedneſs of 


Mat tas great in the Earth... That. all, Fleſh had 
corrupted his Way upon Earth... And: their. Sin is 
given as the Reaſon of-their Deſtruftion. _ And 
God Jaid unto Noah, .The.End of all ly a come be= 
fore me, for the Earth 45 filled with Violence through 
them : aud behold, 1 will deſtrey. them with the Earth. 
Accordingly we may obſerve, that the Provi- 
dences of God towards. the. Jewiſh Nation were 
very eminently ſuited to. their. Behaviour,; [That 
tho" the Jews were the peculiar People, of God, 
and highly bleſſed, they were: frequently--pu- 


niſhed by God, and at laſt deſtroyed. for.their- 


2 Chro.36. Sins, That their: Xgs,.. the chief, of, their 


Prieſts, and their People, - did wickedly, and 
Bod, een 
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led-into Captivity,,and C 


after the way of the FRA bart thay ws 
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ou 


whoſe Blood they' called for ,uponi themſelves aud there Mat.27.25; 
Children, before they were finally deſtroyed: And 
as their Deſtruction, which our Sgvivar, forerold, Mat. 24. 


2 


been known to have befallen any Na- 
tion either before or ſince that time, 
* So Joſephs, tho' a Jew, a celebrated 


Hiſtorian, thus ſays, That 4 hethought: 
770 Nation cver ſuffered ſuch things; ſo 
n0 Nation, from the beginning 'of the 
World, did ever ſo abound in all natriey 


of Tmpiety ; to which Chriſtians in this 
Age may, I think, juſtly add, That by 


their continuing for fo many Hun-, 


dred Years to be a deſpiſed; an& 


= 


vagabond , People, and ſcattered: 


is, I think, agreed on all hands to have-been one Mark 1% 
of the moſt dreadful Inſtances.of Miſery that have 
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Lib; 6. cap, 11. P. 9330 


throughout the World, withouti/City, of .Covntry, 


without Temple or Altar, that -we know of, no 


Nation ſeems eyer to have been fo terrible and 

laſting a Monument of God's iDifpleafure for 
National Sin, as that which this People was 

guilty of ſeems to be ſo much greater, and to 

have higher Aggravations than the Sin of any 

other Nation, The Holy Scriptures give the like 

Accouat of the Deſtru&tion of Damaſcus * Th#s giios i.% 
ſaith the Lord, For three Tranſgreſſions of Damaſent, 

and for four, I will not tarn away.the Pumſhment | 
thereof; ſo of Gaza, of Tyrus, of Edom, and of Ver. 6, % 
Ammon. Arid inform us that God raiſed up Cyrus, **: 15 
calling him by his Name before he was in being, 

for the Puniſhment of the Sins of Babylon, &c, : 
This ſaith the Lord to hit«Amointed, to Cyrus, whoſe i 45-11 


Right-band. I have holden to ja Natjons before 


him £ 
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* Ver. 2. himc and I will looſe the Loins of Kings to open be= 
+ Ver. 4. fore him: the. tmo-leaved Gates, and the Gates ſhall not 
* Redde- beſhar. . * [will go before ther make the erooked 
retur mer- plates: ſtraight. © Þ For Jacob my Servants ſake, and 
ces boitis T/raet1y Elett; T have even called thee by thy Name : 
artibus £0- 7 þ wve-ſurnamed thee though thon ha not known me. 
_ '*And'does not prophane Hiſtory tell us, among 
quibus ad Other Inſtances of this kind that might be heaped 
cantam | UP;. That*as the'Pride and Voluptnouſneſs of the 
gloriam. , ..Babylonians, Tothe Lewdneſs of the Perſians, and 
. per ores © the Luxury of the Greeks, ſeem'd; with their other 
5. poop Sins, to be the remarkable Cauſes of the Ruine of 
Civ.Des,).g. thoſe Empires: Apd that the. Romans, who had 
cap.'15.' . been; a People: fo'Emninent in their Morals, that 
Non eft * St. Auſtin thbught that God might allow thenr | 
- om - the Government.of the World for the Reward of 
ord 1s their. Virtue, -even \under the- Advantages of the 
juſtitta Chriſtian Rdligioh- became ſo very Degenerate 
conqueran- and Debauchtd before the Devaſtations and Ruine 
tur ; per- of their ;Empie)by the poor Goths, Vandals, and 
Ceperun DZHuns, one of whoſe chief Leaders called himſelf Fla- 
dem. ib;4. £ellum Dez, the Sconrge of God, that gave Occaſion 
F In-aodis to a Father to cry out, F That the Name of C brift 
patitur becane 4 Scorn,am the Chriſt ianReligion was reproach- 
Chriftus 24 by the Lives of Chriſtians. And'to take ſome 
—_— Notice of our own.Country, are we not acquainted, 
Þis patitur || that the Brirains,the ancient Inhabitants of it, who - 
tex Chri- had been remarkable for theUncorruptneſs of their 
tiara ma- Manners, were degenerated from the Simplicity 


_ and Sobriety of their Anceſtours, and were, tis 
| Inco!& aborigines eſſe qui” priſcos adhuc vivendi,mores retineant, 
mores ei ftmplices a verſutia & improbitate noſtrx tempeſtatis homi- 
num longe remoti, Diodorts Siciulin, p.3zot. 
Incolarum mores quod attinet ; faerunt antiqui Britanni religionis 
& diiciplinarum cultores maximi, Sher. de Angl. gent. orig. p. 14. 
Nunc Deo, initerdum civibus, nonnunquam etiam tranſimarinis regibus 
ingrata conſurgit, Gildas de Excia, Britantie, Þ. 3H, 


laid, 


ſkill foto 'that.- Reaſon forewarned of * their! 'Mi- 


maſiy [after their embricin? the Chriftt 
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before! the? Romans invaded them? "abd 
t bafter'> the * Romans quitted | their” 'Couttry 
thts ſnecesded a /great' Licentibuſnieſs very 
| an Re- 
ligion \'rurning © Idolaters,”* before.” the” Saxons 2 
Invaſion”of. them; 'a*poor People, but it-Weiiis _— 
of- more "honeſt Manners, that” tame” from "the 
Northern Parts of \Girmany\, and tht He 
their!” hext0 ſad: [Cataſtfophe - : by. * the” Wormurs 
Conquelt.” of * this. Nation,” Piety* and en 
Literature! were grown 'out of ' faſhions 'that 
the wer = ſcarce "read Divine © | 
that:i thEGentry” wefe' given up 16! qneiy 
and woidoite Uife; andthe Medher itt forhr 
whe they tad 'in /Rioting} Drinkenaefs, aid 
orheriViees, -meahs'( ſaith the "Hiſto- 
rien $4Dyke' Wha "had £6 great - - Advaiitage, | 
_ ined”- the.” Comueſt”of © theni#"! from 
06ue7 Engliſh WW :ifets tonclude the Sax0r 
Hiſtory [4lmoſt>-ih >the ſame Words; tnd' to 
this'Teffeftr:: Tf-thoſe® {( fay they; F&ak) "'6f 
theirSins) were c94-"all © eribabakyy the "Chis 
God's Fublgments | 01 *0ur LAnweſtors, ſurely gy 
one-112:uh1s corrupt" Ape-ought is take cart to 4obid 
then, "left © the - fa  Thdgittents fall ''npon* them. 
And laſtly; 'have-'hof. the? formerly fynidiis 
Aſeen "and" Greek Churches ibeen'! fookt 6875 
fad: Inftahces - to confirm Us in' the Opition: 
Ps (That Religion" and: Virtve'(are'\rhe 
Fodndation for) > the:Proſperity of - hy 
Nation; abd]rreligion the=moſt fatal Evil - 
it >" That where there is'a! general »Corruptiort 
of Manners «things tend to a Diſſolution "and! 
ery nant well by "Natural conſequences! with 
the \PergaiſÞn of God, apo by: Hig" Righteous 
j G6 3 JnCr 
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Fadgments : ; and that thergfore. it isin6t- th ihe 
expected. that the G9I0g Sins of a Nation will 


Rag gicape : Puniſhment... unleſs - prevented by: 


Effecs, | Virtue. and! Vice, do: not: change 
their -Natore, - and! there, 16.,10' Varsableneſs: with 
Neh, 13-18 og, Godz; whoſe Juſtice tnimmutable.. : Did: not our 


And...therefore, if - afterall that:; oyy- WR 
have. told Us, Sh what, Lthink I nay ſay; 'ſorhe of 
us. have; moreover Fen with, our own Eyes, I 
tnean,;the - late. terrible Civil Wars,; which,-1 
taps, none will.believe for; pur Piety;and-V Irtwe 
Fay out; and -lafted-ſo. long among-'1$'within: 
Hy of- 4h, Memories,;: and -: which yu foon- 
gr ſucceeded: with a dreadful. Fire a NS 
In; his Gity, and. the dreadful. Mi 
ſince; thattallen upon our; Fellow- let m> 


ule of what we/haveſeen.and heard;rahd of. the 
various Providences we haye-been undef, than. 
ta oppoſe She Deſign of ithem, . by: continuing 
itgpenttont,: have \\we>.natgreat reaſon to fear, 
that God may cither reſcue, ins Goſpeh from our 
PrEphane; Outrages, ut: lmpious Violativus, and 
frkk t9/Jowe: other Nation, that tay: bring 
rth better. Fruits of at;5-0r'in ſome other way, 
tg; his: Infinite” Wiſdom and: Juſtice, 
Lev.26.18. Pagriſgne Ye} - can times mart fat our Sins ? —_— 
Ezra 9.13. exprellss at; of andthgy Qctabon't nd after 'nall 
that i 14 Cole. 1-pon 1465 for nw Evid detds, and: jor 
oMrignen: Toeſpajsg feceng; that Thou, dur Gold, haſt 
Priſbed lea than; ar bnignities deſerve, and baſt: 


| | ew: id . knd join in hy 6” 
| : Peopl 


epentance;z, for. the ſame Cauſes produce-the- 


Eabers thus, and did. uot our God brim! all this Evil 
upon 46, and upon this. Cityy ays-the Prophet:. 


hns 


—— 


vur..N cighbouring; Countries, we make: no- <a | 
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Paogle of theſe Abominations, would not thou be an- © 
gry with us till thou had conſumed us, ſo that there 


| ſoould: be 10 remmant nor eſcaping ?' - The Almighty 


God cannot want Power to effe&t our Ruine. - If 
we reckon our ſelves ſecure by our preſent Peace, 
from a late: powerful Enemy, ( which I ſhall not 
here enquire into the Reaſons of ) He can raiſe 
yp: new ones to us. And if we have no Enemies. 
from Abroad,'He can ſuffer us to become our own 
greateſt Enemies, to fall into Confuſion and Ruine 
by.our unchriſtian Quarrels and unhappy Diviſions 
at Home,' which are too many and too high to 
make this appear: to thinking Men a foreign Sup- 
poſition, or an unneceſſary Warning. If He ſtops 
the Influences of 'Heayen, or lets looſe the Ele- 
ments upon us,” we periſh. A Peſtilence, or a 
Deluge, an Earthquake, or a Dearth, might ſoon 
deſtroy us. And if a general Relaxation of Man- 
ners, a Corruption in moſt, if not all Orders and 
Parties if a viſible Contempt of the ſincere Pra- 
ice of Religion, and bare-fac'd, infolent and un- 
reſtrained Wickedneſs ; if a monſtrous Debau- 
chery in Principles -as'well as Practice ; if Conten- 
tions, and* Diviſions, without reaſon and without 
end, and almoſt without Examples it high Ingra- 
titnde to God for. many and 'great Mercies, and 
a deep Inſenſibility under imminent danger of 
Judgments, are fad Indications of a Nation's De- 
generacy and Guilt, it cannot, I think, be denied, 
but that this was too near the diſmal Caſe of Er- 
gland, in relation to Religion, when tne Encea- 
yours of Reformation, which I have given n ac- 
count of, began among us, about Ezght Years lince, 
( how much ſoever we may diſlike the Repreſenta- 
tion of it) and to ſpeak plainly, continues very 


much ſo ſtill ; and therefore, tho' God may give a 
G 3 People 
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: People a longer or ſhorter time.of.Tryal, as ſeems 
E | fit. to his infinite Wiſdom, He\may defer the Exe- 

b | Gen.15.16. option of his Wrath 1/1 the Jrequeties of a People 
| are at the fall; which the longef it 1s:delayed, the 
. ſeverer it may be when -it comes ;. And tho' it is 
not for us raſhly-to ſay, when aiNation hath filled 
up the Mcaſure af its:Sins, and mach lels to pre- 
fume to know theExtent of infinite! Patienceand 
Forbearance, yet it may, I' think Tbe ſaid in this 
Caſe, with Redverence, that confidering the great. 
Advantages and Bleflings we have fo long enjoyed; 
and what ſhameful-Returns we have made to. God: 
for them, there feems not much, if any thing more 
to be wanting, to make this Nation :as'guilty: as 
moſt under Heaven, and to giveus a juſt fear of ap- 
proaching Judgment, than the Diſcountenanceand 
Unſucceſsfulneſs of pious and regular Endeavours 
for the Reforming us; and nothing, I think,can be 
more reaſonably ſyppoſed ſufficient to remove our 
Guilt, than ſome contiderable and remarkable Re- 
formation, and perhaps carried through all Ranks 
and Orders of Men, through all Parts of the King- 
dom ;-ſuch a one as may be in ſome meafure pro-' 
portioned to the Leproke of Vice and Prophane- 
neſs that ſeems to have almoſt oyer-fpread us. But 
if we do truly repent of all our, Abominations,/and 
turn from our wicked ways; if we lay aſide opr un- 
necelſlary Strites, and our Unchriſtian Contentions 
with one another, which we have fo long felt the 
ciſmal Effets of 5 if we expreſs our Zeal, and 
paite our. Strength againſt the Patrons of Vice, 
who are the Enemies of God and Goodneſs, more 
chan againſt thoſe that differ from us in ſome few 
things, and thoſe of leſſer moment; but agree with 
ns, I conceive, in thoſe that are eſlential ; if we 
fincerely, and without delay, ſet about and further 
All 
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al =”- and-proper Endeayours for a National 
Reformation, truly purſue the things that belong; 
to our Peace, it ſtill ſeems with us a Day of Mercy, 
and theScriptures give usEncouragement to ho 
that we may not periſh. 


ng'a' Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to 
deſtroy it : If that Nation againſt whom T have pro- 
nounced, turu' from their Evil, T will repent 0 f the' 
Evil that 7 thought to do unto them, © © 

_ Having thus endeavoured to prove the Common 


Obligation which lies upon All Mev, as Chriſtians, 


and as Members of the Community, to uſe their 
{incere Endeavours for a General and National Re- 
formation; and the Special Obkgations of Governonr's 
and Miniſters, of Subordinate Magiſtrates and Infe- 
rr Officers; from either the Nature of their Office 
andTruft,or their expreOaths to this purpoſe;and 
laving' more largely inſiſted on the Reaſons for 
provare Perſons giving of Informations of the Viola- 
tons of the'Laws of Religion and their Country ; 
and the Magiſtrates Obligation highly to encourage - 
thoſe who'do fo, to make this their excellent: Ser- 
vice to their-Country as ſafe and as eafie to them 
as they can, by directing their Judgments, exculing 
their innocent Inadvertencies, by making Exam- 
ples of any obſtinate Criminals that ſhall dare im- 
plouſly to affront and obſtruct them in it; and hav- 
ng likewiſe repreſented the Danger of God's Judg- 
ments, and of our Ryine, if we continue unreformed ; 
and the Bleſſings and Advantages that we may hopg 
to obtain to our ſelves, our Country, and our Poſte- 
rity, in the hearty forwarding juſt and pions De- 
fttgns and Endeavours for ſuch a Reformation ; as 
Virtae is the way tothe Happineſs of particular Per- 
ſons, of private-Families, and to the Proſperity of 
, h : | G 4 Nations ; 


a atk: For thus it is faid, Ar vie Jer.18,7,8- 
 #nſtant I ſhall ſpeak toncerning a Nation, and concern- 
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Nations; and the. Suppreſling of Vice and. Pro- 


haneneſs by Humane Laws, that-are_agreeableito 
the-Laws. of 'God, ſeems to be [the neareſt nnd 
moſt probable way, an our preſent Circumſtances, 
for the retrieving. of the Virtue of. the Nation; 
(withopt which,if we could ſyppoſe that this King- 


- 


dom would continue to he proſperous, I do not: 


eaſily conceive: how: wiſe. and gaod Men ſhould 


either take much Rleafure in Living otherwiſe than 


in Obedience to the. Will, and for the Glory of 


God, and the working out their own-Salvation, - 


or in the Thoughts of leaving a Poſterity behind 


them in a Nation where: there .is no more Reli- 


gion, or.cven common Honeſty ; ) I. intended, 1 
{ay, having done this; 'in'.the next. place to offer 
ſome Arguments againſt thoſe Yices that are moſt 


Teigning among us "x Lewaneſs, Praphane Swearing. 


" - 


and Curſmg, Drunkenneſs, &c. in hopes that. the 


Repreſentation . of the Baſeneſs, the: Folly and' 
B 


ality of thoſe .Sins, together with the va- 
Tious and great Miſchiefs they bring upan the 


. Publick, but more: eſpecially often upon thoſe 


unhappy Men that, are addiQed to them, in re- 
{p62 to their.. Eſtates and Reputation, their 
Perſons and Poſterity, their Bodies and Souls, 
would ſhew ſo much the Evil and Deformity of 
them, that it might be a means to keep ſome 
at leaſt from falling in Love wich them, and of 
Cilingaging others from them who are already 
eninared in them, even as the Sight of a Drun- 


 kard to a thinking Man is a good Ledure a-, 


A Painſt Drunkenneſs : But theſe Sheets growing 
| ——_- Bulk, far beypnd what I at firſt propoſed, 


hall lay aſide, perhaps for ſome other Oc+! 
calion, the Materials which were prepared for 
this purpoſe; and I ſhall the rather do ſo, ons 
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| £theſe Vices are plainly condemned by the Word * Matt. 5. 


of God, which expreſly excludes Drunkards and , 2, 34- 
Unclean Perſons, &c. from the Kingdom of Heaven ; _ rp , 
and that we find, by ſad Experience, that thoſg.Rom.1.24. 
who are fully reconciled to their Luſts, who are --27. 29. 
miſerably abandoned tg the Condu&t of Cuſtom 13, 14. 
and'ill Example, ſeem too generally almoſt Deaf ! E2r.6. 9, 
to the Calls of Conſcience, to all Repreſentations 3 4 "_ 
of this kind, nay, often even to thepowerful Rhe- | eq 
torick of the Goſpel; at. leaſt they. frequently Eph. 5. 2, 
make, for want of Confideration, and other pro- 5» G. 
Per means, no great and laſting Impreſſions upon ©93+ 5,6, 
them. And this, I conceive, makes the uſe of 

other Methods with ſuch Men neceſſary, not only 


for their own ſakes, but for the publick Safety, 


' that thoſe that are Lethargick, and almoſt dead iz 


their Sins, yet having Senſes ſtill to tcel theStroaks 
of Juſtice, may, tho* never fo ſtubborn, be bow- 
ed in ſome meaſure to diſcipline, and puniſh'd 
into a better outward Behaviour, if they cannot 
into ſuch a ſerious Conſideraticn of their Sin and 


_ Folly as may end in an inward aid entire Refor- 


mation of their Lives, which is by no ineans to 
be deſpaired of. For as'[the allowed Habits of 
theſe Sins exclude Men' from - the Kingdom of 
Heaven, In the Opinion of Divines; they ought 
to ſhut out thoſe who are guilty of therefrom the 
Communion with the:Church on Earth, till they 
give ſome ſigns of their Repentance, as, *tis al- 
lowed, they would have done it they had lived in 
the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, when ſuch Offen- 
ders, which now make” too great a part of the 
vieible Church, were looked on as a kind of Mon- 
ſters, and, hike putrefy'd Members, were cut off, 
as being not only extreamly dangerous, but very 
nozlome to the Body. But till the Eccleſiaſtical 
| Power, 
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Power, which is now ſo weakned,and hath, to ſpeak 
juſtly, loſt its Credit, 1s recovered to its Primitive 
eſign, and the ancient Diſcipline of the Church 


* is in ſome mealure reſtored; which, *tis to' be ho- 


ped, we ſhall not always think ſufficient, eſpecially 
ugder the preſent Reign, publickly to lament the 
loſs of once a Year, in the Office for Aſh-Wedneſ- 
day, but ſhallin good earneſt endeavour to reſtore. 
There is, I conceive, evidently greater” reaſon 
fo engage the ſecular Arm in this matter, that 
thoſe upon whom the gentle Methods of Perſwa- 
ſion have little or no force; and whom the Eccle- 
fiaſtical Power does not, and will not. take any 
Notice of, ſhould be ſeverely puniſhed, and're- 
ſtrained by the Civjii Government ; that they 
ſhould be treated as a ſort of. Out-Laws,.and''as 
common Enemies to their Country: For-pyblick 
Immoralities are Offences againſt the Peace'and 
Happineſs of Mankind, againfÞ: the Government 
and the Laws, as well- as againſt: the Chriſtian 
Religion, which is not only” now incorporated 


into the Law-of the Land, but does above all o- 


ther things promote the Safety and Proſperity of 
Government, and of ;particular Perſons; which 
Offences of this Kind direQly tend to the deſtroy- 
ing of, eyen to the diſſolving the band of Humane 
Society ; and if ſo, ſurely it -behoves good: Men, 
by all proper meaſures, to- aſſiſt Magiſtrates in 
their Endeavours effectually,to ſuppreſs them. - If 
had Men don't approve of theſe Methods ?tis no 
wonder ;, they are Enemies to good Order; Law 
and Juſtice, becauſe theſe things are troubleſome 
to them. There is no doubt but the Gallows is a 
grcat Grievance to Murtherers, the Diſcipline of 
Bridewell to Whores, the P:iory to the Perjured, 
and the Srocks to Drunkards ; But ſuch Grievances 
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a5:theſcare, I conceive, of near as long ſtanding as 
Government. and willnort be thought proper to be 
laid-aſide whulſt it laſts, or at leaſt till there is not 
fo-much Occaſion-for them, ſince, 'as' hath been 
proved, its Intereſt and: chief. Buſineſs'is to cheriſh 
and. ſupport Religion, and, by conſequence, to 
take care that it be-not treated with any diſreſpect, 

articularly,' that it. be not made the Scorn of any 
Order-or Body of Men, .the' common Subject of 
prophane Play-Houſes, or the Sport: of Buf- 
foons; and that: the open Violations 'of it- by 
Prophane Swearing and Curſing, Druankeiineſs, Lewd 
zeſs, &c, be ſuppreſſed, as all wiſe Nations, I con- 
celve, have ever done, and ever will do. 

. Againſt theſe Enormities therefore, that are the 
Plaguesof Government, the Enemies of our Peace, 
the. Diſhopour of. our Religion, and the Reproach 


of our Nation, have -the Societies of \Reformarion © 


appled themſelves, with ſo great Succeſs, as to 
21ve {o very promiſing hopes as have been repre» 


ſented, of a general Concurrenceand+- Union of 


the: Virtuous part of.the Nation in'the- ſame De+ 
ſign, and in conſequence of a National Reforma- 


tion ; and their Endeayours have beenicarried on, 


as hath been obſerved, for above Eight Years, with 
3s little or lefs occaſion given to: their Enemies of 
Objection either to the. Methods of their Proceed- 
ings, or-to-the | Behaviopr of - the. Perſons con- 
cerned in them, as perhaps have'been often known 


19-mmatters of the. greateſt conſequence, where 


ſuch a number of Perfons have been engaged, (tha 
if the Prudence of ſome good Men; who are ei- 
ther already engaged, or that ſhall hereafter be 
concerned in this Undertaking, is ovfhould be leſs 
than their Zeal, it will, I hope, be:far from giving 
wiſe and well-meaning Men a juſt Prejudice to the 

Pu Deſign 
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Ver. 3. 


Deſign it ſelf, or keeping/them from' Aſſiſting-in 
K.) But; bleſſed be God, a more glorious Pro-' 
ſpect hath ibeen lately given us by the Adareſs of 
the hate Houſe of Commons to: His Majeſty, for 
the Suppreſſing of Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, 
and His Majeſty's Proclamation in purſuance'of it, 
and His princely Word in His Gracious Speech to: 
both Houſes of Parliament. -/We have now. then, 
tis evident, His : Majeſty's: poſitive Commands, 
together with the concurrent. Advice .in this Mat- 

ter of the late great Repreſentative Body of the 

Commons of Exglard, for things, I conceive, not: 
only unqueſtionably lawful, but highly important 

and neceſſary for the ſtrict Execution of the known- . 
Laws of the Land againſt: Praphaneneſs and 'Immo- 
rality, agreeably to the Ward: of God, that ac- 
quaints-ys, Fhat -the Magiſtrate beareth not the 
Sword jn Vain; That Rulers are not a Terrour to 


800d Works, but to. the evil, &c. Whoever there- 


tore they are that in this Caſe oppoſe\the King's 
Commands, who either openly obſtru&t;, or ſe- 
cretly undermine the Endeavours of thoſe who a 
in this. Afair in Obedience: to the Will of God, 
the Command-.of the King, and for the Good'of 
their Conntry, will, I think, find it ſomewhat dit- 
ficult to-acqut themſelves from great Impiety. - 

. And now can any that love their God, theirRe- 
Lgion, or their Country, hear of theſe tranſport- 
ing things without being affe&ted thereby with 


£reater Joy than any Succeſs in their own ſecular 


Concerns would give them, and without thinking 
themſelves under high Obligations, after they have 
pretended to Faſt, and Pray, and\Mourn for our 
publick Sins, for ſo many Years paſt, (as moſt, if 
not all Orders of Men and Parties among us have 
done) to do what they are able in their ſeveral. 
Stations 
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Stations for the Suppreſſi ng of Prophaneneſs and 1 


morality, and for the perfeCting of this great Work 


of REFORMATION; which; I conceive, is 
had been our Duty to promote, if we had not met 
with ſo; much Encquragement and Aſliſtance from 
our Governours ?. 'But how much ſtronger Obli- 
gations. do now he-upon us to do-it ?: And how 
ameful and inexcuſable will our Neglect of it be, 
now we have ſuch an Opportunity by His Maje- 
ſty's repeated Declarations for our Engaging in 
it,, by the Advances that are already made, and 
the Methods that are laid, as perhaps 'may never 
again he offered us if we neglect this ? - in Proſe- 
cution whereof it would, I think, become us to 
adventure all our deareſt Intereſts in-this World, 
nay, a Thouſand Lives, if we had them to toſe. 
Behold then a glorious Opportunity for all that 
make a Profeſſion of Religion, or any pretence to 
Virtue, of what#Rank ſoever, to ſignalize their 
Love and Faithfulneſs to their, great Lord and 
Maſter, their Neighbour, and their Country. To 
all Orders of Men therefore, whoſe Service His 
Majeſty hath required to promote this great, this 
neceſſary Work, and who would not ſhare in the 
dreadful Guilt and laſting Infamy of negleang 
and refuſing to promote a Reformation of Manners, 
which now ſeems to be put very much in our 
Power, with God's,Bleſling, to ſee effected, I ask 
leave, upon theſe glorious Encouragements, with 
all due reſpeQ, to addreſs my {clf. 


To the NOBILIT Y, that they would be 
pleaſed to confider, That true Greatneſs doth 
not conſiſt in the having of ſwelling TitJes, high 
Places, great Power, or large Territories, which, 
tho” they way be ſongtines the Reward of vir- 
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tuous and" brave Aftions; as they ought to be, are 
often the Gifts of Nature, and it may be too fre- 
quently 'the! Acqueſts of ſhch Crimes as deſerve 
Puniſhment inſtead: of 'Recompence:® That the 
Perſons who in all Ages/have been moſt beloved 
and: reverenced when Alive, and moſt honoured 
by wiſe -and* good Men when” Dead, have been 
thoſe who have been moſt beneficent and fervice- 
able to the World ; fiot thoſe who have amaſſed 
the greateſt Eſtates, and acquired the loftieſt Ti- 
tles to themfelves:: The blind Heathens ereted 


not their Altars to thoſe that they did not think 


were ſome way or other uſeful or ſerviceable to 
Mankind : That they would: therefore be per- 

ſwaded, that nothing, will render them ſo much 

Bleſſings to their Country, ' fo truly noble and 
eſteemed, as their being Patrons of Religion and 

| Virtue : That they are not in their high Stations 

* Quam g £00 great for that Employment, which -is the 
To greateſt Glory-of Princes, to ſet up theit Stan- 
ſai diffimi- dards for Religion, and declare War againſt Vice 


lem forma- and Prophanenefs, * after the Exatnple, and un- 


re rempa- der the Authority of ſuch a Prince and Leader as 
blicam. hath in his Jate Proclamation graciouſly required it: 
vlicareme. Of them, and hath declared, in his Speech to both 
morian Houſes of Parliament, that He efteems it one of the 
tempo#- greateſt Advantages of Peace, that He 1s now at Lei- 
rum, quX- ſyre to apply himſelf to the Suppreſſing of Prophane- 
> wr by _— neſs and Immoralities ;, and hath thereby given us 
rum in ſome reaſon to hope, that He may think it a far 
principi- greater Glory of his Reign to be an Inſtrument 
bus extite- in God's Hand of delivering us frotfi the Slavery 
rit,candem of our Vices, of making us a virtuous, and, by 
«11. prion conſequence,:a happy People, than in procuring 
lib 3 4 Us any other preſent and ſecular Feheities and Ad- 
Legiby, Vantages, and at laſt kaving- us deluged. in-fuch 

Impilcties 
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Impieties as Infidels abhor, and which-may make 
God our Enemy, and draw down his Vengeance 
upon us : That they would for this purpoſe con- 


fider the Influence of their Authority, their Inte-' 


reſt, their Revenues, and their Example, and em- 
ploy, which they cannot without high Ingratitude 
omit, thefe. and the other Advantages they have 
above Men- of lower Rinks, for the Glory of that 
God, by' whoſe Permiſſion they have thern, for 


the Noble Purpoſes of Oppoſing and Snppreſſing 


Debauchery and Prophanenels,. the Retrieving 
the Reputation of Virtue, the Furthering the In- 
tereſts of Religion, and the Saving of their Coun- 
try, which hath ſeemed to have declared in favour 
of Vice and Ruine,. and thereby approve them- 
ſelves to the King, as He hath now aſſured them 
they will, to the wiſe and virtuous part of the 
Nation, to their own Conſcience: to their Poſte- 
rity, and, above al, to the moſt High God. 


To the Reverend the CLERGY, That they 
who are looked upon as the Amballadours of the 
Great God of Heaven and Earth, and ſent upon 


the moſt important Buſineſs of Reconciling Mer ro 2 Cor. 5. 


. Goda, and Watching for their Souls, and have, as 


I conceive, their Honour, their Dignities and 
their Revenues gzven them, without the common 
Incumbrances of other Men, in regard to their 
Sacred Office, ahd that they may attend without 
Worldly Cares, and with the greateſt Advantage 
to their Spiritual Employment, wonld conſider, 
whether they have not a more favourable Oppor- 
tunity for the Work of their Miniſtry, and a 
National Reformation, at this time, than they 
have had for many Years pe They cannot 
I kumbly preſume, but be {eghible of the moſt 
| Tp > 5 deplorable 
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deplorable Degeneracy of this Nation, that the 
Treat Decay: of Religion, and the Leproſie of 
ice and Prophanenefs with which it 1s almoſt 


- over-ſpread, does threaten its Ruine ; and that 


they have great reaſon 'to take to heart the no 
greater. Succeſs of their'Endeavours for the Re- 
forming of us; that their Diſcipline, which if it 
had been in force, might: have proved a Bank 
againſt the Flood of Wickedneſs that ts. broken 
in upon us, 1s now ſo loſt, that it is of little uſe 
to them for this purpoſe ; that there appears'too 
great ground -to fear, that the Tide of Wicked- 
neſs will not be ſtopped whilſt Religion is openly 
diſhonoured, Virtue deſpiſed, and Vice and Pro- 
phaneneſs are fo daring and. triumphant, that 
Men commit them not only with Impunity, but 
Glory in them, ſo as to eſteem it an act of Gal- 
lantry to ridicule their Sacred Office, to coatemn 
things Sacred, and an Ornament of Style to im- 
precate Damnation upon themſelves and others. Is 


not this a Time for them that are Spiritual Warch- 


men, and Overſeers of the Flock of Chri#t, as they have 
a Concern for God's Honour, and would prevent 
his Judgments falling upon us ; as they would 


conſult the Honour and Intereſt of their Sacred 
| Order, and their own Reputation, to concur with 


His Majeſty's pious Declarations for this purpoſe, 
and cheerfully to embrace the Aſſiſtance of the 


Civil Power for the Vindicating of the Honour 


of God's Laws, the Stopping the Avenues to 
notorious Enormitjes, the breaking the helliſh 
Confederacies, and the taking out of publick 
View the contagious Examples of bad Men; and 
by theſe Methods to prepare Men the better for 
the Reſtoration of xk». Diſcipline, for the grea- 
ter Influence of their Dogkrine, and good Fate 
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ples upon their Minds? Is not'this a Time for 

them to fayour the ſucceſsful Endeavours of.the 

Societies of Reformation, which. are levell'd at the 

ſtrong holds of Debauchery ; and the Rel:g:0us 
Societies, that are now ſpreading through the 
Kingdom, that ſeem fo direQtly to tend to the 
Promoting the Power of Religion, ſo far as they 

carry on thofe great Ends, ( wherein we may, I 

think, appeal to the whole Chriſtian World whe= 

ther they do not do it) and readily to accept of 

the Aſſiſtance that is. now, or hereafter may be 

]iven them by Chriſtians of any Denomination, 

in the common cauſe of Chriſtianity ? And if 

they can think of any other or better Meaſures 

than thoſe that are recommended in theſe Papers, 

that may promote the Glory of God, and the 

Good of Souls, for whom Chri## died, and their 

own comfortable Account of themſelves to Him _ 

that will judge the Quick and Dead, to engage in 2 Tini. 4. 
them without delay, with united Counſels and 12. 
Endeayours, with double Diligence and Zeal, and 

in ConjunQtion with all the various Works of their h 
Miniſtry, among which their going, from Houſe to 40s 0s 
Houſe for the enquiring into the Spiritual State of + yas, Qeine 
the Souls of thoſe that are conimitted -to their tingfleet * 
Charge, and the applying proper DireCtions and rhe late 
Encouragements accordingly, in the Judginent Bif-»p of 
of the moſt pious Divines I have had the Ho- Fore 
nour to know, is thought to be a very uſe- Gags FF 
ful Method, is what * one of the molt Learned the Clergy 
Prelates of this Age and Nation hath in his printed of bs Dzos 
Charge to the Clergy of. his Dioceſs put them in ©, P..25- 
mind of ; and which + another of our Learned |, * 0b 
Biſhops hath told this Sacred Order, in his Pafto- ow Atl = 


ral Care, publiſhed by the particular Approbation paſtoral 


of the late Greas Primate Archi-Biſliop Tillerſon, is Care, p:. 
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to be lookt on as the Foundation (an Exemplary 
Life being ſuppoſed ) on which all the other parts 
of the Miniſterial Office may be well managed; and 
which, he ſays, will ſeem no hard ifatter to ſuch as 
- havearight ſenſe of their Ordination Vows, of the 
Dignity of their Function, or the Value of Souls. 


' To the Subordinate MAGISTRATES of al 
kinds, That they would make juſt Reflections upon 
that terrible and laſting Imputation that they. do 
now lie under by His Majeſty's Proclamation, 
. (which is to be read Four times a Year in all 
Churches, and at the Aſlizes and Seſſions through- 
out the Nation) and the Addreſs of the late 
Honourable Houſe of Commons to the King, of 
their being ſo great a Cauſe of the Debauchery and 
Prophaneneſs of the Kingdom, by their ill Examples 
and Negligence in their Office: That they would - 
conſider, as hath been obſerved, how many Nati- 
ons have beenruined, and Citigs brought to a heap 
of Rubbiſh, for their Immoralities, which the Ma- 
 giſtrates Vigilance might have prevented : That 
Power comes frem God, the Fountain of all Power ; 
and that they are ſuppoſed to be entruſted with it 
for his Honour, and the Good of his People : That 
by their faithfully Executing the Laws againſt Of- 
_ fenders, particularly thoſe that are made for the 
Honour of God, the Suppreſling of Prophaneneſs 
and Immorality, they are to be a Terrour to Evil 
avers; and in order to this, that they would there- 
fore remember, That as the pooreſt Wretch hath 
a T zent that he muit render an Account of, they 
muſt expett one day to appear at a Tribunal 
themſelves, and give an account of the diſcharge 
of their Oaths and Truſts, of the Employment of 
their Authority, and their other Advantages, _ 
or 


TS. þ wo TT ere Sag a to 
p) WY 2 »YY 9 Phe p 
V7 4 ? 
Jap as. FEBS 34 
» 
= " F 
i "© & «-- 
te 


ves 4 . : Aons4 Sadhoua v = ny 
SI CO IE COT TIT PRONE PROT A277 En Oe WR, 0 a ent be GB 
WO © 7: 24 _— OR. + "3 $5 IE ESI ae ee Ra is, Se es nds LIES 
Ee abs. FER by . Ps x ”, 
- % % * ©. Q i 
ab at i hs " 6 


Reform 
for the Deluge of Evils that either hath or may 
fall upon the Nation through their wilful neglect 
of their Duty ; for our Bleſled Saviour hath told 
iis, That «to whomſoever much t given, of him ſhall Luk.iz. 48, 
be much required. And the Authour-of the Book 

of Wiſdom thus expreſſes himſelf to this purpoſe; . , 
Heay therefore, O ye Kings, and underſtand ; learn, Wiſd. 6. 1, 
ye that be Judges of the Ends of the Earth, Give 4, 

ear, you that rule the People, and glory in the Multi- 

tude of Nations ; for Power ts given yout of the Lord, 3+. 

and Sovereigitty from the Highet, who ſhall try your 

Works, and ſearch out your Counſels, becauſe, being 4- 
AAiniſters of his Kingdom, you havgnot juaged aright, 

nor kept the Law, nvr walked after the Counſel of God. _ 
Horribly and ſpeedily ſhall he come poi you 5 for a 3 
ſharp Tudgment ſhall be to them that be in high Places. 

For Mercy will ſoon pardon the Meaneft, bus mighty * 
Men ſhall be mightily tormented. 


To the GENTRY and COMMONALTY 
of the Nation, that they conſider, That tho* they 
have not the particular Oaths and Vows, the 
Truſts and Authority of atiy of the Orders I have 
mentioned, they have notwithſtanding their Ba- 
pti{mal Engagements upon *em, which they own 
when they come to the Holy Communion ; and 
that if they would acquit themſelves as Chriſtians, 
they muſt endeavour to be ſuch in all their Rela- 
tions; to behave themſelves as good Magiſtrates 
and Subjects, as g2od Citizens, and Members of 
their Community, as well as good Maſters and 
Servants, good Parents and Children ; but thas 
they cannot be reaſonably thought to be ſo with- 
out having a Love to God, a Zeal for his Honour, 
or a Concern for the Welfare of their Neighbours, 
and of the Community of which they are a part ; 
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and that it may be doubted whether they can have 
either, if they-can contentedly hear, without any 
concern, Men openly affront their God, bid de- 
fiance to his Laws, go on with a full Career to 
Deſtruction, and bring Decay and Ruine upon 
their Country, when,'tis evident, they may uſe pro- 
per-means to prevent them, among others, parti- 
cularly by their giving of Informations of enor- 
mous Offences to the Magiſtrate, (which I have 
in another place more largely inſifted on) and 
which they have at this time fo. fair an Opportn- 
nity to employ as'1s.offer'd them by the Declara- 
tions of the Government, and the Aſſiſtance of 
{uch Bodies of Chriſtians that are not only in and 
avout this City, but that: are ſpreading through 
the Cities and Corporations of the Kingdom. 
And do you think it diſhonourable for you to 


conceal any Offences that; endanger the Govern- | 


ment, or any Injuries that are done to your Neigh- 
bour, when you can do him right by the bare diſ- 
covering of it to the Magiſtrate ? Is it reckoned 
an act of Bravery to adventure your Lives 1n the 
taking of a Thief, or a Murtherer? an a& of 
Charity to prevent any Injury to your Neighbour 
in his Civil Concerns ; to hinder a Foot or a Lu- 
natick from wounding of his Body, or-deſtroying 
his Life? And 1s not a ſincere endeavour to pre- 
vent the publick Diſhonour of the Name, the Day, 
and the Laws of- God, by acquainting the Magi- 
itrate with theſe high Offences, in order to the 
Suppreſling of them, as 1s done with general Ap- 
probation and Applauſe in other ordinary Caſes, 
when Mens private-Rights, the Security of the 
Government, or the Welfare of the Nation 1s 
concerned, an honourable Work, and becoming, 
Chriſtians ? Does it become a Diſciple, a _ 
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dier of Chriſt Jeſus to ſee Him publickly affront- 


. ed ;' to hear his Name and Wounds _— 


in a Chriſtian State, oftner in horrid Oaths ans 
Execrations than 'in ſerious Diſcourſes ; his 


Laws trampled on; and their Fellow-Chriſtians 


to live in the open Commiſſion of ſuch Sins as 
manifeſtly tend to bring great Calamities upon 
them in this World, to deſtroy their Souls, and 
draw down National Judgments, without taking 
any kind of Notice of theſe things, and only for 
fear of meeting with reproachful Words, or rude 
Treatment ( which yet the Magiſtrate, if he hath 
a juſt ſenſe of his Duty, will not ſuffer) from a 
hardned Offender, or the Advocates of Vice ; 
from ſuch whoſe Commendations a virtuous Man 
would be incliged to look on as a real Diſparage- 
ment, and their Company a Scandal, and when, 
in the diſcharge of what they juſtly apprehend to 
be their Duty, they may have, for their Comfort 
and Support, ſome of the great Rewards of Reli- 
gion in this World, the Approbation of their 
own Conſciences, and of good Men, with the 
hopes of an Everlaſting Reward on the other ſide 
of the Grave? Can this be imagined to be a ſig- 


nification of a Zeal for God, of our Loving Him Matt, 22; 
with all our Hearts, &c, or our Neighbour as our 37.38.39. 
ſelves? Does this Behaviour adorn the Goſpel ? Tit. 2. 10, 


Would the Chriſtians of old have thought well of 
it? Or 1s it ſufficient for us to call our ſelves the 


Diſciples of the Bleſſed Jeſus, who went about doing At.10.38. 


good, without 'endeavouring, in any degree, to 
follow his glorious Example? 

Herein then our Gentry and Commonalty ſeem 
to have a great Opportunity of furthering the 
Work of Reformation : But this is not all the 
Advantage they have, if the Laws that relate to 
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Religion are upon ſo many and ſuch momentous 
Conltiderations thus zealouſly to be put in Execy- 
tion, it 1s, I think, evident, that not only thoſe 
Perſons that violate and contemn thoſe Laws, but 
thoſe that are unconcerned for, and diſcourage 
the Execution of them, cannot, with any Colour 
of Reaſon be eſteemed Friends to their Country, 
_# M2enam DUE rather as unworthy to. live in it, and enjoy 
' zuſtitiz & The common Benefits of itz * and if ſo, they are 
virtutis unqueſtionably-much more unfit for,*and unwor- 
partem thy of Poſts of Honour and Truft ; and thoſe that 


habet, qui concern themſelves for the Elefion or Promotion 


honore 


dipnos ho. Of ſuch Perſons to publick Places, when Men of 


norat, Virtue may beeaſily found to accept of them, and 


tn Civita- perhaps offer themſelyes to their Choice, upon 
te _ the account of their Tittes or Eſtates, of their 
Ja lencitz* Relxtion or Friendſhip to them, and I think I may 
tt1s nun- * m . . i 
4 oe FUTERET add, for their being of their Faction or 
quam opes 7: 7 a 
anteponi Party, may deſervedly be judged to behave them- 
eeent vir- {eyes very unbecoming good Common-Wealths- 
tuti > , Men and good Chriſtians, to a&t therein as very 
Nanc miſchievous Members of the Community, and e- 
-moibus Ven Enemies to their Religion and Country. ; on 


d-fiterio the contrary, they who are truly Religious, who - 


divitiarum not only keep the Laws themſelyes, butare dili- 
capt15,coP- cent to execute the Laws, or zealouſly encourage 
#655 40 whey and afiſt others in the furthering the Execution of 
virtatis Them, are tobe looked on by thoſe that make any 
Ipnaſcatur juſt pretence io Virtue, as BenetaCtors to the Com- 
452506 mualty, of which they are Members, and as proper 
alCde 7 ON "oy 32 ""P : 
Ha ubi virtvs ſpernitur potentes omne malorum genus pro:lucunt, 
-- Omnes quidem Magittratus in bene conttituenda republica conve- 
pit elſe virtute praz.litos, ſed maxime eos qui ſenatoriz dignitatis 
gradum obtinent, / Unde in anti1quorum rcbuſpablicis ttatuz, arcus 
$:iumphales, ſepulchra pablica, Iaudationes, & alia id genus meritis 
tribpantur, G70. ae oft. Sen. P. 194% a HH 
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Perſons to be honourably diſtinguiſhed, which it - 
behoves all Men to conſider, who are' any ways 
concerned in this Matter, and would ſhew their 

ſincere Regard for the Intereſt of Religion or 

their Country, particularly the Gentry and Commo- 

nalty of England, to whom I am addreſſing tuy ſelf, 

in the, Election of their Repreſentatives in Par- 

liament, of Magiſtrates in Corporations, and Sub- *Exw 5 
ordinate Officers in them, and all other Places gnwi, ws 
throughout the Kingdom, * on: whoſe Behaviour w# 7425 
the Welfare of the Nation does fo much depend, ww» mar- 
leſt when they might have ſerved the true IntE- 7r@v Te&s 
reſts of Religion and the Nation, by their making &va: w- 
Choice of ſuch worthy Perſons as might have yas, 2a- 
praved great. Bleſſings to us, if they had been thus zag yer, 
employed, by their Faithfulneſs in their Truſts, Jwores- 
and by the happy Influence of their good Exam- rev, we- 
ples; they, on the other hand, by being inſtru» yagyar' 
mental in the Election or Promotion of vicious wy 5 & 
Men, eſpecially after the evil of their doing ſo is 7w7ass 
repreſented to them, may perhaps draw a Guult orx4srmy, 
_ themſelves, of Partaking in other Mens Sins, iou 
of being Acceſſory, in ſome degree, to the Milchief 6d.Szav | 


\ 


# 


PO 


of ſuch Perſons in their Duty whom they make aps ug- 

| | |  DI1qupen, x 
T0.s dMas Weg; TH Ingvwre Ts 1OV mMAITOY, Xt TSs WENNOUTHS 
dem x; Hvgitireri mv Texywdrkhy emamiotiv, TETvs wh © am - 
Gals F MOMITHOLS As oixnour, 4; T295 opds ws, th Tegs Tas 
M85" Th35 1 mois mvneoru Tug, X).FeawuTuTU5 6M TAY TH I gOULVES) ty 
7 uw Th 7441 ovupegerrov whdiv geornicumy, ume 5 feumay mae 
ps. iag,emiwors £010 ene mi gain, ms 3 Tem mAS buoknsg ol TIRE, 
T 5 Tex:qwmwy myngiaus, Sihovmts, Temus af TEYAvTION Ygxi gals fan- 


als Tis a} Tels mAbTels Gives voulGe* Tvs 5 TubTs; YAMGE mary ws 


*Heov, mr Cirmoy Tegiciy, Ifos, Path, p. 513+ 


H 4. choice. 


i. 


2 VISITS RAVEN a if a ICE ad; We sf PA. TIENTS OR. 1-2," 5" EIA es NOBEL Ge ata $232. + ; 
y 1 E OTE OTE 62 on IS 2a 6. Pm Fg 06 Be y - LES”. Fo ten, ; ws SI S - 1 on -.. RS Ts AS, V3 Py 
2 er 
/ » 
1 0 4 


| nets 2 
-- 


ks ff 


194 fn Account of the Societies 


Choice of, as well as by the malignant Influence of 
. their ill Examples upon others. Hath God Al- 


Cs I CLE = 


mighty ſaid by the Prophet, Then that honour me 
I will honour ;, and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly 
eſteemed. Hath Holy David ſaid, Aline Eyes ſhall 
be upon the Faithful of the Land, that they may awell 
with me; He that walketh in a perfect way, he ſhall 
ſerve me. Hath the King lately declared -in his 
Proclamation, That vicious Men am a Diſcredit to 
his Kingdom, and that he will diſcountenance and pu- 
iſh Immorality and Prophaneneſs in Perſons of the 
bigheſt and loweſt degree, particularly in ſuch as are 
employed near his Royal Perſon ; and that he will, up- 
01 all Occafrons, diffinguiſh Men of Piety and Virtue 


by Marks of bus Royal Favour * And laſtly, hath 


tne Commons of England, aſſembled in a late Par- 
Hament, in their Humble Addreſs to His Majeſty, 
repreſented to Him, That the Debauchery of the 
DWation ts chiefly owing to the Negligence and ill Ex- 
ample of Magiſtrates; and that the Countenancing 
and Preferring of Virtuous, and the Diſcouraging of 


+ 


# Qmnino J/icious Mer, 45 4 proper way to ſuppreſs :t **And can 


ab homin1- 
bus honor 
j3;s debetur, 


quos ho- 
nore deus 
dignatus 


Ws 


Men that have anyPrinciples of Religion,and Love 
to their- Country, that ſhall duly and impartially 
conſider 'this, be inſtrumental in promoting of 
prophane and vicious Men to Places of Honour 
z3ad Authority, and (chuſe to entruſt with them 
the high Concerns of Religion and our greateſt 
Temporal Intereſts? How far Ignorance, Pre- 
judice, or Inconſideration, may have hitherto been 
an Excuſe for any concerned herein, I ſhall not 
preſume to determine, but I may be allowed to ſay, 
that, *tis tq be hoped, it will nat be hereafter pre- 
tended Þy any Men. who are {incerely concerned 
lor the Honour and Intereſt of Religion, and the 
S:curity and Proſperity of their Country, who 


having 
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having this Matter laid before them, ſhall not * =5aay 4 
only conſider the fatal Conſequences of their azg@3u6i- 
own ill Condn&& in this Matter, but the many and rw nv 
almoſt unſpeakable Evils that this Nation hath ſo de: 7 
long groaned under by the Election and Promo- nay 0i- 
tion of wicked Men to Places of Honour or Power; «& Su, <& 
and, on the contrary, what a glorious face of y'73s 434- 
things we might expect to ſee, if Men of all Ranks, 88s 4v- 
as well as thoſe to whom I am addreſling my ſelf, fexs ay- 
would acquit themſelves herein, as Natural Rea- &aivq 7:- 
ſon as well as Religion may convince them they dz x- 
ought, in the Diſcouraging or Oppoling, in their z-& 5 i- 
ſeveral Stations, the Ele&ion and Promotion x&3z 
of wicked Men to publick Poſts, and thereby 7 zax3s. 
keeping them from doing ſo much Miſchief as Zoxedms 
they have undeniably the greateſt Advantage ipods, 
for their doing in them. * And if we will not ns dpisy 
be moved .herein by either Religious or Civil mars, x, 
Conſiderations, I muſt ask leave to ſay, that #9n, raja 
we are ſunk below Heatheniſim in this reſpect, «penis 29- 
EE: | Az, aÞP.Stc« 

Tlep? wer iy F mArTEav of pau mam orfiy Seevoramir who even 76 
7 Wroy E191 Tos Yeus8s 5. T% mvnpss, Necummy 5 TeaT]Hav 
X; T1{4d a4 x7 Thu} dfiay exg5es, Ioc. Nic. p. 57. | 

Quad igitur ad reſpublicas attinet, omnes mihi affenrirj arbitror, ini- 
quiftimum eſſe ut eadem bonis & improbis tribuantur, zquifſimum vero 
ut ea cujuſque & fortuna. fit, & dignitas quam meretur. 

A; ues Timur, 6TH TAL bs YOKS, Þ NNE AG £21 T8 3 db Jv.1- 
Kovngyy cis Sway drSgomvim, $6 x dvaytatov Tiuds x, dTIWIAS 
e"Laviug! reds, #1 5 degus, dog. TIwaoriTa (ev x) mgare mpi Þ 
vols 434% xfiou, mwpeawins Umagy Long wh TETWY 5 dv hn 
Tos Ts Gatyn vous in mats Os TIUds, n xenuare megt yuan, vl" 


potov, £Ty mAgTIAv vſew Ter ye. Plato de Legibus, lib. 3. p. 817. 


Oportere dicimus Civitatem que pro humanis viribusg ſalva feelixque 
furura fir, re&te honores & opprobria diftribuere, rea autem diftribu- 


. tio eft, ut prima & maxima honoranda cenſeantur animi bona, fi ad- 


junta illis temperantia fit. Hec fi quis Legiſlator civitaſye tranſgre- 
ditur negue ſanR? neque civiliter facit, the 
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RSS formerly famous * Roman and Þ Grecian Com- 
®[; ordo,vi- - - 

tio careto, Mon-Wealths having had a great regard to Virtue 
czteris in the Choice of their Senators and Magiſtrates, 
ſpecimen which ſeems to have been one of the greateſt 
eſto. Prz- Cauſes of their Stability and Proſperity. - 


clara iſta 

lex (ait Cicero, ) nam cum omni vitio carere lex jubeat, ne veniat in 
eum ordinem, unquain vitii particeps, Cc. de Lep. 1. 6.p. 336. 

Delecti quibus corpus annis infirmum, ingenium ſapientia validum, Salut, 
In Senatorib. legendis, ztatis,Magiſtratus,Gc. habita ratio,Sg. deJu.Ci.R. 

In pluribus Romanum Senatum imitabantur Decuriones, nec minor 
annis 25 decurio creabatur, nec major 55, meritis enim GG facultatibus 
_ eligebantur, Pancirolus de Magiſtrat. Rom. þ. 3, 4. 

adem forma in elegendis Duumviris, quz in creandis Decurionibug 
obſeryabatur, &c. fi forte recuſaridi juſtam honoris cauſam habuiſlent, 
alii eorum loco congruo tempore ſubſtitui poſſent, Pancirolus, p. 8. 

t Apud Lacedzmonios Senatui & reliquis virtus potius & merita ſuf- 
fragabantur. Nam,virtutis przciphe habita fuit ratio, ut in alits omni- 
bus apud eos; ita etiam in quibuſvis Magiftratibus conferendis, Nze. 
Cragius de Rep. Lacedem. l. 2. p. $2. tas deinde jufta lege quah an- 
nuaria definita in Senatoribus fuit annorum 60. Crag. lib. 2.p.11,3. Cxte- 
rum vita honeftTacta inSenatoribus prxcipue defiderabatur, Crag. p.114s 

KaSiceto ds avroic ch Twy cx rad) eic piece owppprtoy, FEſch. Tim. p. 238. 
&ixaty wi, of Aaxidarprortce T3To 24 Tf Tong v mais Sorodvdbvau, Gott wovia oy 
TAYTQ- % panic, v id\u]ciz drapiguory, 80" frlior Tipu *þ Tegpiv Viyuile, 
'Ou $8 Jy $6 17 won Th) Tos TIjras varexsoan; Gt Tic bY r\&TQ>- Nags 
poor ef vav vor eperHs. Plato de Leg. 3. p. 816. ' 

"ADXorn & gd awry mw eftrhc bur. Ariftor. de Rep. Laced. lib. 2. p. 330. 


"AN & anavoic w, owpeyony dercdy xj owpegricuroy, tdf xeeSivra, NxuTh- | 


ehvv ixfv The «perns He Bis. Plurarch. Lycurg. p. 55. 
Judicium apud Athenienſes conſtituebatur quod illi Mxyuaniay vocabart, 
in quo Senatorum qui leCti erant vita diligenttr exquirebatur, Sigon. 495. 
Ommnes oportebat Magiſtratus vitez morimque ſuorum antequam 
Magiftratum inirent rationem in foro apud' judices reddere, ne quis 
Mzgiftratum ullum gerere pofler, qui impudicitiz aut alio turpitudinis 
genere notatus fuiſſet, Sigonims de Repub. Athen, ib. 2, Þ. 492. 
| | Ker da Tein a'xey Thy rnv, x 35 drdvluy mas dgyds xhigUrlec, and 
Tic Pr\tivg, t Tus ixarule' rec, ip' txacor of igywy apoxeivarles. Hoc. p. 285. 
Novemviri antequam afſumerentur ad Magiltratum illumde omni re- 
trorſus vita aCta cauſim dicere ſolebant, quod fi nullam dedecoris labem 
perpetua innocentia contraxifle videbantur,ad 7 «gxw adſumebantur, 
deinde ad Areopagiticum Senatum conſcribaritur, Solonis lege,Pet:tus de 
L's Attics, p. 140. #tatem Senatoriam definitam fuifle puto anno tris. 
cehmo, Petit. 186, Introducebantur autem omnes illi Magiftratus quoe 
rum anteactam vitam expendj, & in eam inquiri oportet, Pex. p. 223. 
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And herein our. Gentry and Commonalty 
have likewiſe, manifeſtly greater Adyantages 
and Opportunities for the Promoting of the 
Work of Reformation, for the making one 
brave Effort for the Intereſt of Religion. and 


<C* 


Virtue, for the Honour and Welfare of England, 


and thereby to recover the former Glory of their 
Anceſtors, who were Famous for their Virtue, and * Non eft 
Love co their Country, and which-appeared ſo glo- pr#tereun- | 


Tious in the Heroes of the Gentile World. dum maxie 
morum yt- 


And for the Encouragement of thoſe that are je. 
defitute of the Advantages of Riches and Ho- rojque-pa- 
nours, of Authority and Learning, to uſe their tres igno- 
Diligence and Zeal in the Inſtances I have given, ratos, ma- 
or 1n any other Expreſſions of their Duty for the pope Re. 
Promoting of this Work, * L will put them in *'<;" _ - 
mind, that it 'hath been long obſerved, that the rem confi 
Perſons who have. been thought to have per- derare ve- 
formed the braveſt Afions, and done great lit- omnes 
Service to the World; have frequently been Men ©%* **! _ 

. | 1 tem maxi- 
of obſcure Birch and Parentage, who were with- |. Dare 
out Riches and Honours, ( and often, I conceive, tem eo- 
without Learning ;') of which a multitude of In- rum, qui 
ſtances might be given, if *twas neceſſary here to in hoc toto 
inſert them: | That: tho? *tis freely allowed, that **57arum 
Authortty and Quality, when they are accom- we ec 
panied with Virtue, as they ought to be, or ores ag- 
when they are the Rewards of it, + which grefli ſunt, 
too ſeldom happens, are truly. honourable, and as inter 
#1 ſui heroes excel{uerunt, aut obſcuro aut abjecto loco- editos, & 
prognratos fuifſe abjeCtis parentibus, £9c. Viea-Caſtrucc;i Caſtrucians, p. 1. 

} Alii pro pecunia emunt Nobilitatem, alii illam lenocinio, alii vene» 
ficiis, alli parricidiis hanc commeruerunt z multis proditio nobilitatem 
conciliavit, fimulatq; divitias peperit, plerique advlatione, detraQtione; 
calunmils, Sycophantia, ' Mu'tos venationes, rapinz, cades, preitigiaz 
4 248 malz artes ad Nobilitatem promoverunt, Agripp. de Nobilite 
FE wv enable 
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* Ut om- enable thoſe that have them to be more ſervice- 
nium re- able to the Intereſt of Religion, and the Good of 
rum fic li- Mankind, which is their proper Buſineſs ; but 
| nreclengfY when they are ſeparated from Virtue, they ren- 
temperan- der thoſe that poſſeſs them truly ſcandalous, and 
tia labore- highly pernicious. *?Tis true likewiſe, That 
mus, ey. when Learning is moderately purſued for the 
ric 196. Service of Religion, and Good of the World, it 
| nog 1s both innocerit and laudable, and the Advantages 
literis ad Of it for thoſe ends are confeſt ; yet *tis plain, 
mentem from too ſad Experience, that 'tis too generally 
_ ſought upon baſe Conſiderations, and frequently 
” ua (z- applied to very ill Purpoſes ; as 1s allow'd, when 
pius ad lay- £15 made uſe of for the Raiſing of Hereſies, the 
dem atque Adulterating or Confounding the Simplicity of 
virtutem, the Chriſtian DoQrine with Philoſophical Notions 
y a9 , and DiſtinCtrons, or to the Raiſing and Continu- 
T- morn] ing of unneceſſary and dangerous Diſputes out of 
fine natura Pride and Vanity, of Paſſion or Worldly Intereſt, 
valuifſe do- to the diſturbing of the Peace of the Church, the 
&rinaw, Ruine of Charity, and manifeſt Injury of Religion. 
py 4 t But as Virtue may be obtained without great 
| Shane * Natural parts, or acquired Enowledpe, as is evi- 
indocti & dent by the Lives of the common Body 'of Chri- 
rapiunt ſtians in the firſt Ages, * and is honourable with- 
ceelos, & out any Ornaments from Birth and Honour, Au- 
Coencia ng, LDOTIty or Learning ; fo it makes Men capable 
ar. mer- Of doing much good : Let them conſider not only 
gimur in EN1s ; but farther, That it pleaſes Almighty God 
infernum, ſometimes, (as we may expreſs it) to raiſe the Spi- 
Auguſt. ex rits of Men above their natural pitch-or great Per- 


- formances, to make uſe of mean and contemptible 


* Nobilitas nil aliud firquam cognita virtus, quisin eoquem veteraſcen- 
tem videat ad gloriam, generis antiquitatem defiderat ? 
Sed genus & proavos &'quz non fecimus iph, Vix ea noſtra voco, 


Tora licet veteres ezornent undique cerz Atria, Nobilitas ſola eft 
atque unica virtus, | Inſtru- 
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Inſtruments, in Humane Appearance, to bring a- 

bout the great Ends of his Providence, whereby his 

Power ſeems fo be more viſible, and the Pride of 

Man to be more humbled; and that arhong the 

various Inſtances of this kind, which Sacred and 
Prophane Hiſtory acquaint us with, he did fo in 

the' Publiſhing of Chriſtianity, when he choſe the , £9,125, 
fooliſh things of the World to confound the wiſe, and 

the weak thinss of the World to confound the things 

which are mighty ;, when he commiſſioned a few 

mean and illiterate Perſons to preach the Goſpel, 

which notwithſtanding prevailed over the Policy 

and Learning, the Worldly Intereſt. and Preju- 

dice, the Strength and Oppoſition of the World ; 

and that as then nor many Wiſe Men after the Fleſh, 1Cor.1.26, 
not many Mighty, not many Noble were called; 10 

in the Ages ſince, tho* there have been of all 
Conditions, as well Noble, as Ignoble ; Learned, 

as Illiterate ; Kings, and Philoſophers; Empe- 

rours, and States-Men, who have been devoted 

to Religion, have ſhewed the mighty Power and 

Energy of it, and adorned the Ages in which * Luxurt- 
they have lived ; yet it hath been a general Ob- ant animi 
ſervation 'among Heathens as well as Chriſtians, * _ wn 
and *tis a terrible one for great Men to refleCft EET E 
upon, * That Riches and Honours do in.the nature Prima pe- 
of them tend to-corrupt Mens Minds, are great Clogs regrinos 
to Wiſdom, mighty Obſtruttions in the Buſmeſs of the vbſceena 
Chriſtian Warfare to thoſe that poſſeſs them ; and —_ 
therefore that the Great and the Noble are too wnlle, twrpd 
generally diverted and carried away from the One fregerunt 
thing needfal, the working out of their own Sal- ſeculaluxu 


- 


vation, and conſequently their being concerned Pivitiz 


molles. 
Pecuniis augetur improbitas. Divitiae ſeculi ſunt laquei diaboli. 
Divitiz rarO virtutis ſunt comites: Veltes talares Corpora, opes autem 
immenſ# animas jimpediunt, Pietas, probitas, fides, privata bona ſunt, 


for 
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for that of others, by the violent Temptations 


that their Condition expoſes and ſubjets them to, 


which Perſons of a lower Rank are much without ; 
wherefore our Saviour hath aſlyr'd us how hard 
it is for a Rich Man to enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven ; out. of a ſenſe whereof ſome Chriſtians 
in moſt, I conceive, if not. in all Ages, have re- 
fuſed Titles and Honours, and have. renounced 
Riches and Worldly Grandeur; nay. Princes and 


Potentates, Kings and Queens, have, we are told, 
forſaken their Crowns, their Fortunes and Ter- 
' ritories, for a ſafe and happy Retirement : And 


it. accordingly appears, by the Account that is 
given of the Endeavours that have been ſo ſucceſs- 
ful towards-a National Reformation, That as they 
were not begun, ſo they have not been aſliſted by 
many of the Rich and Mighty, but by Perſons of 
a lower Rank, who ſubmitted to be reckoned 


Difturbers of the publick Peace, 'Imprudent and 


Hypocritical Perſons, &c. as the Chriſtians of old 


were by the Heathens, and as fuch will hardly fail | 


to be who in 4 corrupt Ape ſhall faithfully go about 
to convince ſome Men of their Lukewarmneſs and 
negle& of their Duty, and to diſturb the.Generality 
in their Vices, for the effe&ing a National Refor- 


mation; who were willing, I fay. to bear the: 


Cenſures, the cruel Mockings, and the Frowns of 
the World, and perhaps fome of them to hazard 
their Lives for the Vindicating of the Honour .of 


the Laws of God, the Good of Souls, and the 


Service of their Country; and that tho it may 


- Perhaps be expected from the CharaQer of ſome 
few of the Great and Noble among us, who ſeem 


to be much more honourably diſtinguiſh'd from 
thoſe of their own Rank by their Virtue, than 
they are from thoſe below them by their Quality, 
that 
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that they have it in their Inclinations, as it ſeems 
to be in their Power, with God's. Bleſſing, to 
be Inſtruments of Reforming us from ublick 
Prophaneneſs and Immoralities; yet that *tis ſtill 
to be feared, that great Men will not generally at 


leaſt obtain of themſelves to declare for oppreſſed 
- Virtue, and engage in its Cauſetil] it hath regained 


its Reputation more generally in the World, and 
it is accounted a Mark of greater Infamy to be 
TIQOUS. +. 

Prophaneneſs and Debauchery have, in truth, 
been ever infamous in the Opinions of the wiſe 
and good Men in all Ages of the World, and 
treated as ſuch by the Religion and Laws of Hea- 
then Nations, as well as by the Chriſtian Religion, 
and the Laws of our own Country ; which Juſtice 
and Temperance, Chaſtity and Truth, never were, 
that I know of, by any; nay, there have never, 
I conceive, been many Men fo loſt to the No- 
tions of Good and Evil, as ſeriouſly to ſet a Mark 
of Infamy upon ſome Men for their Virtue, or'to 
make Panegyricks upon others for their Vices ; 
and neither the Number or the Qpality of thoſe 
that are guilty of Prophaneneſs and Debauchery 
can any mote alter the Nature of them, or can 
take off thei that Infamy that the Law of God, 
the Laws of Nations, and the Law of Nature 
have fixt on them; than they can the Nature of 


Murther, Bribery, or Theft ; and as they are in- 


famous in their Nature, they will every day 'more 
appear to be fo, if we continue to make our vi- 


 gorous Efforts againſt - them. It will not be 


thought creditable for Men of an inferior Rank. 
to be carried through the Streets before the Ma- 


giſtrate, or to be put in the Stocks, to do there 


publick Penance for the Violation of Divine and 
Humane 
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Humane Laws: Or will it be Honourable for 


Men of. Title or Authority, who have thought . 


themſelves unfit for gentile Converſation without 
a large ſhare of Lewdneſs, have reckoned it Wit 
to Blafpheme, and have, within our Memories, 
*is believed, made their way to their Preferments 
by their Prophaneneſs and Debauchery; to have 
the Penalties of thoſe Laws levied upon them in 
the Sight of their Neighbours or their Country ; 
to be upon Record ; and to be diſabled for thoſe 
Offences for Places of Honour, of Publick and 
Private Truſts; to be told before the Congre- 
gation Four times a YeaF by the King, in His 
Proclamation, that He reckons them to be a D:ſ- 
credit to his Kingdom, and {ſtrictly commands their 
being brought to Puniſhment ; and by their Mini- 
ſter at the ſame time, that they ought to be a- 


voided by Men of Religion, to. be excluded from 


Chriſtian Communion, till they reform, and that 
they will, unleſs they do ſo, be ſhut out of Hea- 
ven, and be condemned to unſpeakable and ever- 
laſting Confuſion and Torment ? In ſhort, we 
may 1n a little time ſee a Drunkard, a Lewd or a 
Prophane Perion, tho” a Man of the greateſt Qua- 
lity or Eſtate, who now paſles with too little 
Remark and Contempt, and 1s kept in counte- 
nance by the Multitude of Offenders of the ſame 
kind, make but. a very ſcurvy Figure, be aſhamed 


to ſhew himſelf in any Company but of ſuch as are 


like himſelf, abandoned of a ſenſe of true Honour 


as well as Religion, and ſhunned by all but the 


unclean Herd of the Vicious and Prophane, who 
may ere long be aſhamed of one another in the 
Sight of the Sun, and may be forced to converſe, 
or rather to have their gangs as High-way-Men, 


Elippers and Coiners have, in dark Corgers, and 


ip 
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| part of the glorious Proſpett that we have in view, 


pious Endeavours may laſt to ſucceeding Ages, as 


Parcels of Earth, which if they meet with are 9 vi- 
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ia continual fear of being diſcovered. This is but 


whilſt we continue to make our vigorous Efforts a- 
gainſt Vice and Prophanenelſs : And is there any 
doubt whether they that acquit themſelves in this 
Noble Eaterprize as they ought, will entitle them- 
ſelves to great Acknowledgments from the preſent. 
Age, and from Poſterity, ſince the Influence of 
their good Example, and the happy Effetts of their 


long as the Nation, and perhaps the World 
will lalt ? | 

Let then the Men of the World, whoſe Hopes 
terminate with this Life, purſye -Honours and 
Titles, and what in their fooliſh Language they 
call their Worldly Advantages: Let them that 
think of no other Happineſs, court popular Air, * O 6 pe- 
intrigue and fawt,, drudge and ſcramble for little tora pates 
their Portion, attended * with Fear atid Envy; 14A. og 
Jealouſie and Hatred, Anxiety.and Grief, which fblimis 
are their ſecret and almoſt conſtant Tormentors, agit forti- 
and make them, as the Scripture expreſles it, as 2 Metus 3 
the troubled Sea that cannot re : But let thoſe that —_— 
can look of theſe deluded and miſerable Souls - _ 
with a juſt Pity ; that know the Pleaſures of In- mitior uns 

Invidia+Siculi non invenere Tyranni Tormentiam majus. nr 

Quem mihi regem dabis non curis plenum ; non djadema aſpicizs, 
ſed vitam afflitione refertam, non catervas ſatellitutn, ſed curaritnr 
multitudinem, | | 

Antigonus rex cuidarn anui ipſum beatum pradicanti dizifle fertear, Sy 
ſcires, © mater, quam multorum malorum hic pannus ſcit { diadema 
autem oftendeb-t) eum in ftercore jacentem non tollcres. 

Cur tu hos evatiſſe putes, quos diti confcia facti Mens habet attonitos 


Non enim gaze neque conſularis furnmovet lictor milcros tumw:'us 
mentis, & curas laqueata circum ”__ yolantes. h 
ROGERCE; 


An Account of the Societies 


- 


x Joh. 3.8. 


nocence 3 that are acquainted with the Triamphs 
.of Conſaence that ariſe from the ſenſe of their 
having ſerved their God, their Country, and 
themſelves ; that hope, after a few Years, for an 
Everlaſting Inheritance, and unſpeakable Joy at 
God's Righ hand ; that believe that our Bleſſed 
Saviour Chriſt Feſus was maniftfted that he might 
*deftroy rhe Works of the Devil, think it more ho- 
Nourable to be employed in the Promoting the 
TameGlorious Deſign to the utmoſt of their Pow- 


-er, and by all Chriſtian Methods, according to 


their Abilities and Opportunities, than to be Fa- 
vourites of the greateſt Prince, than to be Ma- 
ſters of. the World. We ſhall indeed meet with 
many Diſcouragements, and much Reſiſtance in 
theſe Endeavours. The Reformation of a Na- 
tion, particularly that is fo yery degenerate, that 
a great part of it ſeems to at as if it had enter'd 
mto a Combination againſt Religion, cannot be 


;thought to the an eaſte Work ;- we never, I ſup- 


poſe, heard of ſuch a one in-any Age. that was 
effected without Oppoſition. The firſt Attempts, 
eſpecially of a National Reformation, unleſs they 
have the Advantages of Power, of Intereſt, or of 
Numbers of Men to ſupport them, muſt ( hu- 
manly ſpeaking) be attended with great Diffi- 


- culties; thoſe that are engaged in them may ex- 


Eph.6, 12, 


pet to wreſtle not only againſt the Paſſions and 
Laſts of private Men, but againſt Principalzties 
and Powers, againſt the Strength and Policy of the 
Prince, as well as Men of this World, ſince thoſe 
that moſt need Reformation will moſt explode 
the Attempts of it, and oppoſe itz and among 
them there-will be ſuch met with as by their Qua- 
lity or Intereſt, their Power or their Authority, 
tay be moſt capable to obſtru it ; and thivs 
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. will be others, who, when they have not Power, 
or they dare not publickly oppeſe the Under- | 


taking, will be ſpreading their Jealouſies, that 
ſome ſecular Intereſt or dangerous Delign is car- 
rying on under ſuch plauſible Pretences, and will. 


vſe their utmoſt Diligence to find fault with the 


Manner (how regular ſoever- it be.) of its being 
carried on, or to raiſe Objections againſt thePer- 
ſons engaged in: it ;; and when they cannot find 
any ones, they will have recourſe to their 


Inventions, to down-right Slanders, to miſ-repres- 


ſent them, as the ' Heathen'Perſecutors did the 
Martyrs, to expoſe them the more to the Peo- 
ples Hatred and Rage'; nay, :and that which 


makes the Work yet the / more difficult is, that 


there will not be wanting another kind of Men, 
and indeed,'I conceive, fome of the worlt ſort 
of Enemies to ſuch a Deſign, who, through ſome 
unhappy Principles or Prejudices, will aot only 


be content to:ſit ſtill themſelves; and to be uncon- _ 
cerned inthis Matter, but pimps toexcuſe thein- 


ſelves from'giving that Aſſiſtance which might be 
otherwiſe with | Modeſty expe&ed from them; 
and to prevent the Cenſure that may be apt to 
fall upon themfor their ill ConduR, will be very 
ready to declare the Attempts of this kind im- 


practicable, unſeaſonable, or imprudent, -as they - 


do moſt other things of the ſame nature ; which, 
tis much to be both feared and lamented, inany 
of them want either Zeal, or perhaps Honeſty'to 


_ undertake, which Men of no leſs true Wiſdont, 
( if that Principle, whether it be called Caution 


or Policy; that keeps Men from doing their Duty, 
deſerves the Name of Folly, rather than Wiſdom ) 
not only attempt, but ſurmount the appearing 
Difficulties of, But tho' Reliſtance to the firit 


L 4 Attempts 
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--ﬆ5 wecan well ſuppoſe it; if thoſe who are en- 


"Attempts of Reformation from the Powers of 


Darkneſs andthe corript Nature of Man might 

be:foreſeen, and:;may have been-experienced by 
thoſe concerned inthe Tranſactions I have given 
a:Acconnt of, aud may be {tl expefted 1n ſome 
meaſure in the Proſecution of 1t;; "yer as *'rwas at 
firſt neceſlary to rindertake it;-fo /tis ſtill as ne- 
ceſſary. to purſue-it :*. Nay, therhigher the Tide 


* bf Debauchery and Prophaneneſs iruns, the more 


evideat Reaſon : there is for us:to Jook to our 
Hanks, to ule all proper Methods for the Oppoſing 
of: it; and the more: generous;and brave 1s: the 
Oppoſition, unleſs *tis -more reaſonable to give 
way 10-it,ahd.expedct an Inundation of Wicked= 
neſs and'Ruine, than to:endeavgur'to prevent it, 
kate as the Caſe'will- grow the :worſe, and more 
deſperate by the delay, ſo the: Objections that 
are now made againſt it wil thereby grow the 
fronger. 57 140 efD7 * 

- : Het;then the Qppoſition' to' this Enterprize be 
as:great and deſperate; and'fromas.various Cauſes 


gaged in it doſſincerely propoſe: God's Glory and 


the Gocd of; Mankind in their ;Endeavours; if 


they often turn their Thoughts within themſelves, 
as well as upon the: Faults of others, and endea- 


Phil, 2. 1 5. YOUr 70 be blamcleſs and harmleſs, and without Rebuke, 
tithe: midst of a crooked and perverſe Nation ;. If 


'they take great Care that the Conduct in 
this Aﬀair be regular, governed by the Laws of 
the Land, and the Precepts of their Religion, re- 
membring that the Goodneſs of no end can make 
Ev:l means lawful, and as free as faras *tis poſſible 
from Ilmprudences and Inadvertencies, to which 


the. wiſelt and beſt Men are ſubject, (and there- 
 fote-are- n0:x5aſonable Objettion againſt a good 
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Deſign to honeſt Men, that know how to give all 

juit Allowances to Humane Frailties in a Work 

of Difficulty, wherein many unexpected Occur- 

rences will ariſe, Nymbers of Men are engaged 

and who wyl be ſometimes taken unprepar'd and 

at diſadvantage Þy bad and deſigning Men, who 

will not fail to wait for their Halting, and to im- « 

prove all kind of Advantages againſt them ;) it 

they go on with 'Diligence and Reſolution, con- 

| iidering that Solomon's Dire&tion, Whatever thy Eccl.g. 10. 

Hand findeth to do, do it with thy Might, in this | 

Work ſeems more eſpecially to be regarded by 

thoſe who are employed in it, a Curſe being pro- 

nounced againſt them that do the Work of the Lord Jer. 48 10: 

|| deceirfully, and a Crown of Life being promiſed | Or, = 

to them * that are faithful to Death ; it, laſtly, they ke: ” 

cry mightily to God, to whoſe Omnipotence no #» Rey. 2. 

Difficulties are inſuperable, and without whom 19, 

nothing is ſtrong, no Means can attain their end 

for his gracious Direction and merciful Aſſiſtance 

in a Work of Hazard and Difficulty, wherein 

Wiſdom and Conſtancy, the Spiritual Armour 

of the Goſpel, is requiſite, the Honour and Intereſt 

of Religion and the Good of Souls ſeem to be ſo 

much concern'd, to prevent their being aſſaulted . 

with ſuch violent Temptations that might over- 

come them, or to give them ſuch extraordinary 

Supports and Comforts as may enable them to 

bear up under them; and they humbly depend 

more vpon his Direction and Bleſſing than their 

own Diligence and Conduct, contidering that the 

Zeal we have for God's Honour, and the Succets 

of it is from Him ; that our. belt Endeayours 

herein, as well as our other Performances, will 

have a great mixture of Humane Frailrty ; and that R 

after all we ſhall do we ſhall be but unprofitable Scx- Lykt7.1a. 
| 3 Vants, | 
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wants, If they thus go on with Sincerity,-with 
Prudence, with Courage, ,with, Humility, and 
truſt in God, they may, 1 think, face all the World, 
we may ſoon ſee what Courage Vice hath, whe. 
ther Prophaneneſs and Debauchery will be able 
to hold up their heads with their Supporters, 
( which they have too long had within our Me- 
mory ) as Religion hath often done without them, 
and when: the Powers of the World have been 
againſt it. No, Sin is of the Nature of the De- 
vil, its Author, cowardly and ſneaking, and will, 
with God's Bleſſing, give way when thus oppo- 
ſed, which thoſe concerned in the TranſaQions 
I have given an Account of, have, I ſuppoſe, a- 
bundantly experimented, and who have had ſo 
great Succeſs, as makes it very evident that a ge- 
neral Concurrence of good Men may effect a ge- 
neral. Reformation 3 but if the Concurrence of 
Men of Religion ſhould-not prove ſo tniverſal as 
1s hoped it will, or if our Endeavours ſhould not. 
ſucceed toa National Reformation, as is propoſed, 
we may however hope to do a'great deal of good ; 
we ſhall bear our Teſtimony to Religion againſt 
the Corruptions of the Age, and we cannot, I 
think, fail of giving a great Check to publick 
Wickedneſs; and tho*' we ſhould not after all, by 
our Prayers and Endeavours, prevent the Deluge 
of Calamities. that threaten us, an Ark may mer- 
cifylly be provided for vs, we may' deliver our 
own Souls, and it will then be known who they 
are.that are to be thanked that a thorough Refor- 
mation was not effeted, and the Miſery of 'the 
Nation prevented ; not only thoſe who by, deſpe- 
rately diſcouraging and oppoſing pious and. pro- 
per Endeavours for Promoting a Reformation; 
ſeem to be of the Number of thoſe” that me - 
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Gid, in ſome ſenſe, ro fight againſt God; but thoſe 44. 5. 39, 
likewiſe that deſpiſed the Warnings we gave 
them of their Danger, all the Perſwaſions with 
which'we preſſed them to ſet aboutit, and/would 
not be prevailed with to give any. hearty Aſſi- 
ſtance to the Work. © Suppoſing then, 'as hath 
heen faid, that we are to prepare, in the Proſecy- 
tion of this Enterprize, for evil Surmiſings and 
reproachful Words ; for Storms of Malice and ill 
Will, which the Enemy of all Goodneſs and the 
Paſſions of Men may be expeed to raiſe, this, I 
conceive, may, now the Tide is turning, be ge- 
nerally the greateſt Oppolition of the infatuated 
| and ſenſeleſs Slaves of Vice ; for in Reverence'to 
our common Nature I muſt prefume, that there 
are but few that will be declared Agents for the 
Devil, that are ſo abandoned of all Senſe of Ho- 
nour, all Concern for their Reputation, as to en- 
ter publickly the Liſts, and venture their Lives 
for his Service. And as wicked Men have therein 
the worſt Cauſe, they have not, I think, ſettled and 
ſteady Principles to a&t upon, but little true Cou- 
rage, and not much Faith among them ; they will 
often betray one another when Occaſion offers, 
and therefore we may conclude that they wilt - 
never make a firm ſtand againſt the united Body 
of good Men if they acquit themſelves as they 
ought in ſo glorious an Undertaking. = 


To the Men of Religion and Virtue of all Ranks, 
Orders, and Denominations, without diſtinQion,' 
I ask leave therefore, 'in this common Cauſe of 
| Religion, humbly to apply my ſelf. Your Reli- 
g10n Is avowedly attacqued by the deſperate Re- 

bels of Chriſtianity, and Enemies to Virtue ; 
your God is publickly Ins 5: yea ſometimes, 
ACS: Pa; "ris' 
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Exod. 32. 
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" *ris ſtill to be feared, Blaſphemed, for the Enter- 


taigment of Perſons of all Degrees, all Ages, and 
both Sexes; His Laws are- trampled on ; His 
Servants deſpis'd ; the Notions of Good and 
Evil are endeavoured to be confounded, and your 
Country is m imminent Danger of heing loſt, if 
in the preſent Conteſt between Religion and 
Debauchery, Religion does not prevail. You 
are all confeſſedly, by your Baptiſmal Engagement, 
Liſted Soldiers for God's Service, againſt the De- 
vil's Kingdom. And as God hath an undonhted 
Title to your Service, the King, by publickly 
declaring for a vigarous Execution of the Laws 
againſt publick Wickedneſs, and the Cauſe of 
Religion, hath given you an happy Opportunity 
of diſcharging your Fidelity and Zeal for your 
Great Lord and Maſter ; and your Fellow-Chri- 
itians, who are already ſucceſstully engaged in a 
publick Oppoſition to Vice and Prophanenels, ta 
theſe Rebels to Religion, and Enemies to yorr 
Country, ſeem to call on you to enter into their 
pious Coufgderacy, as 4oſes heretofore did on the 
ſjraclites, when he ſtood in the Gate of the Camp; 
Who u on the Lord's ſide, let him come unto me ? Or 
as Holy David of old, Who- wilt riſe up for mc a+ 


gainft the Evil doers? Who will fand up for me 


againſt theWorkers of Iniquity * Now then 1s the 
Time to make one general and brave Effort for 
the Intereſt of Religion, and for the Welfare of 
tne Enghiſh Nation. And will you any longer 
defer your Declaring and Engaging in this Glo- 
rious Work, now 1t ſeems ſo apparent that this 
Cloud that appeared {o little to you ar firlt 1s like 
£0 overſpread our whole Horizon ; that one of 
the moſt plauſible and uncomfortable Objections 
which vas made to thys Undertaking, of its being 

LI impra- 
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impracticable, which we have too much reaſon to 
ſuſpect to be upon this, as well as upon other like 
Occalions, an Excuſe for Fear, Lazineſs, or want 
of gool Principles, is taken off, by the great Suc- 
ceſs that hath attended it ;” that the Heat of the 
Day, 'the fierceſt Oppoſttion to theſe Attempts, 
ſeems much over; and that you have fo very great 
reaſon to conclude, that the Virtuous part of the 
Nation, of all Parties, will fall in and gjve their 
Aſſiſtance ia it, when more particular Methods 
ſhall belaid (as they will ſoon be) before them; 
that if we point our united Batteries againſt the 
ſtrong holds of Debanchery and Prophaneneſs ; if 
we proſecute this Religions War with Conduct 
and Reſolution, which is ſo ſucceſsfully begun 
with ſo unequal a humane force, we have Victory 
in view, we may, with God's Bleſſing, ſee a Refor- 
mation throughly effected, and put upon ſucha firm 
Foundation, as that it may not be ealfily in the 
Power of a vicious Court, or of a degenerate No- 
bility or Gentry, in a ſucceeding Reign to over- 
turn it, again to debauch the Nation, and bring 
it in ſuch danger of Ruine. But is it not e- 
nough that you that have had an early Knowledge 
of theſe Tranſactions, have not ſooner engaged 
in a Cauſe which you could not well be ſuppoſed, 


without great Inconſideration or Prejudice, but 


ſecretly to approve of under all its Diſadvantages, 
when it was in it ſelf the ſame as it is now with 
its Succeſs, and meerly perhaps becauſe you 
thought the Service might be too hot for you, 
and therefore you left it to others to engage in 
an Oppoſition to Vice whilſt it was Triumphant, 
to fall upon it 1n its Intrenchments, to bear the 
brunt of the Battle, and reſerved your ſelves for 
leſs doubtful and dangeraus Service, till the 

main 
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main Body of the Nation fhonld come up, and 
Victory ſhould be turning on the ſide of Virtue ? 
Cowardice in this Caſe, asin War, may bealmoſt 
as miſchievous and as criminal as Treachery. 
Where is then your Zeal for God, or Charity 
for Man, if you appear ſtill ſo unconcerned 
whether Religion or Propkaneneſs prevails; if 
after Ten Years are paſt of a Reign in which we 
had reaſon to promiſe our ſelves a Reformation 
would be carried on, and. be the Glory of it, yon 
ſtill frame further Excuſes to poſtpone it, and 
ſuch weak ones as will very hardly paſs with 
a mortal Man, who underſtands what indiſpen- 
ſible Obligations Religion lays upon us, heartily 
to ſet about it ; but ſurely not with the living 


_ God, that ſees not as Man ſees, but ſearches the 


Heart * Do'you think this Nation hath not 
bled and ſuffered enough for our inexcuſable 
Delays, our deferring this neceſſary Work ? 


' How can you reconcile your* Neutrality to the 


Matr. 12. 
: yo. 


Promiſes which many of you may be ſuppoſed to 
have made 1n the late Days of our outward Hu- 
miliation * or the Prayers that moſt of you put 
up to God for a National Reformation ? How is 
it conſiſtent with the Pretenfions you make of 
your being of the pureſt Religion, or of the beſt 
conſtituted Church ? What do you think of that 
Declaration of your Bleſſed Saviour, He that is 
not with me # againſt me? Can you perſwade 
your ſelves that your continuing your Neutrality 
till the ViRtory is either ſo gained on the ſide of 
Religion, that there will be little need of your 
Aſſiſtance ; or that the Intereſts of Religion are 
depreſſed, and your Country ruined, ( which there 
is ſuch Danger of ) beyond the Example of for- 
mer Ages, deſerves either the Name of Bravery, 
; | _ hs Or 
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or the Wiſdom that is from Above ? * Difficulties + a1g1.. 
and Sufferings are ſurely the proper Exerciſes of tam Radi: 
Chriſtians, are as it were the Teſt and Tonch- um, Nau- 
| ſtone of Noble Minds : and therefore the Perſons clerum - 
who in all Ages have been eſteemed the Wiſeſt _——_ 
and Braveſt, and to have deſerved beſt of Man- h—_ 
kind, have been thoſe, who for the Vindication magnani- 
of Truth, the Cauſe of Religion, and the Service mum ca- 
of their Country, have cheerfully undergone Ig- |amitas, 
nominy, Baniſhment, and Death, through the Ma- — 
tignity of the Times, poputar Fury, or the Ty- tentatio 
ranny of Governments; - infomuch, that the probat & 
moſt celebrated Heathen Moraliſts and Philoſo- exanjmat. 
phers declared, That a Mar could hardly be {up- CO 
poſed to be Virtuous without Suffering for being ſo. a4” 
And one'of them could, we are told, bravely ex- a4 onne 
preſs himſelf to this purpoſe ; If a Man can ſee a pulchrum 
Sword at his Eyes without winking ; If he can vir bonus 
make it an indifferent matter to him, whether his ®** = 
Life goes out of his Throat, orat his Mouth ; if he (rand 
can hear himſelf ſentenced to Baniſhment, or Tor- xit ot ſet 
ments, and can fay, All this I am provided for ; this illic carni« 
js the Temper of Mind that makes him happy. Ac- fe» tet 


| 5 tortor,atqz 
ignis perſeverabit z non quid paſſurus, ſed quid facturus fit adſpiciet,Sem, 
de Vita Beat. FRM 

+ Nondum felix es fi te nondum turba deridet, 

Nihil, mihi videtur, infelicius eo cui nihil unquam evenit adverſfi, non 
Jicuit illi ſe experiri. Tranfaſti fine Adverſario vitam; nemo ſciet quid . 
potueris: ne tu quidem ipſe. - .. SY | 

Magnum exemplum nift mala fortuna non invenit, | 

Matium ignis, Fabritium paupertas; Regulum tormenta, Socratem 
yenenum ſuperare non potuit. Cicuta magnum Socratem fecit, Sen. Ep; 
: Non enim hilaritate, nec lJaſcivia, nec riſa, aut joco comite levitatis, 
| = (zpe*etiam triſftes firmitate & conftantia ſunt- beati, Cscero de fin. 

lib. 2. p. 58. - | ns 
| *Epvor' If widt, or1 #70 Daxdium©E 9 I xouT- UacnNy rem, See 
PxwmTaA, Sed ora, teu orrTH., TH ogSaAO TINEUTEY, mAVTE 
291g may, Grand) iguiiaira, Plate de Rep. id. 2. p. 361, 
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Suffering Death with Copſtancy for his Religion. 

Ariſtides his Juſtice, and Rarilizs his Integrity and 

Courage, were more .ſignalized by -their Baniſh- 

Ment. But not to ſend Chriſtians to learn Con- 

{tancy in Suffering for a good Cauſe to Heathens, 

among whom it was, in the firſt Ages of Chri- 

*Soli Chri- ſtianity, a common Saying, * That the Chriſtians 

ſtiani mor- gyly were Deſpiſers of Death. $0 that Orzgen could, 

« = <-44B it ſeems, boldly tell them, We can as cheerfully lay 

pens down our Lives for our Religion, as the haraie$t Phi- 

lofopher of you can lay down his Coat. Did the Mar- 

tyrs and Confeſſours count it fo great an Honour 

and Happineſs to ſuffer Bonds and Imprifonment, 

Exile, and all kinds of -Death ; to be Rackt, 

Burnt, Stoned, Boiled ; to be thrown to wild 

Beaſts, and condemned to the Mines, for the Ho- 

nour of their Lord and Maſter, and the Salvation 

'of their own Souls; laught at all the Methods of 

Cruelty, and tired .ont the Malice of their Perſe- 

cutors! And by theſe means, as the Roman Em- 

perour and Philoſopher, Marcus Antoninws, is ſaid 

' to have told the common Aſſembly at Epheſus, in 

his Letter to them, to ſtop the blind Rage of the 

Sanguis Pagan Prieſts and People againſt them, They were 

Martyrom pays Conguerours. Could ſuch vaſt Numbers of 

_ Ec- Perſons, of both Sexes, of all Ages, and ſuch va- 
©. r1ions Conditions, more greedily court Martyr- 

dom, than Men did-in after-Apes ſeek Biſhopricks 

and Preferments in the Church, and valued it 

more than Crowns and Scepters ? inſomuch, that 

it was thought fit to diſcourage and reſtrain their 
Expoling themſelves unneceſſarily to 1t. And can 

the Diſcaples of the ſame Crucity'd Sayiour, who 
Luk.r4.27. are cbliged by him to bear the Croſs, are bid to 

Mat.5.11, rejoice and be exceedins olad when they are m—_—_ 
ar 


'. cordingly Soc#ares obtained fo great Fame for his 
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arvers Temptations, be affrighted at all Appearances 
of Suffering in a good Cauſe, think the danger 
only of meeting with Shame, or other little In- 
conveniencies, a ſnfficient Excuſe for their not 
appearing for the Honour of their Lord and Ma- 
ſter, and the Saving of their Country ? .Nay, 
Can the Soldier endure all the Fatigues, and ven- 
ture all the Hazards of War, make his way through 
Blond and Buillets, Fire and Water, upon no high- 
er Motives generally, *tis to be feared, than for 
larger Pay, or a greater Paſt of Honovr in an Ar- 


my; to he talkt -of by thoſe that have ro more 


Reaſon than himſelf, or uſe it to as little purpoſe ? 
Can the Courtier, 1n a corruptReign, intrigueand 
plod, lye and fawn, loſe his Reſt, and. waſt his 
Spirits, endure the Frowns of Men, and the Re- 
proaches: of his own Conſcience, to pleaſe an 
Farthly Prince, that is compoſed of the ſame Ele- 


ments with himſelf? . Can the Covetouns- Man. 


drudge and ſweat, pinch Nature, and haraſs it, 
live Poorly and Contemptibly, for the miſerable 
Conſideration of filling his Cheſts full of poliſhed 
Earth, or leaving it for a Son whp often takes 
almoſt as much Pains todamn-his Soul in Spend- 
ing it, as his Father might his, without, Repen- 
tance, by his unjuſtifiable Methods of Getting it? 
Can the Sons of Wine and Luſt be content to 
brute their Minds, and ruine their Bodies ;' bear 
the Cries of ruined Tradeſmen, and of their mi- 
ſcrable Families; to tranſmit Poverty and Diſeaſe, 
Infamy and Miſery to their Poſterity ; to watch 
and fear; to rot and roar for their unlawful and 


beaſtly Pleaſures? Can the Libertine, when Mis . 


Conſdence will not ſuffer him to be eafie in his 


it5 


and Perſecuted for his Sake ;, and are direfted by EE; 
the Apoſtle, to count it. all Joy when they fall into Jam, 1, % 
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Rom, 2. 5. 


Neb, 12 3. 


Sins; when he wiſhes there was no Religion in 
this World, nor future Account in the next, be 
indefatigable in raking out of the Heathen 
Authors, and our modern Plays, all Expreſſions 
that may ſeem to favour his Licentiouſneſs, and 
may help to beget or ſtrengthen his Infidelity ; 
in ſhort, take more pains to ſilence and ſtupifle 
his Conſcience than might, with God's Bleſſing, 
be ſufficient, if it were well applied, to ſubdue his 
vicious Habits, to be wiſe and to be happy ? Can 
theſe Men be thus reſolate, diligent and daring in 
the purſuic of their Sins, or the empty things of 
this World, that neither Frowns nor Favours, 
Hazards nor Difficulties, do 'make any ſuch Im- 
reſſions upon them, as either to deter or allure 
them from the Proſecution of their Deligns, or 
from Treaſuring up to themſelves Wrath againſt the 
Day of Wrath, from being irrecoverably, unſpeak- 
ably and eternally miſerable ? And ſhall the Pro- 
ſelytes of | Religion, that, know its ineſtimable 
Value, be fo faint-hearted and ſneaking in its glo- 
rious Cauſe, and in the diſcharge of their Duty, 
for the obtaining an Everlaſting Happineſs, that 
every little Difficulty, the Favour or the Frowns 
of its open Enemies, fhall. diſcourage 'and keep 

them from giving their Aſſiſtance in 1ts Defence 
This, one would think, all Men that are ſincerely 
concerned for the Honour and Intereſt of Reli- 
gion, and expect to receive the unſpeakable Re- 
wards it propoſes to thoſe that faithfully purſue 
it, will he aſhamed of. I confeſs to the World, 
I dare not, I know not how to hope to be rewarded 
with Everlaſting Honour and Happineſs hereafter 
irom him, who 4n the Purchaſing of our Redem- 
ption endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, if I 
can't prevail upon my ſelf to ſuffer 11] Treatment ; 
| | to 
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to be calumniated, lavgh'd at, and contemn'd, in 
Obedience to his Commands, and for the Good of 
Souls, for whom He died : Nay, I will not ask Par- 
don of the prophane Crew, the Generation of 


"v7 © 


Scorners, that I tell them yet more plainly, that . 


I hope-I had rather bear all the Contempt that 
their Tongues and Pens can fling upon me for any 
Aſliſtaggg 1 am enabled, by God's Grace, to give 
this & + I am repreſenting, ( whilſt I continue 
under the ſame Sentiments of it.) which I dq ex- 
peCQ a-ſhare of, and am preparing my felf to wel- 
come; nay, to ſuffer Death, if I am called to it, 
in the Diſcharge of my Duty therein, rather than 
bear the Reproaches of my own Mind in this 
World for an Unconcernednefs for it, and much 
more than to be difowned by my Bleſled Saviour 
at the-great Day of Recompence, and to endure 
tis Everlaſting Diſpleafure. And without the 
leave of thoſe unhappy Wretches who would paſs 
for Wits in theſe Days, by ſaying ſuch — 
have in all Ages mark'd thoſe that have been 
guilty of them with the moſt infamous CharaCters 

and have made, them look'd on as Enemies of 
Mankind, even Monſters in Humane Nature ; 
thoſe Panders for Hell I mean who turn the moſt 
ſerions and ſacred things into Jeſt and Railery, 


- and who will not therefore, I ſuppoſe, fail to 


treat with Scorn and Reproach the preſent En- 


cerned 1n them : I muſt remember them, that the 


deavyours of Reformation, and thoſe that are con- , 


Scripture not only tells us, that : the laſt Days 2 Pet. 3. 3- 
Scoffers ſhall appear, and that Judgments are pre- Proy. 19. 


pared for Scorners, but, particularly, that God 


29. 


ſcorneth the Scorners, And as for thoſe that herd Proy.z, 34- 
among theſe prophane Scoffers, theſe profeſſed 
Advocates for the Devil's Service, that neglen 
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their Duty, and facrifice. their Conſciences, only 

to avoid their Scorn and Contumelies, let me de- 

lire them to conſider, whether they have not Rea- 

{on to tear, that God will treat them with:Ever- 

laſting Contempt who for. his ſake; or in Obedience 

to his plain Commands, refuſe to be contemned. _ 
Let us not then, Fellow-Ghriſtians, who would 
be accounted faithful Soldiers of Jeſus &briſt, be |} 
If. 51.7. 4fraid of i the Reproach and ' Revilings or ch pro- | 
phane and profligate Wretches, but let us rejoice 
in them, and in any other Perſecution which. we 
may undergo in ſo glorious a Cauſe. Let us con- 
{Uloum- ſider, that: this Life is the proper Seaſon for Ser- 
omen .vice.and Suffering, and the next of Reward and 
«=o '*" Happineſs. : -+ Let the Lives and Deaths of the 
Principes Martyrs and Confelſors of old: he much 1n our 
ſax. Minds. Let us remember; that the beſt Chriſtt- 
Romani ans in all Ages have been derided and contemned; 
duces imi- that our Bleſſed-Saviour himſelf, the Captain of | 

; e;2e 4 our Salvation, who * was rejeed and deſpiſed of 

Fabritzos, 44en; bath commanded us þ nor to be afraid of them 
Scipiones : that kill the Body, and after that have no more that 
Philofophi they can do ; but to fear him that hath Power to caſt 
proponant into Hell; and hath faid, that ||-whoſoever ſhall be 
" pk —_— aſhamed of him, and of his Words, of him alſo ſhall 
Ariftot, he be aſhamed when he cometh in the Glory of his Fa- 
&c. Nos ther with the holy Angels ; but that + sf we are Reviled 
autem ha- and Perſecuted for his Sake our Reward ſhall be great 
ome . in Heaucm, Let us fortafie our ſelves with theſe 
papou Conſiderations againſt the moſt violent Oppo- 
prin:ipes, Poſition of the Enemies of Goodneſs, and the 
Paulos, Hi dangerous Suggeſtions and ill Examples of formal 


Goes, and lukewarm Chriſtians, and of thoſe who are 
C. 
Aliquis vir bonus nobiz ante oculos habendus eft, elige itaque Cato- 
rem, elige, Leiium, Cc. Sen Ep. 11. p. 180. 

* jfa, 53. 3 {Luke 12. 5, {| Mar, $. 38. + Matt. 5.18, 
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too often falſly. called Friends ; Jet, us look on 


all their Inſinvations, and any Objections whatſo-. 


ever to the Diſcharge of bur Duty in this Under- 
taking, which we may meef with -from the Pru- 
dent and the Wary, pra. to diſcourage us 
from the hearty Proſecution of. it 

that we are to reſiſt, unleſs they can convince. us 
that we do not a&*herein as becomes Men and 
Chriſtians, and good Members of the Community 3 
that this Work is not. honourable in it ſelf, deſi- 
rable in its Effefts, and acceptable to Almighty 
God, which, I think, they will never do, ſince they 
cannot; I conceive, prove, that the Civil Govern- 
ment ought not toindeavour to puniſh and ſuppreſs 
publick Sins, and the open Dehance of Religion, 


In anſwer-to Sripeure, clear Reaſon, and the Ye- 


neral Conſent of Mankind to the contrary. .- 
Laſtly therefore, Let all thoſe who are already 


ſizcerely concerned in this Noble Undertaking, 


and all others that have any Love to God, any 
Charity to Man, any. Concern for. their Coudtry, 
or Regard to their Poſterity, to engage them in 
it, conſidet, that we, have Rerein the Laws of God 
and of the Nation, the Commands of the King, the 
Concutrence of a late Repreſentative Body of the 
Nation, the Prayers of good Men, the Pretences. 
of thoſe that carry but a Form arid Profeſſion of 
Religion, and the Conſciences that are not hard- 
ned, even of bad Men, en our ſide, and moreover, 


Y the great Succeſs that hath already attended theſe 


Attempts, to animate and encourage our Zeal and 
Diligerice in it; ſo that if we acquir our ſelves 
herein hike Men and Chriſtians ; if God is on our 


ſlide, we kijow, chere 5 (as Solomoi ſays) no Wiſaom, Prov, 21: 

nor Underſtanding, tor Counſel againſt Him ;, we 

, Reed not much tear the Strength or Policy of the 
| RT 


World, 


f, as Temptations. 
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An Account of the Societies 


World, or the Powers of Darkneſs ;-we may, with 
God's Bleſſing, {ce Prophaneneſs and-Debauchery 
every day more and more fly into dark Cotners, 
as Idolatry of old didat the appearance of Chriſti- 
anity., Vice be branded and confounded, Virtue be 
embraced, Religion pts England flouriſh, and + 
give ſuch an Example as may provoke ſucceeding 
Ages and other Nations to an Imitation, and give 
perhaps Occafionto reform Chriſtendom and Man- | 
kind; But what Triumph of Soul, which neithes | 
Riches, nor Honours, nor the Fleſh can give, ſuch . 
happy Souls may; Livirig of Dying have, who have 
nndergone Shame and Sufferings in the faithful -. 
Diſcharge of their Duty, and for the Cauſe of God, 
whg have been his Inſtruments in bringing about 
ſuch bleſſed EffeRts, nay, indifcharging their Duty 
hereia and in other reſpeQs ſincerely, tho? Succeſs, 
which 1s.not'in our Power, and will not be requi- 
red of us, ſhould not attend it? And, on the con- 
trary, what ſevere RefleQtions they may hereafter 
make on their Behaviour, who, after this Matter 
is plainly laid before them, and a' publick Refor- 
mation 'of Manners ſeems to be put as it were into 
their hands, will either openly oppoſe, or ſecretly 
 vadermine the juſt Endeavours Tic, or that wall 
not be preyail'd upon either to 'concur in the Me- 
thods that are already laid, or to engage 1n- any 
other that they can ſuppoſe may be more effeQual 
for the carrying on a National Reformation ; that 
can contentedly look on and fee their Fellow- 
Chriſtians ſuffer in any kind, by their brave 'Op- 
poſition to the declared Enemies of God, and the 
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Devil's Kingdom, the Cauſe of Relizion to be in- 


jured and- depreſſed, and their Country fo much _ 
endangered, for want of their giving their ſeaſona « 
ble and zealous Aſſiſtance to it, I will not under- 
take to deſcribe, | | I will 
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for Reformation of Manners. 


" 1 will only dd, That if the Atemprr of Refor- 


mation, which were began with ſo great Diſadvan- 
tage, Have born up under fo m iy Difficulties, 
whichare carried on by the united 'Endeavours of 


ſach Bodies of Men, in the ſevEral Parts of this 


City, are ſpreading through the Cities and Corpo. 


rations of the Kingdom, and are propagating in 
thoſe of /reland; who have a Communication with 
one another, are governed .by Methods that have 
been approved by Perſons of great Wiſdom and 


" 
. C7 


conſummated Judgment, and which have been ſo 
highly ſucceſsful, ſhould be defeafed by the Indu- 
ſtry and Power, the Number and Intereſt of its 
Enemies If, I ſay, we ſhould ſuffer Debauchery 
and Prophaneneſs to regain their ground, and to 


carry the Vietory, after the Adyances that are thus 
made ' towards the Swppreſling of thein, and the 
Encouragements and Advantageswe have for the 
Carrying of them on to ſo glorious an Iſſue, have 
we not very great Reaſon to fear, that we may 
never again have ſach an Opportunity. put into 
out Hands ? ' Can it be thought eaſie, humanly 
ſpeaking, to bring the Bodies of Men together that 
are now <ngaged in it, to rally and reafſume a 
baffled Carffe, wherein they may perhaps be apt 
to think they may have made a full and diſmal 
Experiment of the deſperate Averſion and Oppo- 
ſition of this Generation to Reformation, have, if 
they have ated therein, and in other parts of 
their Duty, ſincerely, kept the Guilt of publick 
Wickedneſs from lying on them, and may have 
delivered their own Souls ? Or 1s there any pro- 


| bability that this Cauſe will be revived and ſnc- 


ceſsfully retrieved by thoſe, whom no Arguments 

will now prevail on to concur in the preſent Mc- 

thods, or to give any other zealous Aſiiſtance x" 
bs it 
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ſer. 5. 9. 


" it?” And who is there that*believes-that there is 4 * 


Righteous God that governs the World, that will 
not- fear, how ſanguine ſoever ſome Men may be 
upon'the firmneſs of our preſent Peace and Set- 
tlement, that notwithſtanding our, Councils and 


Confederacies, we ſhall feel the Effects of the high 


Diſpleaſtire of Almighty God, upon, whoſe Bleſ- 
ſing the Stability of our preſent Peace and outward 
Profperity does depend ; that He wall be avenged 
071 w, a Nation as this ? And if this ſhould prove 


to be our diſmal Caſe, might it not-then be ſaid _ 


over us; O ungeateful and rebellious Nation, that 
wouldelt. ſo provoke infinite Patience and For- 
bearance, wouldeſt obſtinately- refuſe, ſo. many 
gracious Offers, contemn ſuch various Methods of 
Mercy, as if thou had'ſt been deſperately reſolved 
upon. Deſtruftion! O. Engfend! England! To 
what Miſery have thy Sins brought thee ! But the 
Caufe of Reformation is God's Cauſe, His Provi- 
dence, hath ſeemed to me to favour, the poor En- 
deavours of it, which are repreſented in theſe 
Papers, and therefore I hope they wilt, with his 
Bleſſing, ſo proſper and prevail, that ſuch a Na- 
tional Reformation may beeffetted as may prevent 
His heayy. Judgments falling upon us. « 


_ And may Almighty God, who ts pleaſed to magnifie 
hys Power in Weakneſs, for this End mercifully dirett 


and ſupport thoſe who are ſincerely engaged in this 


Glorious Work, give what 1s ſaid herem agreeable to 


his Will ſome Succeſs in the fartherins of it, and gra- ' 
cioufly pardon any thing in it that may not be acceptable 


to Him, for the Lord Jeſus ChriſPs Sake. 
All Glory to G OD. 
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F;, gious Duty, cither of Prayer, 
| Preaching, Reading, or Ex- 
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here is added," an Abſtra of the Penal-Laws againſt Pro- 
phaneneſs and Debauchery. 


Alſo His Mack's Gracious and 
e Addreſs of the 


to the Humb 


FIges Proclamation, purſuant 
t 


nourable Houſe of Com- 


mons, for the: Vigorous Execution of thoſe Laws $1 and 
the late Af of Parliament againſt Prophane Swearing and 
Curſing at length, uſeful for Miniſters, who are to read 


them Four times a 


| Year in their reſpeftive Churches an@ 
Chappels throughout the Kingdom. 
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OFFENCES. 


| ion of the. 
Day. 


>» .&-* 
a Bas” Y 


concerning the 
Obſervation of 
the Lord's-Day, 
ſhall .be -put in 

This Day is by 
every one to be Santifh d and 
kept Holy ; and all Yorfons 
mult be careful hergin to ex- 
erciſe themſelves jn the Dutjes 
of Piety: and true Religion, 
Publickly and Privately ; and 


every one on this Nay+*( not? 


having a reafonable Excuſe ) 
mukt diligently reſort to ſome 
Publick place, where the Ser- 
vice of God is exerciſed, or 
muſt be preſent at ſome other 
Place, (allowed of by Law). 
in the Practice of ſome Reli- 


pounding of the Scriptures, or 


PLL Yawiin force | 


Laws 
and 


I Eliz.c. 2. 
3 Fas. C. 4. 


Conference upon the ſame. 
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Statutes. | 


IN 
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OTE, That His 
Majefty's Prote- 
ftant Subjects dif- 
ſenting from the 
Church of England, and quar 
liged according to the late 
Statute of Indulgence, Jre ex- 
empted from the Penalties of 
the Statutes, -3 Jac. 1 EliZ. 
23- Eliz. 29. Eiiz. and ſome 
other Statutes. But this In- 
dulgence extends not to ſuch 
prophane Perſons who no 
where attend on the Publick 
Worſhip of God Eftabliſht, 
or allow'd by Law; nor to 
any that in Preaching op 
Writing deny the Trinixy. 
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OFFENCES. ! 


Such as Repair 'not* to 


Church, ©. on Sundays and 


Halidavs,. | © 
One Witneſs, 


It a Twelve-month or: 
more, es = 

Tf any comenot+tothe Sa-. 
crament of the Lord's-Supper | 
price a Year, 7b 1 AA 


- None ſhall ſpeak or do any 
thing in Contempt. of. the 
moſt Holy Sacrament. 


Whoſoever ſhall diſturb the 
Church or Cqi:gregation per- 
mitted, or miſa{cthe Teagher, 

Proof by Two Witneſles 
before a Juſtice of Peace. 

Whotcever ſhall diftyrb any 


Preacher allow din his open [*** 


Sermon or Collation, or be 
procuring or abetting theres 
unto, or 'ſhall Reſcue, C9, 
any Offender, E9c. arch 


Accuſation muft be by Two | 


Witnefles, or Confeffion. , 


Such as Meet or Afſemble 
put, of their own Pariſh upon 


the Lord's-Day, for any Sports | 


or Paſtimes whatſoever; or 
ſuch as-fhall nſec any Unlawful 
Exerciſe or Paftime in their 
pwn Paiifa upon the Lord's- 


: 


” Abfenting for a Month, ' * 


- Laws | 
\! G:>.; 4 


4 


, - Ss : ; 
1 Eliz.6. 2. 
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23 Eliz. 
Cap. I Ca 
b-) Jac. Co oY 


I Car, 6 IF: 
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Statutes, | 


LEJ.6.6.1, | 


_ 
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| PENALTIES. 


_ — 


Twelre,,Pence for every 
Detault, to be levied by:Di- 
ftreſs and-for want of Di- 
ſtreſs, to. be commitred. to 
ſome Priſon, until the Game 
be paid. 'Vid. 14,15. S. 

Twenty Pounds per Month, 
or forfeiture*of Two parts in 
'Three of their Eſtates. 

Their Names-and Sirnames 

to be Preſented : Forty Shit- 


ſent them. | 


be Bound over 
'Seffions. 


To be Committed by any 
Juſtice of the County to ſafe 
Cufftody,, and within fix days 


the Offenter upon Examina- 
tion {hall.be found: Guilty) 
ſhall Commit him to Gaol 
'withoug' Bail, 6c. for Three 
Months, and” faftther to, the 
next Quarter-Sefftons, @c. 


Pence to the Poor, where, Pc. 
to be levied by Diftreſs and 
Sa'e, .reſtqring the Overplus; 
Cc. and for want of Diftreſs, 
to be (cnt to the Stocks for 
Three Hours ; but they muſt 
be queſtioned within a Month, 


| 


lings Reward to ſuch as pre» 


| the (aid'Committing Juſtice, 
with one other Juſtice, (if 


Three Shiilings and Four. 
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Hours of Nine in the Morning, 


. * 


OFFENCES. 


If any Carrier, Wagoner, 
Butcher, Gc. with Horſe, 
Wain, or Cart, og, Drover with 
Cattle, ſhall Travel upon the 
Lord's-Day by themſelves, or 
any other for them, | 

f any Butcher, or any o- 
ther for him, ſhall Kill or Sell 
any Vidtuals upon the Swnday, 

Two Witneſſes, View, or 


Confeſſion, * # 


| If any Shooe-Maker ſhall 
-ſhew with intent to' Sell any 


Boots, Sliopes, Vc, ' on the 


unday, , - 
If any Perſon of the Age 
of 14, ſhall on: the Lord's- 


Day, or any part thereof, do" 


any Worldly Labour, Buſineſs, 
or Work, 90. except Works 
of Neceflity and Charity, 

If any Perſon ſhall - Cry, 
Shew forth, or put to Sale, 
any Wares, Fruit, Goods, Ec. 
except Milk only, before the 


& after four in the Afternoon, 
-- No Drover, Horſe-Courſer, 
Wagoner, Butcher, Higler, or 
any of their Servants, ſhall 
Travel, or come to their Inns, 
on the Lerd's-Day. ' 

No Perſon ſhall uſe to Tra- 
yel upon the Lord's-Day with 
any Boat, Wherry, 9c. ex- | 
cept allow'd by one Juſtice of 
Peace fo to do, 


By View, Confeſſion, or. 


* 


1 Statutes. 


one Witne(s, 


LE th A 3-27 


and 


- 


ZCar.e.I. 


3 Car, £ Þo1 


—" 


I Jac, 6.22, 


F 


29 Car.' 2. 
Cap. 7, 


4 
o 
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29 Car. 2. | 


Cap. 7 


29 Car. 2, 
Cap. 7. 


29 Car. 2, 
Cap, 7. 
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T wenty'Shillings- for every 
Offence, to be levied ri Ae 
ftreſs and Sale, to the Uſe of 
the Poor, : 


He ſhall Forfeit Six Shil- - 
lings and Eight Pence, if que- 


] tioned within Six Months, - 
j to be Levied, c.. or may be 


Sued for in Seſſions, (Fc. , 
He ſhall Forteit the Valug 
of every. ſuch; pair, and allo 


{| Three Shillings - and Four 


Pence far every Pair, 
He ſhall Forfeit Five Shil- 


| hngg for every Offence. 


He ſhall Forfeit 'the faid 
Wares, Fruit, Goods, C5c, to 
the Uſe of the Pogr. 


The Forfeiture is Twenty 
Shillings for every Offence. 


The Forfeiture is Five Shil- 
lings for every Offence. The 
Conviction upon the Statute 
muſt be before any Juſtice of 
the County, 9c. who ſhall 
give Warrant to the Confta- 
bles, Ge. to Seize the Goods 
ſhewed, 9c. and to Levy rhe 
Forfeitures by Diſtrels, &Fec. 

$4 Thig 
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| WFFENCES. 


kd "AR extends not to 
ing of Meat in Cooks- | 
, Inns, or Victualling- 
mY , for ſuch as Otherwiſe 
Ganno t be provided ; nor to 
Hac jne) Coaches that | are 


Beedſad. + | 


pn EE EIT 


a 


—Dnkennets, ol 


therefore the Laws againft it 
are new, 

If any be Convidted for 
being Dr unk, by One Witneſs, 
View, or'Confeflton, and the 
Party confeſſing a good Wit- | 
neſs againſt another Offending, 
at the fame time. 

Ifany Ale Houſe-Keeper be 
Convidted of Drunkennefs, he. 
is diſabled for Three Years to 
keep any Ale-Honfe. - 

This Conviction of Drun-j 
kenneſs muft be within Six 
Months after the Offence 


gt | 
nn: Keepers, "te Houle- 
Keepers, or Victuallers, that 
ſuff:r any of the ſame Pariſh 
to continue Tipling in their 
Houſes, + 

Oae Witneſs, View, ar Con- 
feffion, and the Party con- 
felling a good Witneſs againſt 
anoihzr Offending at the 


ſame time, 


+ 1 
"48 
Fea," 


and 


A Crime, from which the Co.3Lftie. 
Ancient Britains were free, 1 fol. 200,* 


$S FArutes. | 


201. 
4 Fac. C. 5. 
21 J4cc.7. 


7 Fac.c.lo. 
21 Jac.6. 7. 


1 7xc. 6. 9. 
21 746,67. 


PENALTIES. 


and for want of Diftreſg, ro put 
the Offender in : the Stocks 
for Two'Hours: The Juſtices, 
£9c. may'reward the Informer 
ut 'of» the: Forfcitares, not 
exceeding the Third part. 
Every Perſon muft be Im- 
peached upon this Act withm 
Ten pon after the Offence. 


4. office for the felt 


| to pay Fire Shillings to. the, 


Church-Wardens, where, 0. 

within one Week after -Con- 

biction, or elſe to bt Levied 

by Warrant, ©. by Diftre(s 

and Sale; and for want of 

Cay an to fit in the Stocks 
fix Hors. hþ 


For. the ſecond Offence, 
mult be Bound in TerPounds, 
with TwoSureriesto the good 
Behaviour ; and for want of 
Sureties, to be ſent to Gaol. / 

[i the Conſtable levy not the 
Forfeitures, | he Forfeits Ten 
Shillings to the Poor, us ſupra. 

Ten Shillings to be Levied 
by Diftreſs, and Sale after fix 
days ; and for want of Diſtreſs, 
to be committed till Payment, 
and Diſabled for 3 Years fram 
keeping any Ale-Houſe, &c. 

If the Conitable or Church- 
Warden :do not Levy the Pe- 
na'ty, or ſhall not certifie the 
want of Diltreſs within Twen- 
ty Days, he Forfeits. © Forty 
Shillings, to be levied by O- 


{treſs and Sale, us ſuprs. 


, 
F - 


FOR £1 

<-> bi 2d * 
/ 

4 


OFFENCES. 


If any Inn-Keeper, Ale- 


. Horffe-Keeper, Victualler, or 


Taverner, ſuffer any Perſon 
(whereſoever his Habitation 
be } to continue Tipling in his 
Houſe, A | 
:- Two Witneſſes, or View. 
Townfmen or others which 
fhall' remain Tipling in aby 
Inn, Ale-Houſe, or Victual- 


ling-Houſe, © - One Witnels, | 


View, or Confeſſion, ut ſupra. 
© Conſtables ſhall be charged 
on their Oaths to preſent 
Offences committed againft 
theſe As. LG 
Theſe Statutes do Prohibit 
all Quaffing, and Drinking of 
Healths, ſuch Houſes being 
ſolely appointed for the Ac- 
commodation of Travellers, 
and for the Relief of the Poor. 


ky s 


DO my” 


Swearing & Curſing, | 


If any Perſon ſhall Pro- 
phanely Swear or Curſe in the 
Hearing of a Juſtice of Peace, 
Mayor, &c: or be Convicted 
of ſuch* Swearingz - by - One 
Witneſs, or Confeſſion of: the 
Party, 6 23 Ae} 

Every Offence againft this 


Act muſt be proved within 


Ten Days after the Offence 
Committed. 

* Every Juſtice ſhall Regiſter, 
6c. and certifie to the next 


& +» e G8 


IR 


Laws 
and 


Statutes. 


I Jac. cap.9. 


Z15ac. C7. 
I Car.cap.4+ 


47ac.cap.5. 
217ac.c.7. 


ICar.ca#:.4. | The Conſtable for his Neg- I 
rs 4 left Forfeits Ten Shillings, ut 


| Dalt-cap.7- | ſ#pra- 


21Fac.c.20 viction, ſhall oftend a Second tume; 

3 Car. Cc. 4. | ſuch Perſon ſhall pay Double ; and if 

17Car. c..4. | * i:ird ime, Trebble the Sum re- 

6,7 Guliel ſnetively ,to be. paid for the firft 
d . 


Cap. LI. 


{ 


PENALTIES: 


PE 


——_ 


; Ten Shillivgs to be Levied 
by Diſtreſs, and for want of 
Satisfaction, in'fix days to be 
ſold, reftoring the Overplus ; 
and for wanr of Diftreſs, to be 
committed till Payment. 
s 

Three: Shillings and Four ' 
; Pence, to be Levied þy Di- 
ſtreſs, after one Wecks .Neg+ 
lect of Payment ; or to fit in 
the Stocks four Hours. 


Every ſuch Taverner,which _ 
ſhall ſuffer any Perſon what- -* 
ſoever to Tipple in his Houſe, 
contrary to the ſaid Statytes, 
ſhall be. adjudged within the 
Statute, 1 Fac. Cap. 9. 


— ——— 


He ſhall forteit for every ſuch _ 

ffence, to the Ule of the Poor, the _ * 
reſpective Sums following ; every 
Servant, Vay-Labourer, common Sol- 
dier, and common Seatnan, One 
$liil.insz every other Perſon, Two 
ShillMgs : 1t any Perlon, aftex Con» 


Otience, Pvery, Jultice, Head-Officer, - 
&c. may Commard the Conſtables, 
&c, to Levy the lame by Diſtreſs: 
And tor want of Diſtreis,the Offeneer 
being above the Age of SixteenYears, 
ſhait be 1=t 1n the Stocks, tor every 
lingle Offence, one Hour ; for any 
Nuinber, at one and the ſame time, 
two Hours : it under Sixteen Years 
01d, and thal! not pay the ſazd Twelve 
ence, hy {hull be whipp'd by the 
| Conllable,oy Warrant of the Jultice, 

RE Quartere 


—___ 


bs 


. 


"OFFENCES. 


Pg 


Quarter-Seſltons of Peace all a 


| Convictions made before 
{ him npon this Act, and the 
. time of making thereof, and 
* for what Offence. 


None ſhall in any Stage- | 


Play, Shew, May-game, Inter- 
tude, or Pageant, Jeftingly or 

ophanely ſpeak. or uſe the 
Holy Name of God, Chriſt Je- 
ſus,the Holy Ghoſt, orTrinity. 


—_—_—— 


'Dlaſphemy. 


If any Perſon, having been 
Educated in, or at any time 
having made Profeſſion of the 


Am. 


Chriſtian Religion, within | 


this Realm, ſhall, by _— 
Printing, ' Teaching, or ad- 
viſed Speaking, deny any one 
of the Perſons in the Holy 
Triniry to be God, or ſhall 
* affert or maintain' there are 
more Gods than Qne, or ſhall 
| &eny the Chriſtian Religion 
#0 be true, or the Holy Scrie 
Þtures of the Old and New 
Teftament to be of Divine 
Authority, and ſhall upon In- 
dictment or Information in 
any of His Majeſty's Courts at 
Weſtminſter, or at the Aflizes, 
be thereof Lawfutly Con- 
vidted by the Oath of Twoor 
more credible-Witneſles, 
Note. This Statute puniſhes 
not the Error, but the Impu- 
dence of the Offender; 


i 


: | h 


4 


| 


i 


and 
SFAIHEES. 


3748. C21. 


* 


9 & 10, 
Gulzelm, 3. 


I 


{i BS” F 


| 


a _ 


times in the Year, in all Churches 


PENALTIES. 


o 


of by the Parent, Guardian, or Ma- 
{ter, in the Prelence of the Conflable, 
Every Juſtice, or chief Magiftrate, wil- 
tully omitting the Performing of his 
Duty, ſhall torteit Five Pounds, to 
be recovered by Attion, The AR of 
Sixth and - Seventh of King 
LLIAM to be Read four 


and Cha under the pain of 
Twenty Skin for Negle&t . woe 
General flue, &c. Treble Coſts, &c. 


- .On pain of Ten Pounds, ta 


be divided between the King 
and the Proſecutor, to be re- 
covered by Action, &#e, 


' For the firſt Offence, ſhall be ad- 
judged incapable, and diſabled in Law 
ro ell Ingents and Purpoſes,to bgve.or 
injoy any Office or. Imployment Ec- 


| clebaftical, Civil, or Military, 'or any 


Part in them, or any Prokror Advans 
tage appertaining to them z and if at 
the Time of Conviction Poſſeſt, &c. 
ſuch Office, Place, 
ſhall be void. 

_ On the ſecond Convidtion, ſhall be 
diſabled to Sue, Proſecute, Plead,or 
aſe 'any Aion or Information in any 
Court of Law or Equity ; or to be a 
Guardian, gr an Executor, or Admi- 
niſtrator, or capable of any Legacy, or 
Deed of Gift, or of any Office,Civil or 
Military, or Benefice Ecclefiaſtical; and 
ſhall ſutfer three” Years Impriſonment, 
without Bail, from the Time of the © 
Conviction. 

The Information to a Juſtice of 
Peage, to be 'within four Days for 
Words, and the Proſecution within 
three Months after. 

To be diſcharged of the Penalties 
incurr'd by the firſt Conviction, on 
Renupciation, in the ſame Cours 
where Convicted, within four Menths 
afrer che Convigion, 


of Imployment, 


Leud 
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- Wandring Rogues, Oc. 


OFFENCES. 


Leud and Diſopderly | 


Keeping of Baudy-Houſfes, 
6c. is againſt the Law of God, 
on which our CommonLaw in” 
this Caſg is grounded: There- 
fore the Keepers of Houſes of | 


Baud and Incontinence, 


rters and Frequenters : 


of Bandy-Houſes, , 

The Ordinary may puniſh Þ1- 
aontinency in their Clergy by Im- 
priſonment;at their diicretion. 

Adultery, £fc. and all Acts 

of Baudry, are Breaches of rhe 
Peace, 
i Ifa Conſtable, Oc. haxNo- 
tice that a Woman is in Adul- 
tery, Go, with a Man, or that 
a Man or. Woman of evil Fame 
is gone to-a ſuſpeRed Houſe, 

- One that hathleud Women 
found .in his Houſe, common 
Whore-Mafters, or Whores, 
* . Strangers. or-others,- that 
are f(uſpicious, that walk by 
Night, eſpecially if they haunr 
leud Houſes, or keep ill Com- 
pany or commit Outrages, 

Juſtices muſt do their Duty, 


11ers that refuſe to Work, 
md Diſorderly Perſons, 


If- the - Conftable puniſh 


them not, 


{ 3; # * 


7 Jac.cap.4. 
39Ehx. C.4- 
43Etq.c.2. 
4 Hen. 7. 


Cap. 12, 


39El:2.c.4. 
17ac.cap.7. 


— — 


* 


| 


PENALTIES. 


| Are to be Puniſhed, | 
a Comman Nuiſance, by In- 


 ditment at Common Law, 


by Fine and Impriſonment. « 


To be Bound with Sureties 
to the good Behaviour, 


For which ; an Inditment 
wHl lie. 


| He may take Help with him, 


and if he find them fo, he may 
1 carry them to Prifon, or to a 


Juftice, to be Bound over and 
Profecured. 


To find ſufficient Suretiey 
for the Good Ooharions | 


* On pain of being put out of 
Commuſſion, and other Puniſh- 
ment according to-demerits. « 

To be Committed to the 
Houſe of Correction. 

Tobe Whi »p'd, and ſent to 
the Place of Birth ; or if that 
not known, where laſt dwelt 
tor one Year,:or laft paſſed. . 
He Forfcits Ten Shillings, to 
be Levied by a Warrant from 

Two Juſtices, Sich 


{ 
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OFFENCES. 


Such as ſhall not Apprehend 

ognes,  ©9c. being at their 
Doors, Two Witneſſes, or 
Confeſlion, > 
” Every Conſtable, £9. who 
docs not puniſh ſuch as are 
brought to bim, 

Such as diſturb the Puniſh- 
ment of Rogues, &o., 


Officers remiſs in Puniſhing, 


of Rogues, ©50. 


| 


| 


Such asrun away, and leave | 


their Charge upon the Pariſh, 
Such as threaten to run away, 
Two Witnefles, 


If any Waman ſhall have a 


* Baftard Child which may be 
chargeable to the Pariſh, . 


nr 


Gaming. 


Keepers of Play-Houſes, & 
Unlawful Games, Upon View, 


Officers ſhall ſearch every 
Month, _ 
Such as Play in ſuch Houſes, 
Upon View, 


Suck Perſons deſcribed. in. 


the At as out of Chriflmaſs, 
ſhall »lay at Unlawful Games 
any where within the Year, 
Fraud in Play or Betting, 
All Lieenſes to keep Houſes 
or Places of Unlawful Games, 
ſhall be void. | 


——_—_— 
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and 
Statutes. 


I Fac. Cc. 7. 


39El55. 6.4- 


1 Fae. C. 7. 


i » 
' 


7 Jac. C, 4% 


, 


£ A 


[ 


PENALTTIBS. 


Ten Shillings to he Levied, 
4 &t ſuprs, 
| 2! 


Twenty Shillings to be Le: 


-vied, ut fupra. 


Five Pounds tobe Pevied by 
Diſtreſs, and Bound to the 
Good Behaviour by Two Ju- 


ſtices, Quorum un. 
J* © Ten Shillings tq be Levied 


by Diſtreſs and Sale, us ſupra, 
To be Puiiſhed as Rogues, 


C<. | | 
. To be ſent to the Houſe of 
Correcion, or give Security 
to diſcharge the Pariſh. 

Houſe of Correction for 
One Year, to be ſent by. Two 
Juſtices, and Bound not to 
Offend ſo again. 


Forty Shillings, and Im- 

vr until he become 
nd by Recognizance to 

keep no more. 

Forty Shillings. 

Impriſonment until he be 
bound to phy no more, and 
to pay 6s. 8d. to be recovered 
in Quarter-Seſſions. 

Impriſonment, and bound 
to the King to play no more, 
Twenty Shillings by Indict- 
ment in Quarter-Seſſions. 

Forfeit the Treble Value. 


| Treble Gofts, 


Anno 


- 
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Anno Sexto & Septimo 


GULIELME I--REGIS. 


An Aft for the more Effettual Suppreſſing Pros 
| phane Curſing and Swearmsg. 


eAOWES Hereas it is found by Ex- 
4 2 = perienct, that an A of 

ENG Parliament made in the 
YSSC_> . One and twentieth year 
HERz ofthe Reign of King 
James the Firſt, Intitu- 
led, An Ad to Prevent 
and Reform Prophane 
Swearing and Curſing, 
| hath proved IneffteCtual 
2 Tt} to the Suppreſling of 
thoſe deteſtable Sins, by reaſon of ſome- Deficiencies 
in the faid Act: Be it therefore Enacted by the King's 
moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and 


| Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 


Commons in ths preſent Parliament Aſſembled, and 
by the Anthority of the ſame, "That if any Perſon-or 
Perſons ſhall ( after the Four and tweritieth Day of 
June, in the Year of our Lord, One thouſand fix hun- 
dred ninety five ) Prophanely Swear or Cure in the , 
preſence or hearing of any Juſtice -of Peace of the 
County,-Riding or Piviſion, or of the Mayor, or other 

| Heat 
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M Head Officer or Juſtice of Peace for any City or 


Town Corporate, where ſuch Offence is or ſhall be 
rommitted, or that ſhall be thereof Convicted by 
* Olth of One Witneſs, or by the Confeſſion of the 
| - Party Offending, before any Juſtice of Peace of the 
- County, or Mayor, or Bayliff, or other Chief Officer, 
or Juſtice of the Peace of ſucl} Gity or Town Corpo- 
rate, where the ſaid Offencehall be committed,. Thar 
then, for every ſuch Offence, the Party ſo Offending 


ſhall Forſeit and Pay to the Uſe of the Poor of the - 


* »* Pariſh, where ſuch Offence or Offences ſhall be com- 
mitted, the refpeAtive Sums herein after mentioned ; 


(that is to ſay; ) Every Servant, Day-Labourer, Com | 


mon Soldier arid Common Seaman; "One Shilling ; 
and every other. Perſon, Two Shillings: And in caſe 
any- of the Perſons aforeſaid ſhall atter Cohviftion 
Offend a Second time, ſuch Perfon ſhall Forfeit and 
Pay double; And if a Third time, treble the Sum re- 
- ſpectively by him or her to be paid for the Eirſt Offence. 
And it is hereby further -Enacted, That upon Neg- 
l:& or Refuſal of Payment of the ſaid Forfeiture, 
any Juſtice of Peace, of the -Coynty, Riding or 
Diviſion, or Mayor, or other Head Offfeer, or Ju- 
ſtice of Peace of any City, or Town Corporate, where 


the ſaid Offences ſhall be committed, ſhall and are - 


hereby Authorized and Required to Direct and Send 


his Warrant to the Conſtable, Tythingman, Church-. 
Warden, or Overſeer of the Poor of the Pariſh ' 


where the Offence, ſhall be committed, or where 
the Offender ſhall Inhabit, thereby commanding 
Them, or ſome one or more of them, to Levy by Di- 
{treis and Sale of the Goods of the Offender, the Sum 
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of orfeited, for the Uſe of the Poor of the Pariſh; 


as aforeſaid; And. in caſe no ſuch Diſtreſs can be 
had, then every ſuch Offender, being above the Age 


| of Sixteen Years, ſhall, by Warrant under the Hand | 


and Seal of the ſaid Juſtice of Peace or other Officer, 
as aforeſaid; be publickly ſet'in the Stocks for the ſpace 
of One Hour for every ſingle Offence, and for any 


- Number of Offences, whereof he ſhall be Convicted, 


at one and the ſame time, then Two Hours: And if 
the Party Offending be under the Age of Sixteen Years, 
and ſhall not forthwith Pay the faid Forfeitures, then 
he or ſhe ſhall, by Warrant, as aforeſaid, be Whipped 
by the Conſtable, or by the Parent, Guardian or Malter 
of ſuch Offender, in the preſence of the Conſtable. 

F> And be it further Enacted, That if any Juſtice 
of the Peace, or Chief Magilſtrate,ſhall wilfully and wit- 
tingly omir the Performance of his Duty in the Exe- 
ctition of this AR, he ſhall Forfeit the Sum .of Five 
Pounds, the one Mojety to the Uſe of the Informer, 
to be Recovered by Adtion, Suit, Bill, or Plaint, in 
any of His Majeſty's Courts at Weſtminſter, wherein 
no Eſſoign, Proteftion or Wager of Law ſhall be Al- 
lowed, nor any more than one Imparlance. 

And it is hereby further EnaQted, That if any 
Action or Suit ſhall be Commenced or Brought againſt 


* any Juſtice of Peace, Conſtable, or other Officer, or 


Perſon whatſoever, for doing or cauſing to be done 
any thing in purſuance of this At, concerning the 
ſaid Offences, the Defendant, in ſuch Action, may 


| Plead the General Ifſue, and give the Spccial Matter 


in Evidence: And if upon ſuch Action Verdict be 


* given {or the Defendant, or the Plaintiff become Non- 


s {uit, 


px 4 , % « 
EN TRIES 27 js 'x ES 
FS Go tG 4 bad PA Ges 
* 2 34s EL ov 4 Sw; ys % g SS re > 1; # tt 
W J + IS of 5; We 3 — " L 
IS 1c SUES» Aa 
bY eget : * 
" as & J 
| ot | 
v 4 ; 
Reo 


Fu or Biſcontinue his AQion, a * Defentant” v1 
ſhall have. Treble Coſts. | 

Provided always, 'and it is hereby Enacted, That 
no Perſon ſhall be Proſecuted or Troubled - for any 
Offerice againſt this Statute, unleſs the fame be Pro- 
ved or Profecuted within Ten Days next after the 
Offence committed. 

k> And it is,further EnaQted, by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That this Act ſhall be publickly Read Four 
ſeveral times in the Year in all Pariſh Churches, and 
all Publick Chapels, by the Parſon, Vicar or Curate of 
- the reſpeftive Pariſhes or Chapels, immediately after 
Mornint Prayer, on Four ſeveral Sundays; ( that is 
to ſay the Sunday next after the Four and twentieth 
Day of June, the Nine and twentieth Day of Septem- 
ber, the Five and twentieth Day of December, and the 
Five and twenticth Day of March, under the Pain of 
. Twenty Shillings for every ſuch Omiſlion or Negle. 

E>And be it turther EnaQed, by the Authority afore- 

ſaid, That rhe Juſtice of Peace: Aayor, or other Head 
Officer, ſhall Reciſter in a Book, to be kept for that 
Purpoſe, all the Convictions mide betore him upon 
this A, and the time of making thereof, and for 
what Offence, and ſhall Certifie the ſame to. the next 
General Quarter Scfltons of the Peace for the faid 
County or Place where the Offences are committed, 
to be there kept upon Regord by the reſpective 
Clerks of the Peace, to be ſecti withour Fee or Re? 
ward. 
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